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CONFERENCES, WORKSHOPS, SEMINARS, TRAINING
May 31 - June 3

YAKUTAT - 2nd ANNUAL YAKUTAT TERN FESTIVAL CELEBRATING BIRDS IN CULTURE - This festival centers around one of the largest known breeding colonies of Aleutian Tern. Witness the terns and the region's rich artistic and cultural heritage at this wonderful festival. Lots of great activities planned including field trips (new kayak and charter boat based trips this year), art show, cultural events including a performance by the Mt. St. Elias Dancers, seminars, photography workshop, children's activities, live bird programs by the Alaska Raptor Center, and more. BOB ARMSTRONG is our keynote speaker For more information, contact Susan Oehlers, U.S. Forest Service, at (907) 784-3359, or go to www.yakutatternfestival.org.

June 1 - 5

JUNEAU -ELECTRIC VEHICLE CONVERSION WORKSHOP presented in partnership with the University of Alaska Southeast, The Southeast Alaska Conservation Council and the University of Alaska Southeast. The course will introduce the principles of electric vehicle propulsion systems and give participants hands-on experience converting an existing internal combustion vehicle to run on battery power. The class can be taken for course credit or audited and is designed for individuals interested in taking on their own conversions, automotive technology students and teachers, or those wanting to learn more about EV technology. One of the main objectives of the course is to highlight an experimental rate program that is being offered by Alaska Electric Light and Power Company which will test the impact that electric vehicles will have on local electricity demand. The relatively limited road system coupled with the availability of renewable resources makes Juneau especially ripe for electric vehicles and the local utility is predicting a significant influx within the next ten years. Earlier this year the Regulatory Commission of Alaska approved the discounted rate for up to ten electric vehicle owners willing to install a separate meter that keeps track of when and how much power is being used.. Instructor MICHAEL GOLUB is a graduate student at the University of Fairbanks and has taught electric conversion courses for the last three years at campuses throughout Alaska. Class enrollment is limited to 12 students, so sign up early! Tuition and Fees:$165.00 plus $75.00. For more information, contact Angel Drobnica at angel@seacc.org. The course curriculum and registration information can be found at the University of Alaska Southeast summer schedule search.

June 2 & 3, July 4 & 5, August 25 & 26
ARTS IN THE PARKS will be held at the following dates and locations:


June 2 & 3 - Eklutna Lake, Chugach State Park


July 4 & 5 - HATCHER PASS - Independence Mine State Historical Park


August 25 & 26 – FAIRBANKS - Chena River State Recreation Area

For more information, to RSVP camping, or to share ideas, please contact David Griffin at (907) 269-8696, david.griffin@alaska.gov or go to www.alaskastateparks.org.

June 2 – 4

McCARTHY - CHANGING LANDSCAPES WORKSHOP FOR EDUCATORS will be held at the Wrangell Mountains Center. Find our about glaciers, rivers, volcanoes, plate-tectonics, and succession! Participants will enjoy two days of intensive and interactive field-based learning about these exciting processes. Out on the trail, you will experience the dynamic environment of the McCarthy area as a classroom using lesson modeling; place-based, hands-on activities; and focused discussions. Workshop participants will come away with new tools and knowledge for engaging K-12 students about the physical world.. Cost: $240/person.. Current members of the Wrangell Mountains Center receive a 10% discount (not applicable to the early bird price). The workshop price includes dinner the first night, and optional camping and food storage facilities. For more information visit http://www.wrangells.org/tw-CL.html.

June 4 - 11

ANCHORAGE - SALMON IN THE LANDSCAPE: FISH MOVEMENT THROUGH PLACE will be held from 9am to 4pm at the Anchorage Museum. Sponsored by the Yukon River Drainage Fisherman's Association, NOAA, Trout Unlimited, and the Anchorage Museum. This week long class is an opportunity for highschool students to learn about salmon ecology, landscape impacts on fish movement, and cultural connections between people, place and salmon. A great opportunity to build student's art skills and portfolios with book binding projects, wire sculpture, and drawing exercises. There will be field trips to local fish passage projects, conservation biology sites, and local hatcheries, as well as utilizing resources at the Museum. Multiple guest lectures during the week from local scientists and heritage specialists. Instructors: BOB MASSENGALE, Landscape Architect and commercial fisherman and BETANY PORTER, Artist and Interdisciplinary Educator, Anchorage Museum. For more information, contact Betany Porter at (907) 929-9280 or email bporter@anchoragemuseum.org. Cost: $270 Museum member/$290 non-member.

June 4 - 8, 11 - 15, 25 - 29 & July 16 -20

ANCHORAGE - RENEWABLE ENERGY TRAINING SERIES will be held at Sustina Energy and includes: 

June 4 - 8 - PV101: GRID-TIE SOLAR ELECTRIC DESIGN AND INSTALLATION
June 11 - 15 - PV203: BATTERY-BASED SOLAR ELECTRIC DESIGN AND INSTALLATION

June 25 - 29 - ST 101 SOLAR HOT WATER DESIGN AND INSTALLATION : 


July 16 - 20 - WP 101 WIND DESIGN AND INSTALLATION : 

Solar Energy International, considered the premier energy trainer in the lower 48, is coming to Alaska and will be offering 4 week-long trainings based in Anchorage this summer.. Participants will receive a nationally recognized certificate of completion and 40 credit hours toward the NABCEP certification. Space is limited, applications are available at http://www.yritwc.org/Departments/Energy.aspx. Fee: This course is normally $1,080 per person. IT IS BEING OFFERED FREE FOR ALASKAN RESIDENTS THROUGH A GRANT FROM THE AK DEPT OF LABOR. Contact YRITWC for information about travel scholarships at dpm@yritwc.org .Application Deadline May 21.
June 5 - 7
DENALI NATIONAL PARK – TEACHER TRAINING - IMOVIE: MOVIE MAKING AND PODCASTING IN DENALI will be offered by Alaska Geographic through the 

Murie Science and Learning Center. Join Denali Borough School District's Technology Director CHRIS ROMINE to learn about iMovie and its use in the classroom for creating educational and rewarding stories. YouTube, TeacherTube, and other video sharing sites are being used in educational settings to convey compelling digital stories to the public. iMovie is a user friendly program that can provide a unique creative tool for enhancing learning and creativity by engaging students. We will discover how iMovie can help students demonstrate abstract concepts, tackle project-based learning, and create documentaries. Teachers will create iMovie projects during the training. Participants will stay at a field camp located 29 miles inside Denali National Park along the Teklanika River. The Field Camp includes rustic tent cabins and a common dining tent. All meals, accommodations, transportation, instruction, and one professional development credit from UAA are included in the $350 course fee. For more information or to register, go to www.alaskageographic.org, email courses@murieslc.org, or call 907-683-1269.

June 6 - 8

NAKNEK - HACCP and SANITATION COURSE will be held at the Naknek Village Council. ENVI F193P 1 credit. Instructor: CHARLES CRAPO. This course covers the basic requirements for certification in hazard analysis critical control point (HACCP) and sanitation. Sources of hazards in food products How to conduct a Hazard Analysis How to formulate a HACCP plan The key points of Sanitation How to develop a Sanitation plan. To register call the Bristol Bay Compus at 1-800-478-5109. No cost to students.

June 8

SOLDOTNA - KENAI RIVER FESTIVAL will be held at Soldotna Creek Park. Enjoy three days of fun and inspiration on the banks of the world famous Kenai River; hands-on educational activities for children, live music, local art and food vendors, and delicious salmon dinners! For more information, go to http://www.kenaiwatershed.org/kenairiverfestival.html.

 June 12 -14

DENALI NATIONAL PARK - FIELD COURSE – DENALI’S BIG FIVE: LARGE MAMMALS IN THE PARK will be offered by Alaska Geographic through the Murie Science and Learning Center. Denali National Park is well known for its legendary populations of large mammals such as bears, wolves, sheep, caribou, and moose. Join the Murie Science and Learning Center education staff for this fascinating exploration of large mammal habitat, natural history and research. We will spend our days in the field learning about each of these animals as we explore Denali and experiment with the tools of scientists. Participants will stay at a field camp located 29 miles inside Denali National Park along the Teklanika River. The Field Camp includes rustic tent cabins and a common dining tent. All meals, accommodations, transportation, and instruction are included in the $340 course fee. Professional development credit is available through UAA. For more information or to register, go to www.alaskageographic.org, email courses@murieslc.org, or call 907-683-1269.

June 12 - 15

HOMER - NAI CERTIFIED INTERPRETIVE GUIDE COURSE will be held at the Islands and Ocean Visitor Center. There are only 15 spots in the class, and several are already taken with local interns, so please pass the word to anyone who is interested in certification. More information is available at: http://www.interpnet.com/certification/workshops/CIG-2012-06-Alaska.shtml.



**June 14 - 16

JUNEAU - ENVIRONMENT, CULTURE, AND PLACE IN A RAPIDLY CHANGING NORTH, a University of Alaska Southeast, Association for the Study of Literature and Environment Symposium. For more information, contact Sarah Jaquette Ray at sjray@uas.alaska.edu or Kevin Maier at kevin.maier@uas.alaska.edu.

June 24 - 28

ANCHORAGE - NATIONAL MARINE EDUCATORS ASSOCIATION CONFERENCE (Co-hosted by the Northwest Aquatic and Marine Educators chapter, and the Alaska Center for Ocean Science Education) will be held UAA and other field trip locations. Conference strands will focus on science and art, science and culture, science and technology, and Large Marine Ecosystem science and education, with a special emphasis on integrating traditional knowledge and western marine and aquatic science education. RAY TROLL has been confirmed as the conference artist and Stegner Lecturer. For more conference details, go to www.nmeaweb.org . If you are interested in volunteering to help, contact one of the conference organizers: Robin Dublin at robin.dublin@coseealaska.org, Marilyn Sigman at (907) 274-9612 or email msigman@alaska.edu or Bill/Sean Hastie at hastiestuff@mac.com.

 July 6 – 8

DENALI NATIONAL PARK - FIELD COURSE – REPEAT PHOTOGRAPHY: EXPLORING CLIMATE AND CULTURE IN DENALI will be offered by Alaska Geographic through the Murie Science and Learning Center. Take a hike through time on this photographic exploration of Denali. Using photographs as our map, we’ll visit several locations in the park in an attempt to find the exact locations other photographers stood decades ago. If successful, we’ll re-take the image and examine the differences between past and present. Has the vegetation changed? What about glaciers or other physical features? Are there any traces of cultural sites left on the landscape? With geologist and photographer Ron Karpilo, we’ll examine these questions and discuss the importance of repeat photography for long term monitoring of Denali’s resources. Participants will stay at a field camp located 29 miles inside Denali National Park along the Teklanika River. The Field Camp includes rustic tent cabins and a common dining tent. All meals, accommodations, transportation, and instruction are included in the $330 course fee. Professional development credit is available through UAA. For more information or to register, go to www.alaskageographic.org, email courses@murieslc.org, or call 907-683-1269.

WEBINARS, WEBCASTS & TELECONFERENCES
May 30 (TELECONFERENCE)
LITTLE CHANGES: A DISCUSSION with AUTHOR KRISTI MARSH from 9 to 10am.

Diagnosed with an aggressive breast cancer at age thirty-six, and with three young children at home, Kristi started on a QUEST to ELIMINATE HARMFUL CHEMICALS from her life and environment. The more she learned and made changes the more she wanted to share that knowledge. She describes her journey and her philosophy in her first book "Little Changes." Join this call to learn about the most important steps you can take to avoid harmful contaminants in food and everyday products and to hear tips for sharing this knowledge with others. To receive the call instructions, please RSVP to diana@akaction.org or call (907) 222-7714.or go to http://www.akaction.org/Tackling_Toxics/Alaska/CHE-AK_Info_Pages/2012/05_30_2012.html.

**June 14 (TELECONFERENCE AVAILABLE) 

RENEWABLE ENERGY FUND ADVISORY COMMITTEE will meet from 1:30 to 3:30pm in the Alder/Cottonwood Conference Room, BP Energy Center, 900 E. Benson Blvd. A teleconference line has been set up for those unable to participate in person. Dial 1-800-315-6338 and enter code 3074#. The public is invited to attend. For additional information, contact Vince Beltrami, Chairman.

June 19 (WEBINAR)
LEO, THE LOCAL ENVIRONMENTAL OBSERVERS: A GROWING NETWORK for MONITORING CHANGE in ARCTIC COMMUNITIES will be held from 10 to11am (ADT). MICHAEL BRUBAKER, Director of Community Environment and Safety, Alaska Native Tribal Health Consortium. The Local Environmental Observer or LEO network is providing rural Alaska communities with tools to improve monitoring for events such as extreme weather, damage to infrastructure, invasive species, and to perform surveillance for outbreaks of illness in wildlife used for subsistence foods. The program uses an internet-based survey for posting observations on monthly Google Maps which are archived to provide a lasting observation record of the observations. In addition to documenting the impacts of change across Alaska, the network is also improving communication, and connecting local environmental and health managers with agencies and organizations that can provide technical assistance and resources. This presentation provides an overview of LEO as a strategy for community-based monitoring of our changing Arctic environment and climate. To hear the audio presentation during a webinar: 1) With a regular telephone dial: 1- (877) 594-8353. 2) When prompted, enter the Participant passcode: 83847342. Please mute phone during the presentation. To view the presentation during a webinar:1) Point your web browser to: http://infiniteconferencing.com/Events/accap/. 2) Enter Participant Code 83847342. 3) Enter the rest of the requested information (The name and organization you enter will be seen by other participants, but your contact information will remain confidential). 4) Click the blue "log-in" button.

GRANTS/AWARDS/SCHOLARSHIPS/CONTESTS
June 1
Deadline for the 2012 GREAT AMERICAN ARCTIC BIRDING CHALLENGE. Birds that breed in the Arctic have ranges that reach all 50 states and 6 continents. Some of them could be in your backyard! So round up a team, get the Great American Arctic Birding Challenge Checklist, and start birding! The Challenge contest runs from now to June 1. Each team member on the winning team will receive a prize: First Place: The new book On Arctic Ground: Tracking Time through Alaska’s National Petroleum Reserve. (Learn more about the book.); Second Place: Bird Songs of Alaska 2-CD set; birding maps for Anchorage, Kodiak, and Fairbanks; Third Place: Limited Edition “I (heart) Birds” T-shirt. For more information, go to http://ak.audubon.org/2012-great-american-arctic-birding-challenge..

June 15

Deadline for the PRINCE WILLIAM SOUND REGIONAL CITIZENS’ ADVISORY COUNCIL (PWSRCAC) ACTIVE STEWARDS AWARDS. The Council encourages youth and teachers (or sponsors) in the PWSRCAC region to become of their leaders in their communities. Funds of up to $5,000 are now available to help support those projects or activities that best support the council’s mission and responsibilities. This contract may be awarded to any student or educational group within the PWSRCAC region. Projects or activities must relate to PWSRCAC’s mission and responsibilities. Limited funding is available, therefore contracts will be awarded to those proposals which are deemed most relevant to the mission of the PWSRCAC. For more information and to submit a proposal, please download the application at http://www.pwsrcac.org/rfprfq.html.

June 28
Deadline for applications for the 2013 NON-PROFIT GRANT APPLICATIONS for GIRDWOOD SERVICE AREA .The Girdwood Board of Supervisors will consider applications for 2013 Parks and Recreation Non-Profit Grants as they begin overall budgeting. Application for this funding is competitive. To be eligible for these grants, your organization must be a non profit recognized by the State of Alaska and serve the Girdwood Limited Road Service area. Applications are available by contacting Lazarusjv@muni.org. This is a ‘received by’ deadline. For more information, please call 783-8146 or go to http://www.muni.org/Departments/parks/Pages/GirdwoodParksRecreation.aspx.
July 2
Deadline for registration for the OUT8164: CREATING A SCHOOLYARD HABITAT/OUTDOOR CLASSROOM to be held September 10 - 14 at Denali National Park & Preserve. A Schoolyard Habitat/Outdoor Classroom (SH/OC) Program is a coordinated effort between schools, FWS offices, and other conservation and community organizations to establish ecologically sound restoration projects that are sustainable outdoor learning areas on school

sites. This course develops SH/OC technical consultants that can assist schools at the local level in areas such as project design, plant selection, construction, maintenance, curriculum connections, student instruction, etc. Who should register: Resource managers, Partners for Fish and Wildlife personnel, visitor service professionals, educators, outdoor recreation planners, landscape architects, law enforcement officers, or anyone whose resource management efforts would be enhanced or supported by education initiatives. (This course does not presume that

education is your primary field of responsibility, although it may be.) Cost: Tuition for FWS personnel is prepaid. Participant’s office is responsible for expenses related to travel. For participants from other agencies and organizations, there is a tuition charge of $950. Cancellation policy: All class applicants, including Service employees, who cancel their reservation four (4) weeks or less from the start of class without providing a substitute, will be charged in full for both tuition and lodging. Substitutions must be provided at the time of cancellation and

will not be permitted two weeks or less from the start of a class. To apply, go to https://doilearn.doi.gov, using DOI Learn, the Department of the Interior’s Learning Management System. After July 2, call for availability to Michelle Donlan at 304-876-7585.

July 15
Deadline for initial letters of inquiry for the ALASKA NATIVE FUND, launched in 2011 by Alaska Conservation Foundation in partnership with an Alaska Native Steering Committee. The Fund is designed to advance Alaska Native priorities for protecting the land, water, and wildlife integral to their way of life. In 2012, the Alaska Native Fund will grant up to $125,000 for projects that address food security, renewable energy and energy conservation, links between environmental and human health, climate change, and sustainable economic development. Grant guidelines and additional information can be found at http://alaskaconservation.org/grant-opportunities/alaska-native-fund/.

July 16
Deadline for entries in to the U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service GET TO KNOW CONTEST. The contest seeks to use art to help youth feel more connected to nature. Youth age 19 and under can enter the contest by submitting original works of art, writing, photography, video and music inspired by the natural world. Canadian wildlife artist Robert Bateman started the Get to Know Contest in Canada in 2000 to encourage youth to get outdoors and get to know their neighbors of other species. For the past two years, the contest also has been offered in California, and goes national for the first time this year. Art, writing, photography, video and music entries can be submitted online at www.get-to-know.org/contest/us.

September 30
Deadline for applications for the Denali National Park and Preserve visual artists and writers for the 2013 ARTIST-IN-RESIDENCE PROGRAM. This program provides the opportunity for

established artists and writers to use an historic roadside cabin as a base to explore the park and seek inspiration from it. Many of the works created by previous artists-in-residence are displayed in the Denali Visitor Center and the Eielson Visitor Center. The application and more information about the program is available at http://www.nps.gov/dena/historyculture/arts-program.htm. Selected artists reside in the East Fork cabin, located at Mile 43 on the park road, for a ten day period between June and mid-September. In return for their residency, each artist donates a piece of artwork or written piece inspired by their time in the park to the park’s collection. Artists also offer a public presentation for visitors at the end of their residency.

DEADLINES
May 31

NOME - Deadline for application for the ALASKA COMMUNITY ACTIONS on TOXICS (ACAT) SUMMER FIELD INSTITUTE to be held to be held in Nome from June 18 to th 22. This is a Community-Based Environmental Health Research - A Field Sampling Institute. How do contaminants affect lands, waters, and community health in Alaska? Can scientists distinguish persistent contaminants that arrive in the Arctic via wind and ocean currents from hazardous chemicals associated with local military and industrial activities? Alaska Community Action on Toxics is working with scientists and fifteen villages in the Norton Sound region to answer these questions. The annual Field Sampling Institute provides participants with the tools necessary to conduct their own community-based environmental sampling program to assess contaminants from local and global sources. Learn from nationally-renowned scientists FRANK VON HIPPEL, Ph.D. and DAVID CARPENTER, M.D. and ACAT staff. $25.00 tuition fee 1 credit • BIOL 193P is available through NW UAF Campus - Nome. Limited space! Apply Now! FULL SCHOLARSHIPS are available for tuition, travel, housing, food & lodging. For more information, go to http://akaction.org/Tackling_Toxics/Community/CBEHR_FSI_2012.html.

May 31
Comments are due on the DRAFT HATCHER PASS-GOVERNMENT PASS UNIT: DEVELOPMENT & ASSET MANAGEMENT PLAN. The Asset plan will provide the foundation for present and future decision on how the Government Peak Unit will be managed and developed, and must be consistent with the Hatcher Pass Management Plan. The draft plan is available at www.matsugov.us/.../3790-draft-government-peak-unit-development-and- asset-management-plan. Submit comments to planning@matsugov.us or Fax to 907-745-9876. For more information, contact Eileen Probasco at 907-745-9851 or email eprobasco@matsugov.us.

May 31
Deadline for comments on the Alaska Energy Authority (AEA) request to the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC) Pre-application for an ORIGINAL LICENSE FOR THE UNCONSTRUCTED SUSITNA-WATANA HYDROELECTRIC PROJECT. The Pre-application Document (PAD) provides engineering, operational, economic, and environmental information about the Project and Project area resources that is reasonably available at this time. The license project would have a concrete gravity or rock-filled dam for which different configurations are under consideration with a height above the riverbed of approximately l700 and 800 feet. The crest length would be approximately 2,700 feet based on a 700 foot high dam, but somewhat longer if a project with a larger dam is proposed. The project would also have a 39-mile-long reservoir with a normal surface elevation of 2,000 feet mean sea level of 20,00 acres, and a usable storage capacity of approximately 2,400,000 acre-feet based on a 700 foot dam, and commensurately greater dimensions if a project with a larger dam is proposed to be licensed. Optimization studies are ongoing and capacity proposed for licensing is expected to be between 600 and 800 megawatts, depending on the results of future updates to the Railbelt Integrated Resource Plan. A copy of the documents are available at www.susitna-watanahydro.org. Submit comments to the FERC website at http://ferc/gov/docs-filing/docsfiling.asp and include Sustina-Watana Hydroelctric Project, FERC No. The Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC) is accepting written comments until April 27 on theSuistna-Watana Hydroelectric Project (P-14241-000). Submit comments less than 6000 characters at ecomment at http://www.ferc.gov/docs-filing/ecomment.asp All comments must clearly identify on the first page Susitna-Watana Project (P-14241-000).

May 31
Comments are due on the GEORGE PARKS HIGHWAY SCENIC BYWAY MASTER INTERPRETIVE PLAN. The plan provides a framework for making decisions about the maintenance and development of interpretive sites and services along the Scenic Byway.

The draft plan is available at http://www.dot.state.ak.us/stwdplng/scenic/assets/DRAFT_Parks_Hwy_MIP.pdf. Only written comments will be accepted. For more information or to submit comments, contact Emily Lochart at emily.lochart@alaska.gov and Nicole Acevedo at nicole.acevedo@alaska.gov.

May 31
Deadline for comments on the application for a permit to APPLY PESTICIDES, POINT MACKENZIE CORRECTIONAL FARM. The Point MacKenzie Correctional Farm has applied to ADEC for a pesticide use permit to apply pesticides to up to 230 acres of State-owned land located at the Point MacKenzie Correctional Farm at 13690 Guernsey Road, Wasilla, AK. Use of pesticides to control weeds and fungus is a standard agricultural practice. Treatment is proposed to occur in from May through September 2012 and in years 2013 through 2016 if warranted, based on the agricultural need. To see notice listing pesticide use proposed, go to http://dec.alaska.gov/eh/pest/publicnotice.htm. For more information contact Karin Hendrickson

Department of Environmental Conservation Pesticide Program, at (907) 376-1856, Fax (907) 376-2382 or email karin.hendrickson@alaska.gov. Submit comments to Rebecca Colvin at Rebecca.colvin@alaska.gov or Fax 907-269-7600.

May 31
Comments are due on the CHUGACH POWDER GUIDES (CPG) HELI-SKIING ACTIVITIES specifically in the Mt. Ascension, East Ptarmigan and East Moose Creek units from March 25 to April 14, 2012.. The Forest Service is monitoring CPG's use of the Mid and East Seattle Creek Exploratory Units (Pyramid Peak) and West Bench Peak Core Unit (west of Johnson Pass Trail and Lynx Creek) located off the Seward Highway near Turnagain Pass and are looking for information on user conflicts, encounters with helicopter operations and impacts on winter recreation, during the 2012 season. For more information or to submit comments contact Teresa Paquet at 907-754-2372 or email tpaquet@fs.fed.us 

May 31
Comments are due on proposed reconstruction for the Granite Creek campground located at MP 63 Seward Highway, adjacent to Granite Creek. The project proposed to expand the number of sites from 17 drive-in sites to 47 drive-in sites , add up to 12 walk-in sites, add a drive-in group camping area for up to 12 RV’s, upgrade all sites to meet accessibility guidelines, replace all vault toilets, provide opportunities for winter camping, pave campground roads and campsite parking spaces, remove all sites susceptible to erosion by Granite Creek and construct trails to link the campground to nearby fishing ponds and existing trails. For more information or to submit comments, contact Alison Rein at 907-754-2329 or email arein@fs.fed.us.

June 1

SITKA - Deadline for comments on the proposed SITKA-SAWMILL CREEK RD. PAVEMENT REHABILITATION (ROUNDABOUT TO JEFF DAVIS)..The project is meant as a temporary repair to extend the life of the roadway until a scheduled reconstruction of the road can be done at a future date. Additional improvements would include the installation of truncated domes on the surface of all curb ramps to meet Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) requirements. The proposed project would result in temporary impacts during construction. There would be short delays in traffic and occasional single lane controls based on construction schedules. Traffic flows in the area may experience temporary detours. Construction related noise should not be excessive. Paving would reduce maintenance costs, improve ride comfort and preserve the road life until the future project would make more detailed repairs to the road. For more information, contact Chris Schelb at (907)465-4447 or email chris.schelb@alaska.gov. Submit comments to John Barnett, Project Environmental Manager, at john.barnett@alaska.gov.

June 1
Deadline for comments on the NATIONAL PETROLEUM RESERVE-ALASKA (NPR-A) INTEGRATED ACTIVITY PLAN/ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT (IAP/EIS). The U.S. Department of the Interior has released a draft of its first comprehensive management plan for the entire reserve that describes four management alternatives. All four options will allow development of currently-held oil and gas leases totaling 1,480,296 acres. This management plan updates and replaces the current is intended to provide greater management consistency throughout the Reserve. Some issues analyzed in the Draft IAP/EIS include: oil and gas leasing; impacts of development, such as those on caribou, birds, subsistence, and public health; climate change; and protection of threatened and endangered species. Alternative A is the No Action Alternative and reflects current management of NPR-A established in the 2004 and 2008 Records of Decision for the Northwest and Northeast NPR-A, respectively, and the Colville River Special Area Management Plan of 2008. Alternative B describes future management that emphasizes the protection of the surface resources of NPR-A with substantial increases in areas designated as Special Areas, designation of extensive areas that would be unavailable for leasing around Teshekpuk Lake, in coastal bays and lagoons, and in the southwestern part of the Reserve with important caribou habitat and important primitive recreation values, and recommendation for designation of twelve Wild and Scenic Rivers, while still offering opportunities for oil and gas leasing on nearly half of the Reserve. Alternative C provides for smaller additions to Special Areas than Alternative B, withholds from leasing the most remote part of NPR-A that has the greatest potential for providing a primitive recreation experience, provides for leasing with extensive surface protection stipulations near Teshekpuk Lake, and recommends three rivers for designation as Wild and Scenic Rivers, while offering opportunity to lease oil and gas resources in more than three-quarters of the Reserve. Alternative D would allow BLM to offer all of the NPR-A for oil and gas leasing, while protecting surface values with a collection of protection measures. Copies of the Draft IAP/EIS are available at https://www.blm.gov/epl-front-office/eplanning/planAndProjectSite.do?methodName=dispatchToPatternPage&currentPageId=14702. Comments may be submitted at http://npracomments.engage-sites.com/ or Faxed to (866) 611-9420 or (907) 268-4224.

June 4

JUNEAU - Deadline for comments on Corps permit request by HECLA GREENS CREEK MINING COMPANY (GHCMC) located on Admiralty Island within the Admiralty Island National Monument and Tongass National Forest. The proposed project, known as the “Stage 3 Tailings Facility Expansion” would involve the discharge of fill material into Hawk Inlet to facility at the construction of a dry stack mine tailings disposal site to create a maximum capacity for 15 million cubic yards of additional tailings and waste rock materials. This volume would allow for up to a 50-year storage capacity. The proposed activity would result in the loss of a total of 92.4 acres of wetlands and 8,250 linear feet of stream channel. Compensatory mitigation via in in-lieu fee to the Southeast Alaska Land Trust is proposed. To see the permit application, go to http://www.poa.usace.army.mil/reg/PN_Scanned/2012%20April/POA-1988-0269-2.pdf. For more information or to submit comments, contact Heidi Firstencel at heidi.x.firstencel@usace.army.mil or email comments-alaska-tongass-admiralty-national-monument@fs.fed.us with “Greens Creek Tailings Expansion: in the subject line or Fax to 907-586-8808 with ATTN: Greens Creek Tailings Expansion.

June 4

COOK INLET - Comments are due on the application for Renewal of an OIL DISCHARGE PREVENTION & CONTINGENCY PLAN from Hilcorp Alaska LLC for the Cook Inlet Pipe Line that operates the DRIFT RIVER FACILITY including the following facilities: Drift River Terminal and Tank Farm, Christy Lee Offshore Loading Platform and a crude oil pipeline from the Granite Point Tank Farm, Trading Bay Production Facility, and West Foreland production facilities. The plan proposes to address oil spill prevention and response measures to support a maximum response planning standard (RPS) of 166,647 barrels of crude oil to land none to water for the Drift River Terminal and 16,377 barrels of crude oil to open water. Onshore facilities are currently in place on the west side of Cook Inlet, from Granite Point to Redoubt Bay, Alaska. Offshore platform located in Redoubt Bay. Copies of the renewal application and plan are available for public review at the ADEC Anchorage and Soldotna offices. For ore information, contact ADEC, Div. of Spill Prevention & Response, Industry Preparedness Program, 555 Cordova Street, Anchorage, AK 99501, or call (907) 269-3094.

**June 5 (EXTENDED) 

Comment period for NATIONAL PETROLEUM RESERVE DRAFT INTEGRATED ACTIVITY PLAN AND ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT has been extended. The plan is complex and will guide important decisions about the future management of the NPR-A. The Draft IAP/EIS proposes four alternative future management strategies for the NPR-A. This plan is the first plan that covers the entire NPR-A, including BLM-managed lands in the southwest area of the NPR-A which were not included in previous plans. Decisions to be made as part of this plan include oil and gas leasing availability, surface protections, Wild and Scenic River recommendations, and Special Area designations. Comments may be submitted to the BLM’s website at www.blm.gov/ak or by fax to (866) 611-942 or (907) 268-4224. If you have questions about the public comment process, please call Jim Ducker, BLM-Alaska Project Lead at (907) 271-3130.

June 5

LAKE LOUISE - Comments are due on PROPOSED ENVIRONMENTAL CLEANUP ALTERNATIVES for the LAKE LOUISE RECREATION CAMP, located approximately 175 miles east of Anchorage and 32 road miles northwest of Glennallen. Project includes removal and disposed of contaminated soil with ploychlorinated biphenyls, lead, and benzo(a)pyrene. For a copy of the proposed plan, additional information or to submit comments, contact Mr. Tommie Baker at 1-800-222-4137 or email tommie.baker@us.af.mil or Mrs. Lori Roy at 1-907-552-7697 or email lori.roy@us.af.mi.

June 7

PETERSBURG - Deadline for appeals on the TONKA TIMBER SALE DECISION. The Tongass National Forest is breaking with tradition to highlight a new trend: the opportunities these sales create to develop different forest management projects in the same area. The Tonka decision, which outlines the details and analysis of a possible timber sale on Kupreanof Island, is the first step in beginning a potential stewardship contract in the project area. Under a stewardship contract, the government can use the money generated from the timber sale to support other work in the same area. For example, Tonka proceeds may help fund initiatives to improve fish passage and reduce soil erosion along roads, potentially improving habitat conditions for salmonids. This decision marks a mid-way point in the process of pursuing a stewardship project and is a critical piece of the effort. The next major step is public engagement through a series of collaborative meetings to determine what the community sees as potential projects—what’s possible on the ground as well as what’s needed. The project will not operate in Inventoried Roadless Areas and all 9.3 miles of road built will be extensions of existing roads. These roads will be closed once the project is completed. The economic effect of the sale could be significant. It is estimated that $7.6 million will be generated in harvesting, processing and selling the wood products. For more information or copies of the environmental impact statement and record of decision, please contact: District Ranger Jason Anderson at 907-772-5900 or email jasonanderson@fs.fed.us.

June 7
Deadline for comments on the JOINT PACIFIC ALASKA RANGE COMPLEX (JPARC) DRAFT ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT (DEIS) The proposed JPARC enhancements would: Enable realistic training and testing to support new technologies; respond to recent battlefield experiences, and enable the military to train with new weapons systems and tactics so military personnel can succeed in actual combat. The DEIS is available online and for download http://www.jparceis.com. The Draft includes agency expertise and comments by the public during the scoping process. It also contains a description of the affected environment, a reasonable range of alternatives for each proposed action, and an analysis of the impacts of each proposed action alternative, including the no action alternative..To view the Spring 2012 newsletter go to http://www.jparceis.com/JPARC%20EIS%20Newsletter%20Spring%202012.pdf. For additional information contact the ALCOM Public Affairs Office at 907-552-2341 or fax 907-552-5411.

**June 8
Comments are due on the proposal to approve an ALASKA POLLUTANT DISCHARGE ELIMINATION SYSTEM (APDES) PRELIMINARY DRAFT GENERAL PERMIT MODIFICATION. for the Alaska Offshore Seafood Processors modification #1 to allow seafood processors that have applied for specific otherwise excluded wastewater discharge locations in Alaska between 0.5 nautical miles (nm) and 3.0 nm from shore as delineated by mean lower low water (MLLW) or baseline, whichever is greater. The proposed permit modification sets conditions on the discharge of pollutants from these seafood processors to waters of the U.S. Permit documents are available at http://dec.alaska.gov/water/wwdp/NoticeOfReview.htm#A1. For questions, please call or email Shawn Stokes at 907-269-7504, or email Shawn.stokes@alaska.gov.

**June 11

JUNEAU - Comments are due on the JUNEAU-AREA WIDE PAVEMENT REHABILITATION on Channel Drive and Glacier Highway. The proposed project consists of two segments of work. The Channel Drive segment begins at the DIPAC Fish Hatchery (BOP) and continues approximately 1,600 feet to the project end at the road’s terminus (EOP). The Glacier Highway segment, which is approximately 5,100 feet in length, would begin at the intersection of Egan Drive and Glacier Highway (BOP) and follow the loop to the end of the project at the Mendenhall Loop Road/Glacier Highway intersection (EOP). The pavement on both Channel Drive and Glacier Highway is in extremely worn condition. DOT&PF proposes to rehabilitate the road in both segments with a new layer of asphalt concrete pavement. Additional improvements would include in-kind repairs to curb cuts and curb ramps to meet the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) standards where needed. All work would occur within the existing right-of-way. The proposed project would result in temporary impacts during construction. There would be short delays in traffic and occasional single lane controls based on construction schedules. Traffic flows in the area may experience temporary detours. Construction related noise should not be excessive. Long-term impacts would reduce maintenance costs and improve ride comfort. The ADA improvements would make pedestrian movements safer. For more information, contact Chris Schelb at 465-4447 or e-mail chris.schelb@alaska.gov. Submit comments to John Barnett, Project Environmental Manager, at john.barnett@alaska.gov.

**June 11

CHICKALOON - Deadline for comments on the request from Riversdale Alaska LLC

to This permit would be issued for a period of two years RENEW A COAL EXPLORATION APPLICATION. The proposed exploration activities are located approximately three miles northwest of Chickaloon. A total of 9,927.60 acres of land are within the Chickaloon exploration area in which Alaska Mental Health Trust Authority is the owner of subsurface rights and the State of Alaska is the owner of surface rights. The proposed exploration activities will consist of drilling up to 25 exploration holes. In order to acquire data on the groundwater resources within the exploration area some of these drillholes may be retained as hydrologic monitoring wells. All drill sites will be reclaimed and all drillholes not retained as monitoring wells would be sealed immediately upon completion of work at the site. All equipment used on site will be removed upon completion of the exploration program. Copies of the application and preliminary decision are available for review at www.dnr.state.ak.us/mlw/ mining/index.htm . For more information or to submit comments, contact Jennifer Keese by fax at (907) 269-8930, or email coalprogram@alaska.gov with the subject “Chickaloon Coal Project”.

**June 14

SUTTON - Comments are due on DRAFT HEALTH IMPACT ASSESSMENT on the WISHBONE HILL PERMIT RENEWAL. The Wishbone Hill Mine site is on state, Mental Health Trust, and private land approximately 5 miles west of Sutton. Since June 2011, the DHSS HIA Program has collaborated with Dr. GARY KRIEGER (NewFields, LLC) to gather public health surveillance data, conduct intensive scientific literature reviews, informally solicit potential health benefits and health concerns from local residents and stakeholders, and to carefully review all technical information available on the project. The purpose of this HIA is to help decision makers prioritize potential health impacts of the proposed action. This draft HIA was produced in the presence of data gaps, which are carefully described in the report. In particular, this report does not include information that depends on the air quality permit application that will be submitted by UCM and reviewed by the ADEC. Once the air quality permit has been submitted and finalized by DEC, the DHSS HIA Program will incorporate this information as an addendum to the HIA. This addendum will also be made available for public review and comment. A copy of the draft HIA and a form for submitting comments on the report are available at www.epi.alaska.gov/hia. Comments may also be submitted by confidential fax at (907) 562-7802, or by email at hia@alaska.gov.

**June 15

FAIRBANKS - Deadline for comments to AMEND AN EXISTING UPLAND MINING LEASE WITH FAIRBANKS GOLD MINING, INC. by adding approximately 545 acres of unencumbered Mental Health Trust land in the vicinity of Fairbanks containing approximately 545 acres. Commenting parties will be provided a copy of the final best interest decision after the end of the notice period. To be eligible to file for reconsideration of the best interest decision, or to file a subsequent appeal to the Superior Court, a person must have submitted written comments during the notice period. Copies of the written decision are available at www.mhtrustland.org. If you have any questions concerning this action, please contact the Trust Land Office at (907) 269-8658.

EVENTS & MEETINGS \ANCHORAGE - EAGLE RIVER & GIRDWOOD
May 30
BEAR SAFETY for FAMILIES is the program at 7pm at the BLM Campbell Creek Science Center. Summer in Alaska is full of fun, kid-friendly outdoor activities! It’s also the time of year we share the trails, woods, and creeks with bears. Does your family know how to behave in bear country? Find out all about bears and ways to be safe in bear country. Learn about bear spray and practice using it. Get more comfortable about your family's outdoor adventures this summer. Please call 267-1241 for more information.

**May 31
USING A CAN SEALER AND CANNING FISH IN CANS will be held from 5:30. to 7:30pm at the Cooperative Extension Office, 1675 C Street, Suite 100. Cost: FREE! A class with BRET LUICK, CES Nutrition Specialist. Bret Luick will demonstrate how to put together and adjust your can sealer and LESLIE SHALLCROSS will demonstrate the process for canning fish in cans. You can bring your own can sealer and we will examine the seals created by your can sealer. Please call 907-786-6300 for more information and to register. For additional information, go to http://www.uaf.edu/ces/districts/anchorage/.

May 31
EARLY MORNING BIRD WALK will be held from 6:30 to 8:30am at the BLM Campbell Tract. Develop and fine-tune your birding skills and witness the progression of songbird migration through the area this spring. Join BLM staff and Anchorage Audubon Society members on this early morning outdoor bird walk. Please meet in the Campbell Creek Science Center parking lot. Dress appropriately for the weather and for walking on uneven terrain. Hot cocoa and coffee will be available at the Science Center afterwards. Please call 267-1241 for more information.

May 31
Public dialogue and open house will be held at the Marston Theater, Loussac Library for a a conversation about how the ENDANGERED SPECIES ACT (ESA) with GEOFF HASKETT, Alaska Regional Director of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. From 1 to 2 to 3pm, join Geoff and his staff as they discuss FWS priorities for endangered species conservation in Alaska, and how they might better work with you to make the ESA more effective and less contentious. They want to hear your experiences with the ESA. From 2 to 3pm, there will be an opportunity to ask questions, voice your concerns, and provide comments. An open house will be held from 3 to 5pm to provide an opportunity for informal discussions on listed and candidate species in Alaska, as well as ESA policy issues. Biologists will be available to answer questions about polar bears, southwest population of northern sea otters, Pacific walrus, short-tailed albatross, and Steller's and spectacled eiders. For more information, contact Sonja Jahrsdoerfer, Regional Endangered Species Coordinator, at sonja_jahrsdoerfer@fws.gov or 786-3323. 

May 31
An ON-SITE TOUR and PUBLIC MEETING on the CAMPBELL CREEK ESTUARY will be held, starting at 5:30pm at the Bayshore Clubhouse (3131 Amber Bay Loop) to learn about this new public resource and to share your own thoughts and concerns about the project and development of the park. Bus departs for site visit to Estuary at 5:45 and returns to the Clubhouse at 7pm. Group discussion with pizza will be from 7:15 to 8:30. Youth Employment in Parks Crews plan to build phase one of the natural surface trail in late June/early July. To receive updates and information about the project please email parks@muni.org. 

June 1 - 6
Join AK Center for the Environment and Bear Tooth Theatre Pub and Grill for THE ALASKA FOOD FILM FESTIVAL at Bear Tooth each day at 5:30 pm. This fun event features local food and there will be opportunities to ask questions and learn how you can become involved in the Alaska local food movement. Schedule of Events: Featuring the Alaska Store Outside Your Door Webisodes before each film! http://www.anthctoday.org/storeoutside/ June 1: VANISHING OF THE BEES - http://www.vanishingbees.com/; June 2: JIRO DREAMS OF SUSHI - http://www.magpictures.com/jirodreamsofsushi/.; June 3: WHAT'S ON YOUR PLATE - http://www.whatsonyourplateproject.org/about/synopsis; June 4: JIRO DREAMS OF SUSHI (encore); June 4: EL BULLI: COOKING IN PROGRESS at 8pm - http://elbullimovie.com/; June 5: VANISHING OF THE BEES (encore); June 6: \fs24plain BEER WARS - http://beerwarsmovie.com/about/synopsis/ and at 10:15pm STRANGE BREW -http://www.imdb.com/title/tt0086373. From more information, contact Nick Moe at (907) 274-3662 or go to www.akcenter.org.

June 2
The ANCHORAGE AUDUBON SOCIETY'S POTTER MARSH-A-THON IS A BIRDING SMACKDOWN at the Potter Marsh will be held with sign-in at 7:30am and run from 8 to Noon. Who can find the most species in 4 hours? Who's team has the best name? Who will make all other birders eat crow even if no crows are found? Who can bring the most luscious dish to the potluck tailgate party? All birders are welcome from beginners to experts—all you need is an in-your-face attitude, a team of 2-6 fanatics, and a $20 entry fee (per team.). The Smackdown will be followed by a potluck tailgate party and Awards Ceremony. If you don't have a team, we'll find you an empty spot on an existing team. Full details and rules have been posted at www.anchorageaudubon.org and teams can register in advance at flybynightclub@gci.net Get your team together for a hilarious ride—this is not your mother's day of birdwatching!

**June 2
Celebrate NATIONAL TRAILS DAY by helping with a number of outdoor work projects on Campbell Tract. Resurface trails, build a new trail, revegetate, create a new activity area, clean up trailheads, work on the grounds around the Science Center, painting, and more! Volunteer registration begins at 8:30am. Work projects begin at 9am. Pizza luncheon for all volunteers at Noon followed by the release of a rehabilitated bird by Bird Treatment and Learning Center and a chance to learn to use bear spray. National Trails Day is held the first Saturday each June. This nationwide event draws people together to celebrate trails as they complete trail work projects. The improvements to our public lands accomplished through National Trails Day projects contribute to the long-term health and maintenance of these lands and trails. For more information, contact Eric Stuart, BLM Campbell Creek Science Center Science Instructor, at 267-1236. 

**June 5 (DATE CORRECTION)
Public hearing will be held at 6pm at the Municipal Assembly in the Loussac Library on the WEST ANCHORAGE DISTRICT PLAN. Of key interest to Tony Knowles Coastal

Trail users/advocates is the recommendation for a "comprehensive land exchange," which would allow Pt. Woronzof Park (Municipally-owned parkland where a section of the Coastal Trail is located) to be traded to the airport for construction of another North-South runway or other development. To view the WADP Public Hearing Draft, go to www.muni.org/Departments/OCPD/Planning/Projects/WestAnch/Pages/WADPDocs.aspx .
For information, contact Turnagain Community Council President Cathy Gleason,

tccpresident@yahoo.com or call 248-0442.

June 5
Public hearing will be held at the Municipal Assembly beginning at 6pm in Loussac Library on CERTAIN TITLE 21 (Rewrite) AMENDMENTS PROPOSED by the ADMINISTRATION: to give concurrent final passage and approval to all provisionally adopted Title 21 (rewrite) Chapters, inclusive of amendments approved by the Assembly; and to adopt Chapter 21.15 (Rules of Construction & Definitions) and certain other proposed amendments without prior provisional adoption and no additional review by the Planning & Zoning Commission. Written comments may be sent by fax to 343-4313 or emailed to GruensteinBE@muni.org.

June 6
HEAT-TO-POWER 'GREEN MACHINE: REDUCING DIESEL FUEL CONSUMPTION IN RURAL ALASKA will be discussed from 5:30 to 6:30pm at ACHP, Inc. 3400 Spenard Road, Ste 9. The presentation is on a heat-to-power generating system that has the potential to reduce diesel fuel consumption in Alaska’s rural villages and beyond. ROSS COEN from Alaska Center for Energy and Power (ACEP) will share information about the “Green Machine” ACEP Research Manager, BRENT SHEETS, reports that “After 1,000 hours of testing, our data shows that a Green Machine, operating twenty-four hours a day, 365 days a year in optimal conditions could generate over 413,000 kilowatt-hours in one year. This displaces nearly 11,000 gallons of diesel and, with fuel costs in excess of $5/gallon throughout rural Alaska, represents an annual savings of $55,000 or more.” To register or for more information contact 907.258.2247 or email info@achpalaska.com or go to www.achpalaska.com.

June 6
FOOD PRESERVATION CLASS: DRYING AND FREEZING FRUITS AND VEGETABLES; MAKING FRUIT LEATHER. Learn to save and savor the goodness of Alaska’s natural bounty at the class to be held at Viking Hall, 8141 Briarwood Street, Anchorage, from 5:30 to10:00 pm. Enjoy this hands-on class and take home the fruits of your labors.

 To register and pay online click here or download the registration form here to pay in person or by mail. For more information call 786-6300.

**June 9
POTTER MARSH DISCOVERY DAY will be held from 11am to 4pm at the Potter Marsh boardwalk, Anchorage Coastal Wildlife Refuge, located at Mile 117 along the Seward Highway approximately ½ mile south of the Rabbit Creek Road exit and across from the Rabbit Creek Rifle Range. Discover Potter Marsh and some of Alaska’s wildlife at Anchorage’s most popular wildlife viewing area. This family-friendly event on National Get Outdoors Day includes nature-related games and prizes, invertebrate sampling, birding stations along the boardwalk, captive birds from Bird TLC, educational animals from the Alaska Zoo, kid-friendly archery range, fly fishing practice area, release of a rehabilitated wild bird, and more. Free. For more information, contact Elizabeth Manning at 267-2168; or email elizabeth.manning@alaska.gov or go to http://tinyurl.com/pottermarsh.

**June 11
BRIAN SCHMIDT presents SURVEYING MY LIFE: JOURNEYS FROM ALASKA AND THE SOUTHERN SKY from 2:00 to 3:30pm at the UAA Campus Bookstore. Brian Schmidt of the Australian National University's Research School of Astronomy and Astrophysics received the 2011 Nobel Prize in Physics for "the discovery of the accelerating expansion of the universe through observations of distant supernovae." At this very special event, Brian Schmidt will discuss his connections to Alaska, why education is important and his fascinating research in astronomy. His most recent project is mapping the southern sky with the use of the SkyMapper survey telescope situated in New South Wales, Australia. This event is free and open to the public. Everyone is invited to come meet Brian Schmidt and learn about cutting edge science. For free parking during the event, use the South Lot. For more information, contact Rachel Epstein at repstein2@uaa.alaska.edu or (907) 786-478.

**June 12
TOPIC—NASA’S KEPLER MISSION TO FIND POTENTIALLY HABITABLE PLANETS is the topic at the ANCHORAGE SCIENCE PUB at 6pm at Cyrano’s (413 D Street). Scientists from NASA's Kepler Mission, in town for the annual American Astronomical Society's conference, will present their latest findings. NASA’s Discovery Mission 10 continues the centuries-old and intensely excitement quest to find other planets similar to Earth which may support life. The mission is surveying the hundreds of billions of stars in our region of the Milky Way galaxy to determine the fraction of the hundreds of Earth-size and smaller planets with “habitable zone,”-where liquid water might exist on the surface of the planet. The presentation, including photos and video taken from the spacecraft, is sure to interest all ages, so bring the kids! Cyrano’s has no admission fee (donations welcome) but seating is limited. Come early to purchase refreshments and compete in a science trivia contest with a prize for the winning team. Anchorage Science Pub is a local not-for-profit designed to stimulate interest in science through brief, entertaining presentations on interesting science topics at local venues. For more information, contact anchoragesciencepub@gmail.com.

**June 13
CANNING FISH AND MEAT AND INTRO TO USING A PRESSURE CANNER class will be held at Viking Hall, 8141 Briarwood Street, from 5:30 to 10:00pm. To register and pay online, go to https://epay.alaska.edu/C21563_ustores/web/store_cat.jsp?STOREID=2&CATID=22 or download the registration form at http://www.uaf.edu/ces/districts/anchorage/FPCRegFormSpring2012-1.pdf to pay in person or by mail. For more information call 786-6300.

**June 13
Public meeting on the CAMPBELL CREEK ESTUARY will be held, starting at 6pm at the Bayshore Clubhouse (3131 Amber Bay Loop) to learn about this new public resource and to share your own thoughts and concerns about the project and development of the park. 

**June 14
MIDSUMMER GALA in the GARDEN will be held from 5:30 to 8:30pm at the Alaska Botanical Garden. Enjoy an elegant evening with music, fine food, beverages, & unique garden art & sculpture by Alaskan artists. A silent auction, blooming perennials, & great company round out the evening! There will be a separate children’s program from 6 to 8pm (ages 3 - 11). The Garden Art Show & Sale runs for four days only, from Gala on the 14th , through Garden Fair June 16th and 17th. All proceeds from this fundraising event support the maintenance and development of the Alaska Botanical Garden. Tickets: $ 60 per person early rate until June 12, $75 pp thereafter and at the gate. Children's Program: $10 per child until June 12th; $15 at Gate

(Limit 25 children, so please reserve early ) RSVP Required: 907-770-3692 extension 0 or online at http://www.eventbrite.com/event/3337312993?ref=ebtn.

MEETINGS & EVENTS OUT OF ANCHORAGE
May 30

WASILLA - Public workshop will be held from 4 to 7pm at the Snowshoe Elementary School, 2001 West Fairview Loop, to discuss a PROJECT TO DESIGN AND CONSTRUCT CHANGES TO FAIRVIEW LOOP from its connection with Parks Highway on the east to its connection with Knik-Goose Bay Road on the west. The 11-mile project may result in repaving a restored roadbed with possibly wider lanes, shoulders, and pedestrian facilities. For more information contact toll free 1-866-535-1877, email mycomments@brooks-alaska.com or go to www.brooks-alaska.com/fairviewloop. 

**May 30

FAIRBANKS - THE TOP THINGS YOU DIDN’T KNOW ABOUT ALASKA with NED ROZELL will begin the UAG free public lecture series, Discover Alaska, cosponsored by the Northern Alaska Environmental Center at 7 in the Schaible Auditorium. Sure, you've lived in Alaska for a long time, but did you know we've got super chickadees, 57 Willow creeks, islands that both we and nature have blown up, and we boast the same all-time high temperature as both Hawaii and Albany, New York? If you didn't, come and see Ned Rozell's presentation on the many reasons there are truly no places like Nome. Ned Rozell has written more than 700 newspaper columns on science for nonscientists as a writer for UAF's Geophysical Institute. He is the author of three books, including Finding Mars and Walking my Dog, Jane, from Valdez to Prudhoe Bay along the trans-Alaska pipeline.” 

June 1

FAIRBANKS - CALYPSO FARM & ECOLOGY CENTER WILL HOLD THEIR ANNUAL MEMORIAL DAY PLANT SALE from 9am to Noon at Calypso..Select from a full array of organically grown vegetable, herb and flower transplants. All proceeds benefit Calypso’s educational programs. For more information visit www.calypsofarm.org or call the Farm at 451-0691

May 31 & June 1 (Additional information)

FAIRBANKS - ADVISORY COMMISSION ON FEDERAL AREAS will meet from 1 to 5pm on May 31 and from 8am to 5pm on June 1 at the Fairbanks Legislative Information Office, 1292 Sadler Way. Proposed agenda include: - BLM Alaska Eastern Interior Resource Management Plan; - Department of Transportation Ambler Mining District Access Project; - Gates of the Arctic National Park and Preserve General Management Plan Amendment; - Basin Wide Adjudication; - Joint Pacific Alaska Range Complex Draft EIS; - Bell Island Geothermal Leases; and - National Petroleum Reserve-Alaska Draft Integrated Action Plan. The meeting is open to the public. Periods of public comment are scheduled for 3pm on May 31 and at 11am and 3pm on June 1. Persons who are unable to attend the meeting in person and who wish to present comments during public comment periods may do so by phone. Please call 463-5009 inside Juneau, and 1-855-463-5009 Outside Juneau during the public comment times. For more information, please contact Stan Leaphart, Executive Director, at 374-3737, stanley.leaphart@alaska.gov or Karrie Improte at 451-2035, karrie.improte@alaska.gov or go to http://dnr.alaska.gov/commis/cacfa/.

June 1

FAIRBANKS - NORTHERN ALASKA ENVIRONMENTAL CENTER will hold its

ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING AND PICNIC at 830 College Road. Annual meeting begins at 5:30 and food, awards, and entertainment starts at 6:30pm. Bring a side dish to share. Drinks, main dish, and dessert will be provided.

June 2 

PALMER - Celebrate NATIONAL TRAILS DAY with the TRAIL CLEANUP PARTY at the MATANUSKA LAKES STATE RECREATIONAL AREA from 10:30am to 4:30pm with a barbecue to follow. Activities will include brushing and clearing trails, small repair projects and trash collection. Please dress for variable weather, bring appropriate footwear and see the following instructions below. Hand tools and work gloves will be provided. Matanuska Lakes SRA, formerly known as the Kepler-Bradley SRA, is located southwest of Palmer, just north of the Glenn Highway. Take the Glenn Highway to Mile 36.4 and turn onto Kepler Drive. You will enter the park immediately. From there, follow the signs to the event headquarters. A shelter tent and restrooms will be available. Please pre-register for this event by calling 907-269-8699 or sending an e-mail to Darcy Harris at darcy.harris@alaska.gov.

June 2

DENALI NATIONAL PARK - CELEBRATE NATIONAL TRAILS DAY IN DENALI NATIONAL PARK to help with the CONSTRUCTION OF THE NEW SAVAGE ALPINE TRAIL Volunteers will work with the National Park Service trail crew on the construction of a 150-foot boardwalk, and help build a section of new trail. This event is a great opportunity to get

first hand experience on the challenges of building and maintaining trails in a sub-arctic environment, and to enjoy a beautiful area of the park. The 4.5- mile trail begins in forest and climbs to tundra, and will be accessible from either end by the free park shuttle. It is expected to be completed in 2013. The trail crew will meet participants in the Mountain Vista Trailhead (rest

area) parking lot, located at approximately Mile 13 on the Denali Park Road, at 9am. Come prepared for a strenuous, three- mile hike, getting your boots muddy, and about five hours of work. Bring water, lunch, a day pack, and rain gear. The National Park Service will provide tools and safety equipment. For additional information and to RSVP contact Dan Ostrowski at dan_ostrowski@nps.gov or 907-683-9557 or Molly McKinley at mary_mckinley@nps.gov or 907-378-0564. The free Savage River shuttle bus is available from the park entrance to

the Mountain Vista Trailhead for participants who don’t have a vehicle. The bus leaves the Wilderness Access Center (WAC) at 8:30am and the Denali Visitor Center (DVC) at 8:40am en route to the Mountain Vista Trailhead. Buses return every hour. The complete schedule is available at www.nps.gov/dena/planyourvisit/courtesy-shuttle-buses.htm.

June 5

FAIRBANKS - COMMON GARDEN PESTS & HOW TO MANAGE THEM will be discussed from 7 to 8pm in the UAF O'Neill Room 201. TAYLOR MAIDA will describe how to identify and manage common garden pests. There will be a brief description of the pests, how they effect the plants and methods of how to manage them. Taylor Maida is the Agriculture and Horticulture Program Assistant for the University of Alaska, Cooperative Extension Service. For additional information please contact, Amara Mohamad, at apmohammadi@alaska.edu.

**June 5, 6, & 7
Public meetings will be held in the following locations on the DRAFT SCIENTIFIC STUDY OF THE BRISTOL BAY WATERSHED and its NATURAL RESOURCES. 


**June 5 - DILLINGHAM at 11:30am in the Middle School Gymnasium


**June 5 - NAKNEK at 5pm in the Naknek School Auditorium


**June 6 - LEVELOCK at 4pm in the Rainbow Hall


**June 6 - IGIUGIG at 5pm in the Igiugig Airport Hanger


**June 7 - NONDALTON at 5pm at the Nondalton Community Center


**June 7 - NEW STUYAHOK at 1pm in the Cetuyarag Community Center

EPA’s report responds to growing interest in large-scale mining in the watershed from a number of stakeholders and local communities with a range of views and will lead to a better understanding of potential environmental impacts of these activities on the watershed. Under the Clean Water Act, EPA has the authority and responsibility to protect the nation’s water and perform scientific studies that enhance the agency’s and the public’s knowledge of water resources. EPA's focus in the assessment is scientific and technical; the agency has made no judgments about the use of its regulatory authority under the Clean Water Act and the draft study in no way prejudges future consideration of proposed mining activities. For more information, go to http://yosemite.epa.gov/R10/ECOCOMM.NSF/bristol+bay/bristolbay
**June 9

HOMER - Join the KACHEMAK BAY STATE PARK CLEANUP PARTY. Trail cleanup day starts promptly at 7 a.m. with a water taxi ride from the Homer Spit to the state park. Please pre-register at the Homer High School at The Shorebird Festival on May 12, or at the Islands and Ocean Visitor Center between May 13 and June 8. On the day of the event, participants will meet at the Seafarers Memorial on the Homer Spit for a 20-30 minute boat ride to the park. State Parks has arranged for a reduced water taxi cost of $20/person for transportation to and from the park. This is a discount of 75 percent. Shortly after 7 a.m., individuals will be assigned to a specific water taxi for transport to and from the park for the day. Each work project has a limited amount of space and will be determined by the beginning of May. Please bring food and water for the day. If you have tools for the project that you signed up for, please bring them For more information, contact Ranger Roger MacCampbell at 907-235-7024 or email roger.maccampbell@alaska.gov
June 9

SEWARD - The ALASKA SEALIFE CENTER will celebrate WORLD OCEANS DAY .by offering daytime activities free with regular admission. Activities will include face painting, art projects, ocean story time, door prizes, talking with underwater divers and more! Daytime activities will be from 1 to 5pm. Officially recognized by the United Nations in 2008, World Oceans Day is coordinated internationally by the Ocean Project and the World Ocean Network. World Oceans Day is an opportunity every year to honor the world's ocean, celebrate the products the ocean provides, and also appreciate the ocean’s own intrinsic value. The 2012 theme is “Youth: The next wave for change,” a focus meant to inspire young people in our communities to understand and protect our world’s oceans. 

June 9

SEWARD - The ALASKA SEALIFE CENTER will hold an AFTER-HOURS FUNDRAISER at 6:30pm to celebrate our oceans and support the Alaska SeaLife Center. The evening will consist of exhibit openings & new mural dedication, sustainable seafood sampling, a conservation project presentation and an art auction. Pieces donated for the auction are being offered by artists including V Rae, Ed Hutchinson, Dot Bardarson, Susan Swiderski, Liza McElroy, Nichole Feemster, Andy Hughes, and Jed Wilde. The rare offering of a Steller Sea Lion painting by our own resident female "Sugar" will also be on the auction block. For tickets please go to www.alaskasealife.org.

**June 13

FAIRBANKS - Back in the Day… Before Oil with TERRANCE COLE will be presented at 7pm in the Schaible Auditorium. What was Alaska like before the pipeline? What’s been gained?  What’s been lost? Dr. Cole will expand on his vast and entertaining knowledge of Alaska history, and discuss the changes Alaska has experienced as a result of the discovery of oil. Terrence Cole graduated from the University of Alaska Fairbanks in 1976 with bachelor of arts degrees in geography and in northern studies, and 1979 with a master's degree in history. He continued his education and received his PhD in American history at the University of Washington in 1983. In his 21 years as a professor, Terrence has been instrumental in Alaska and abroad bringing excitement to the study of history. He has authored five books about Alaska's history.   Today he will be discussing what Alaska was like before the pipeline, changes brought on by it, and other various tidbits of Alaska's exciting history.

**June 14

FAIRBANKS - KNIK ARM BRIDGE AND TOLL AUTHORITY (KABATA) will hold an Audit Committee Meeting at 12:30pm, it will be followed by a Board of Directors Meeting at 1:30pm. Both meetings will be held at the Fairbanks Legislative Information Office in Fairbanks, Alaska. These Meetings are open and the public is invited to attend. Any questions, please contact the KABATA office at (907 )269-6698.

ITEMS OF INTEREST
The U.S. FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE is engaging in a public process to explore expanding incentives for VOLUNTARY PARTNERSHIPS with PRIVATE LANDOWNERS and OTHER LAND STEWARDS to HELP CONSERVE IMPERILED WILDLIFE. This effort is part of our commitment to use innovative approaches to restore and protect the habitats for wildlife, improve implementation of the Endangered Species Act, and to strengthen local economies by preserving working lands. They are requesting suggestions and input from the public on ways we can make existing conservation tools more effective, such as Habitat Conservation Plans, Safe Harbor Agreements, and Candidate Conservation Agreements with Assurances. They are also seeking input on how to improve incentives, such as pre-approved conservation credits, for landowners and others to take voluntary conservation actions beneficial to species that are candidates for addition to the Federal List of Endangered and Threatened Wildlife and Plants, and for other at-risk species. The comment period closes on July 13. For more information, go to http://www.fws.gov/endangered/improving_ESA/landowner_incentives.html..

A new effort to revise the 2002 REVISED CHUGACH NATIONAL FOREST LAND & RESOURCE MANAGEMENT PLAN under a new planning rule is scheduled for later this year. The Forest Service is collecting data about folks' likes and dislikes about the Forest as a whole or specific places within it. Go to http://yourchugachforest.com to easily submit comments and also read all the comments that have been submitted so far. You may also mark specific locations with comments through a mapping device.

DAVE ARNOLD has been selected as the NEW EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR for the NORTHERN ALASKA ENVIRONMENTAL CENTER (NEAC). Dave brings an impressive set of leadership skills to NAEC and a deep commitment to conservation in northern Alaska and the Arctic. He comes most recently from three years as City Administrator and Planner for the City of Nuiqsut, on the Colville River on the North Slope of the Brooks Range. Dave’s prior experience also includes over 15 years of administrative and faculty appointments at Ball State University and Frostburg State University, among others. He has a Ph.D. from Indiana University in Atmospheric Science with a minor in Hydrology. He lives in Fairbanks with his wife, Cindy.

The Bering Sea Elders Group and the Alaska Marine Conservation Council have produced THE NORTHERN BERING SEA: OUR WAY OF LIFE, A NORTHERN BERING SEA MAPPING PROJECT to compile spatial information about hunting and fishing use in the ocean and ecologically sensitive marine areas for the species used by coastal tribes in the Yukon-Kuskokwim and Bering Strait regions. The objective was to identify use areas and to identify other areas beyond hunting and fishing grounds, either from direct observation, traditional knowledge or science, that are important for maintaining healthy populations of subsistence species (e.g. migration routes, offshore ice edge, seasonal habitats). The maps are intended to inform fishery management and other policy decisions that affect resources used for subsistence activities and local small-scale fisheries, and the marine ecosystem that supports them. The Northern Bering Sea: Our Way of Life is available at http://www.beringseaelders.org/Bering%20Sea%20Map%20Report%202011%20-%20Final.pdf.

ADVENTURE BEYOND THE END OF THE ROAD .a 125-mile water trail from the Homer Spit to Seldovia inspiring exploration, understanding, and stewardship of the natural treasure that is Kachemak Bay. To volunteer to help with this project or for more information, contact Dave Brann at brann@alaska.net or George Reising at gbsreising@gmail.com, co-chairs of the Kachemak Bay Water Trail Steering Committee

The JOINT FINAL REPORT from the ALASKA CLIOMES PROJECT and the CANADA CLIOMES PROJECT is now available at http://www.snap.uaf.edu/attachments/Cliomes-FINAL.pdf. The report offers the public, including land managers, government agencies, communities, businesses, academics and nonprofits, new perspectives on how climate change affects northern ecosystems.

The projects used historical weather data to divide the landscape into areas of similar climate. Each of these areas or cliomes is described based on the characteristic pattern of vegetation and wildlife species that thrive under those particular climate conditions. The project then used climate models to project how ongoing climate change may cause the landscape to shift in coming decades. Project results suggest some major shifts in these cliomes and the ecosystems associated with them. Climate patterns currently found in Interior and arctic Alaska, the Yukon and the Northwest Territories are expected to shift northward. By 2069, models suggest that some Canadian cliomes are likely to move into Alaska from the east. Climate patterns and associated species that are now normal in the southern prairie provinces of Canada may become common across the Far North. Ecosystem change depends on not only climate change, but also the movement of seeds, the formation of new soil types and other major landscape changes. While project results represent possible rather than actual changes, large-scale landscape change is likely by the end of the century. This effort is intended to provide a range of descriptions of possible futures, in order to help people plan for change and adapt to it. Our hope is that this report will trigger new research, discussion and collaboration, and will help define new areas for ecosystem monitoring and adaptation efforts.

ANCHORAGE TO ZERO WASTE is available at http://www.muni.org/Departments/SWS/Documents/AtoZspr12_finalupdate_web.pdf. In this issue, you'll learn how simple maintenance fixes to your household appliances can save you money and increase the life of your appliances. You'll also learn how to keep our waterways clean by building a rain garden or installing other low-impact development projects. The recycling matrix and map have been updated and composting drop-off locations have been added. There also are tips for reducing your yard waste at home through backyard composting, mulching, and landscaping changes. Learn about the Municipal's gas-to-energy project at the landfill, a local school with a wind turbine, home energy-efficiency classes, and all sorts of spring and summer events.

NEW ARCTIC POLICY COMMISSION LOOKING FOR PUBLIC MEMBERS. Over the course of two years, the Alaska Policy Commission will hold meetings in Arctic areas of the state as well as Anchorage, Fairbanks and Juneau. The Commission is tasked with providing preliminary recommendations on an Alaska’s Arctic policy by January 30, 2014 and delivering a final Arctic Policy by January 30, 2015. While the United States has an official written Arctic Policy (National Security Presidential Directive (NSPD)-66), Alaska does not. Most of the other Arctic Nations and the Northwest Territories already have established Arctic policies. As the jurisdiction that makes the United States an Arctic nation and as the only U.S. state that is home to Arctic residents, Alaska needs an Arctic policy of its own. The Arctic Policy Commission will be a driving force in establishing an Alaskan Arctic policy but first it needs dedicated public members to serve on the commission. The work of the commission will require its members to travel extensively and dedicate many hours of hard work to accomplish its goals. Travel expenses and a daily per diem will be provided. If you are interested in serving as a public member of the Arctic Policy Commission send a letter of interest and a resume to Senate President Gary Stevens: Senator_Gary_Stevens@legis.state.ak.us and Speaker of the House Mike Chenault: Representative_Mike_Chenault@legis.state.ak.us. 

VOLUNTEERS OPPORTUNITIES
June 8 & 9
Volunteers are needed to LEAD a SPIN CASTING and FLY FISHING STATION at POTTER MARSH DISCOVERY DAYS.. Teach kids fishing technique (not with real hooks) and letting them try out some fishing poles. There are high school helpers through the Youth Employment in the Parks program who are available to assist, and ADFG provides the fishing poles, but a few responsible adults to help lead this activity are needed. All the regular 

fishing groups have been contacted cast. – Alaska Flyfishers, Casting for Recovery, etc. – but we haven’t had any luck getting interested anglers, so a wider net is being cast. The event hours on Friday, June 8, from 11 to 3. This day is for kids primarily. Camp groups are invited and trying to reach kids who might not otherwise visit Potter Marsh. We expect about 300 school age kids. Saturday, June 9, from 11 to 4. This day is for families. We usually have about 1,000 people at this event. The goal of the event is to encourage kids and families to spend more time outside (NATIONAL GET OUTDOORS DAY) and to get to know Potter Marsh.

Volunteers are needed to GATHER DATA ON INVASIVE SWEET CLOVER in Alaska and northern North America. Alaska’s climate warming is allowing invasive plants to take hold in Alaska and possibly luring pollinators away from native berries, says UAF ecologist Christa Mulder. Alaska’s native berries share similar habitats and pollinators with invasive plants such as sweet clover. Mulder is leading a project studying whether the presence of sweet clover can alter the production of bog blueberries and mountain cranberries. You don’t need to be a professional scientist to do research, you can make and record observations and be a part of the research team.

For details on becoming a citizen scientist, go to https://sites.google.com/a/alaska.edu/melibee-project/ or contact Katie Spellman at kvillano@alaska.edu or Christa Mulder at cpmulder@alaska.edu.

MATANUSKA-SUSITNA BOROUGH VOLUNTEER LAKE MONITOR – Monitor your lake just once a month during the ice free season to help maintain these valuable community resources! As a lake monitor, you will learn about your lake, collect baseline data, track changes, document aquatic plants and help maintain water quality. Currently, the program needs volunteers for Rocky Lake, Big Beaver Lake, Matanuska Lake, Lake Lucille, Kepler Lake, Bradley Lake and Knik Lake. Please contact Lisa Borowsky at lisa.borowsky@matsugov.us or Melanie Trost at melanie.trost@matsugov.us for additional information about the program and upcoming trainings. 

Applications Being Accepted for the VOICES OF THE WILDERNESS ARTIST RESIDENCY-2012. Residency programs are held on both the CHUGACH AND TONGASS NATIONAL FORESTS and take place at various times from June through September. The program is open to artists and art professionals in all media – visual (two and three dimensional: photographers, sculptors, painters), audio (musicians, singers, composers), film (video/filmmakers), and writers (poets, fiction, essays, storytellers). Participating artists are paired with a wilderness ranger and actively engage in stewardship projects, such as research, monitoring, and education. The idea is to give artists a sense of the stewardship behind America’s public lands, fostering an artistic exploration of these natural and cultural treasures.

As a volunteer, each artist will assist with some basic ranger duties, which may include boarding a tour boat to provide education, participating in research projects, such as seal counts or climate change studies, walking a beach to remove litter, or other generally light duties. However, an emphasis for the artist will be experiencing the wilderness and exploring how to communicate its inspirational qualities through their artwork. To learn more about the program and download an application, visit www.myalaskaforests.com or contact Barbara Lydon at (907) 783-0090, or email blydon@fs.fed.us.

COASTWALK JAPAN TSUNAMI DEBRIS MONITORING - As debris from the tsunami in Japan makes its way to our shores, it is important to learn as much as possible about the issues connected with it and to stay up to date on the facts as they become known. The CENTER FOR ALASKAN COASTAL STUDIES is a statewide leader in marine debris prevention education and community cleanups through our CoastWalk program, need a few VOLUNTEERS who have experience with our CoastWalk program to begin more regular monitoring of select beaches. Through monthly monitoring we hope to be able to track changes in the debris items and amounts. When confirmed sightings of debris are made in Alaska, we will expand or monitoring and cleanup efforts to include more beaches and more frequent CoastWalks. By comparing incoming data to the past 28 years of data we have collected, we will be able to observe if the type or amount of debris is changing and what the impact of the new debris is. For more information, contact Patrick Chandler at 907-235-6667. For more information about the CoastWalk monitoring program, marine debris, or to report debris items on local beaches, please contact the Center for Alaskan Coastal Studies at 907-235-6667 or info@akcoastalstudies.org.

KENAI PENINSULA: STREAM WATCH, an award winning volunteer program founded in 1994, is making a difference on the Kenai Peninsula! Join the team of more than 60 trained Ambassadors to share river stewardship information and complete river restoration projects along the pristine waters of the Kenai, Kasilof and Russian Rivers. Protect world famous fisheries while enjoying the beauty of the peninsula. All of the training and supplies are provided for a great day in the great outdoors. Volunteer camping sites available. For more information, visit our webpage at www.KenaiWatershed.org or email StreamWatch@kenaiwatershed.org.

CENTER FOR ALASKAN COASTAL STUDIES are celebrating their 30th ANNIVERSARY and looking for some help. At this time, we are looking for someone to work about 10 hours/week for about a month. We recognize and appreciate that amount of time and commitment. So we’d like to offer the person who fulfills this volunteer opportunity for Intertidal & Forest Ecology Exploration and overnight stay at Peterson Bay! We can pay for RT transportation for 3 to the Field Station. Our heated yurts will sleep up to 8 (bunk beds for 6) so you may bring your family/friends if you pay just that transportation fee. The Field Station has a full kitchen with all the amenities so you just have to bring food, sleeping bags and a sense of adventure. If you are interested in ‘applying’ for this, contact Melanie Dufour at (907) 235.6746, FAX: (907) 235.6668, or email melanie@akcoastalstudies.org. For more information, go to www.akcoastalstudies.org.

FAIRBANKS - INTERIOR ALASKA GREEN STAR is SEEKING NEW MEMBERS for its BOARD OF DIRECTORS. If you care about promoting green living, recycling, and community sustainability, this is the position for you. We are looking for energetic, creative, and enthusiastic people to support Interior Alaska Green Star’s mission to encourage households and businesses to practice waste reduction, energy conservation and pollution prevention. Benefits of becoming a board member include forming meaningful and lasting connections in the community, contributing to the impact Interior Alaska Green Star makes in our community, and supporting locally-based sustainable practices. If this sounds good to you, we would love to hear from you! For more detailed information about the time commitment and required duties, please visit: www.iagreenstar.org/participate/join-the-board for links to additional information, or email us at info@iagreenstar.org.

MAT-SU/COPPER BASIN AREA CITIZENS ADVISORY BOARD MEMBERS are needed. Each member's term is three years, with an option to renew. Board members are recruited from the community at large to represent the various recreational, historical, and cultural resource interests in a balanced manner for the Division of Parks and Outdoor Recreation. The Citizen Advisory Board members fulfill an important role of communication between Alaska State Parks and Mat-Su/Copper Basin communities. In the past year, the board considered issues such as the Hatcher Pass Management Area Plan Revision, the South Denali Project development, Fishhook Hydroelectric Projects, and cell towers in Denali State Park. This year the board will be working on the Nancy Lake State Recreation Area Management Plan update, the Denali State Park Trails Plan, and capital improvement projects in the Mat-Su/Copper Basin Area. Each fall, the board assists with a legislative briefing for the Mat-Su Legislative Delegation. Board meetings are held September through May, on the second Tuesday of each month, at the Wasilla Middle School Library. Members from outlying areas can attend meetings telephonically. The board welcomes the public to attend its monthly meetings. Go to http://dnr.alaska.gov/parks/misc/brdappgeneric.pdf for the on-line PDF application. Applications are also available at the state parks office at 7278 East Bogard Road in Wasilla. For more information, contact the Park office at 745-8935.

INTERNSHIPS
AK DEPT. of ENVIRONMENTAL CONSERVATION’S (DEC) SOLID WASTE PROGRAM is recruiting for SEVERAL COLLEGE INTERN II/III/IVS in Anchorage and Fairbanks to assist with our Waste Erosion Assessment and Review (WEAR) project. This 4 year project is being conducted in collaboration with the DEC Contaminated Sites Program to assess eroding landfills, dump sites and contaminated sites in western and northern Alaska. This effort will help prioritize mitigation efforts. Interns will have the opportunity to work with DEC scientists and engineers. You will also travel to rural Alaskan communities to assess erosion risks and the potential impacts on human health and the environment. Key Responsibilities: Performing site research work using various databases, GIS and aerial photography; Field work in communities assisting in site inspections; Report writing applying technical writing skills; Data management using internal databases and spreadsheets; Applying classroom knowledge to addressing environmental issues; and Working with statewide environmental regulatory programs. Minimum Qualifications differ based on level of application. For position details and to apply go to Workplace Alaska at http://workplace.alaska.gov. For Questions on this position contact Kim Jordan, Administrative Assistant, at 907-269-7581 or email kim.jordan@alaska.gov.

MARKETING & PUBLIC RELATIONS INTERNSHIP for the SPENARD FARMERS MARKET for the 2012 Market Season. The Spenard Farmers Market encourages sustainability through local agriculture and community development, it is the only nonprofit farmers market in Anchorage. The ideal candidate would have an interest in local food issues and excellent communication skills. While the internship is unpaid, it is part time, extremely flexible and can be outside! This would be the perfect opportunity for someone seeking college credit, building their resume or networking within the nonprofit and environmental community before college graduation. Email a resume and statement of interest to spenardfarmersmarket@gmail.com.

INTERNSHIPS AVAILABLE with ALASKA YOUTH for ENVIRONMENTAL ACTION. AYEA is a youth leadership and civic engagement program for high school students from across Alaska to build skills and take action on issues they care about. We host youth leadership summits focused on project planning, community organizing, and political action, and we support youth-led projects throughout the school year. We are currently looking for volunteer interns to lead a variety of projects in 2012. Gain mad skillz in community organizing, navigating the political system, event planning, communication, and/or fundraising. AYEA staff are super cool and it will probably be the best internship EVER. Rolling deadline. Positions open until filled. Applicants do not have to live in Anchorage to be eligible. For more information, go to http://ayea.org/?s=internship.

POSITIONS AVAILABLE
**BUDGET ANALYST, GS-0560-09/11 for the U.S. FISH & WILDLIFE SERVICE, NATIONAL WILDLIFE REFUGE SYSTEM located in Anchorage. Are you passionate about wildlife conservation, finding solutions to get the job done, and being part of a team? Will you bring a unique perspective to the work that we do? If so, we want you. This position is critical to the success of the National Wildlife Refuge System in fulfilling its mission to conserve a network of lands and water in Alaska. Although based in Anchorage, you will be assisting refuge managers from the Aleutians to the North Slope get their work done. To apply, your résumé must contain the job title (include job series and grade if Federal), duties, starting and ending date (month/year) and hours per week worked. It is strongly recommended that you use the USAJobs Resume Builder because it was designed to ensure that your resume includes the standard information needed. The Resume Builder is available at http://www.usajobs.gov/infocenter/resumetips.asp. There are two ways to apply. If you are not currently a federal employee but are a US Citizen then go to http://www.usajobs.gov/GetJob/ViewDetails/31747900. If you are currently a federal employee and would like to join the only government organization whose sole mission is wildlife conservation, then go to http://www.usajobs.gov/GetJob/ViewDetails/317480700. The position closes June 6.
ENVIRONMENTAL TECHNICIAN for the YUKON RIVER INTER-TRIBAL WATERSHED COUNCIL located in Fairbanks beginning as soon as possible and ending September 15. Salary: $10-13/hr DOE. The Environmental Technician (ET) will play an intricate role in the Science program and will be responsible for assisting the Science Director (SD) and Environmental Scientists with program goals and objectives. This position will include fieldwork during the summer season; traveling throughout the Yukon River Basin via boat, canoe, kayak, small plane, and by foot. Outdoor experience; paddling, driving a boat, and survival skills are highly recommended. There will arise the need for camping and “bush style travel”. This position will, at times, require long work hours. This position will also include data entry and sample processing in a basic laboratory. Being a team player is a must. All employees of the department share common duties, making clear communication and reporting are essential. Experience:

Paddling a canoe; Driving a boat; Outdoor safety; Word, Excel, Access; Data management; and Engine/gear maintenance. If interested please send a cover letter, resume and contact information for three references to rtoohey@yritwc.org.

OFFICE ADMINISTRATOR – Part-time (25- 30 hrs/week) for THE WILDERNESS SOCIETY ANCHORAGE REGIONAL OFFICE. The Office Administrator is responsible for the overall administrative operation of The Wilderness Society’s 10-person Alaska Regional Office. Qualifications: The ideal candidate for this position is a team player who has general office experience, executive assistant experience, is highly motivated and well-organized and is an energetic self-starter who can work efficiently with attention to detail and with minimal supervision. Ability to work effectively and diplomatically under pressure with a wide variety of people is essential; Two years’ experience in office administration; Excellent verbal and written communication skills are required; Knowledge of IT basics and ability to resolve IT issues are strongly desired; Proven problem-solving abilities and effective time management are required; Familiarity with and/or interest in conservation issues is a plus; Bachelor’s Degree preferred. We offer a very competitive salary and benefits package, including health and dental insurance and a pension plan. To apply, please submit a cover letter, resume, and three references to twsrecruit@tws.org with 'AK Office Administrator' in the subject line. No phone calls please.

OFFICE MANAGER for TRUSTEES FOR ALASKA located in Anchorage. Successful candidates will have strong organizational and administrative skills and the ability to prioritize and handle multiple tasks. The office manager provides support services to the staff including but not limited to managing the organization’s finances, maintain office systems, human resources, and IT Support. Qualifications and Required Skills: Bachelor's degree in business or related experience; At least 2 years of directly applicable experience; Knowledge of nonprofit bookkeeping, and IT basics; Proficiency with Windows 7, Microsoft Office and QuickBooks; Excellent verbal and written communication skills; Express a high level of attention to detail and excellent organizational and effective time management skills; Ability to handle high pressure circumstances and be flexible to changing situations; Demonstrated ability to work independently, and to prioritize and handle multiple tasks; and Passion for protecting the environment of Alaska. Position is Full-time, competitive salary and benefits. To apply send an e-mail with resume, cover letter and references and include “Office Manager” in subject line to ecolaw@trustees.org.

INFORMATION SERVICES SPECIALIST in the Department of Philanthropy & Communications at the ALASKA CONSERVATION FOUNDATION (ACF) in Anchorage. Duties and responsibilities, including but not limited to Data/Donation management; Database administration; Analysis & Reporting; Planning for Awards Event. Job Specifications: Pro-active, process-oriented with strong analytical and organizational skills; Excellent verbal and written communication skills. Ability to present information concisely and effectively; Attention to detail and accuracy a must; Team player. Qualifications: A passion for Alaska and protecting its environment; Bachelor's degree required; Minimum 2-3 year experience working with a donor management system; experience with Salesforce preferred. Knowledge of WealthEngine, Conga Composer, and online payment systems (Click & Pledge) desirable; Proficient in MS Office (Word, Excel, Powerpoint). For more information, contact Jacqueline Lee, Operations/HR Manager, at (907) 276-1917, (907) 229-4268 Cell, (907) 274-4145 Fax, or go to www.alaskaconservation.org.

SENIOR EPIDEMIOLOGIST at the ALASKA NATIVE EPIDEMIOLOGY CENTER, part of the Alaska Native to work on projects from cancer to suicide to regional health profiles, and would play a major role in domestic violence and sexual violence projects. Their role would be part epidemiology and part program evaluation and technical assistance, all to help the Tribal Health System and the health of Alaska Native and American Indian people in Alaska. Anyone is welcome to apply, and we strongly encourage Alaska Native, American Indian, Aboriginal Canadian, and other indigenous health professionals to apply. The job posing can be found at https://anthc.silkroad.com/epostings/index.cfm?fuseaction=app.jobinfo&jobid=218999&company_id=15902&source=ONLINE&JobOwner=992401&bycountry=0&bystate=0&bylocation=NULL&keywords=20120214&byCat=&tosearch=yes.
ENVIRONMENTAL SPECIALIST for DOWL HKM’s Anchorage office. Experience with the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), environmental documentation, agency consultation, and permitting is required. General familiarity with special study areas relating to aquatic biology, wildlife, noise, air quality, wetlands, archeology/cultural resources, contaminated soil investigations, and/or other environmental analyses is considered beneficial. Excellent writing capabilities, strong initiative and leadership skills, and a desire to work with diverse interests to build better projects are critical. The successful candidate will have a minimum B.S. from an accredited environmental, engineering, or related science program (M.S. is preferred) and at least 2 years of progressively responsible NEPA project experience. DOWL HKM is an Alaska Native owned and equal opportunity and affirmative action employer. We offer competitive salaries, excellent benefits, tuition reimbursement, exciting projects, great co-workers and clients, and a fun work environment. Apply today! Go to: www.dowlhkm.com to view full position descriptions for all open positions at DOWL HKM, and to apply on-line. If you have questions or experience technical difficulties, please send an email message to us at careers@dowlhkm.com.

PRESIDENT and CEO for the ALASKA SEALIFE CENTER in Seward. The President & CEO, under the direction of the Board of Directors of the Company, shall have general oversight and direction of the Company’s operations. Minimum Qualifications, Skills & Knowledge: 15+ years in a senior-level position that has had oversight and management responsibilities of multiple programs. A balance of scientific research and facilities operation a must; aquarium experience preferred; must have demonstrated excellent communication skills with the ability to be a relationship builder. Must have a background in fundraising and development coupled with knowledge of foundations and other donors who have a philanthropic desire to support similarly situated programs and research activities. Education/Training Requirements: While a PhD is desired, an advanced degree is required coupled with an academic and/or scientific background. Travel: The successful incumbent can expect extensive travel within Alaska as well as between Alaska and the lower 48. More information about ASLC and the position is available at http://www.alaskasealife.org/. Please send electronic versions of a letter of application and resume/curriculum vitae to: Cindy L. Ecklund at cindye@alaskasealife.org.

To RECEIVE What's Up, or to ADD meetings, events, publications, deadlines, websites, or CHANGE EMAIL ADDRESS or UNSUBSCRIBE, contact Peg Tileston at 907-561-0540, FAX 907-563-2747 or pegt@gci.net..
