 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1**Mark new items in this issue.

April 25, 2012
Compiled Weekly by Peg Tileston

On behalf of the Alaska Women’s Environmental Network (AWEN), Alaska 

Center for the Environment (ACE), and Alaska Conservation Alliance (ACA)

CONFERENCES, WORKSHOPS, SEMINARS, TRAINING
April 26

PALMER - The WILD AND SCENIC ENVIRONMENTAL FILM FESTIVAL 2012 will be held from 6 to 10pm at the Historic Palmer Train Depot. The festival combines award winning environmental and adventure films with the energy of local activism. This year, we've chosen a powerful selection of environmental and adventure films that are sure to inspire and inform. This fun filled community event will include guest speakers, live music, local foods, drinks, stellar door prizes and an inspiring program of films the whole family will enjoy. Ticket Prices: $10 per person for advance tickets (children under 10 are free) or $12 at the door (Space is limited so advanced ticket purchase is recommended). To purchase advanced tickets go to http://www.valleyfilmfestival.com/ or contact Jeremiah Millen at director@foms.net.

April 26, May 1, 3 & 7
Open House meetings will be held at the following locations to discuss the ANCHORAGE TRAILS PLAN 

April 26 - from 5:30 to 7:30pm at Wendler Middle School, 2905 Lake Otis Parkway 


May 1 - from 6:30 to 8:30pm at Spring Hill Elementary School, 9911 Lake Otis Parkway 

May 3 - EAGLE RIVER from 5:30 to 7:30pm in the Community Meeting Room at the Eagle River Town Center, 12001 Business Blvd.


May 7 - GIRDWOOD - from 5:30 to 7:30pm at the Girdwood Community Center in the Girdwood Library

The Municipality is embarking on developing the ANCHORAGE TRAILS PLAN, the third and FINAL ELEMENT OF THE NON-MOTORIZED TRANSPORTATION PLAN, an element of the Comprehensive Plan. (The other two elements are the Pedestrian Plan, adopted in 2007, and the Bicycle Plan, adopted in 2010.) The Anchorage Trails Plan, which focuses on recreational trails and trail use, will replace the 1997 Areawide Trails Plan. More information on the plan revision process can be found at http://www.muni.org/Departments/OCPD/Planning/AMATS/Pages/AnchorageTrailsPlan.aspx. For more information, email amatsinfo@muni.org or call 343-7991.

**April 27

PALMER - WILD-SCAPING- CREATE A DIVERSE WILDLIFE HAVEN IN YOUR YARD : MAKE YOUR YARD A BIODIVERSE SANCTUARY will be presented from 7 to 9pm at the Valley Community Recycling Solutions.- Directions on their Website. Cost: $12. Workshop will be presented by BETH BAKER, Certified Naturalist & Master Gardener. As caretakers of private land, we can help enrich wildlife habitat and foster biodiversity—whether we have a huge yard or only a front deck! Learn which flowers will nurture endangered pollinators.--Find out which woody plants the moose will not eat.--Discover the herbs, shrubs, and berries that will attract butterflies and migrating song birds.--Choose a lawn management plan that promotes wildlife health. Please register by going to www.goodearthgardenschool.com. 

April 27

ANCHORAGE - FIRST of SEVERAL FREE ALASKA ENERGYSMART EDUCATOR WORKSHOPS will be held from 5 to 9pm at Begich Middle School by the Alaska Center for Energy & Power UAF and Renewable Energy Alaska Project..The workshop will train teachers how to use the new AK EnergySmart energy efficiency curriculum and will provide hard copies of lessons to all attendees. Go to http://alaskarenewableenergy.org/2012/03/new-alaska-energy-efficiency-curriculum-underway/ to learn more about the curriculum and to download a registration form. For more information, contact Courtney Munson at REAP at 907-929-7770 or email c.munson@realaska.org.

April 27 - 29

SUTTON - 2ND ANNUAL INDIGENOUS WOMEN’S REPRODUCTIVE AND ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH SYMPOSIUM. This symposium is a coordinated effort with several partner organizations including: Alaska Community Action on Toxics (ACAT), International Indian Treaty Council (IITC), Chickaloon Village Traditional Council, and the International Indigenous Women’s Forum (FIMI-IIWF). For more information, ACAT at 907-222-7714 .

**April 28

FAIRBANKS - BASIC ROCK AND MINERAL IDENTIFICATION WORKSHOP will be held from 9am to 4:30pm at the Tanana District Cooperative Extension Service office, 724 27th Avenue. Extension community development agent MARA BACSUJLAKY, who has worked as a field geologist in Pennsylvania and Alaska, will teach the workshop. It is designed for beginner rock hounds or those with basic knowledge of rock and mineral identification..The workshop focus on the primary rock-forming minerals and some of the more common metallic minerals that are of economic or collecting interest. Participants will learn the basic mineral classification systems and how to identify mineral specimens based on physical characteristics such as color, crystal shape, relative density, magnetism, hardness and luster. The workshop will emphasize rock types that are commonly associated with minerals such as gold, diamonds or garnets. The class fee of $15 will pay for a field identification tool kit. Sign up online at http://bit.ly/ak-rock-id or call Bacsujlaky at 474-5741. The workshop is geared to adults but students in middle and high school may participate with an adult. Participants are asked to bring a rock or mineral they find interesting and a small pocketknife. For more information, contact Mara Bacsujlaky at 474-5741 or mcbacsujlaky@alaska.edu.

April 28

ANCHORAGE - The ALASKA WIND FOR SCHOOLS offers training to help teachers incorporate wind power education in their classrooms at this all-day workshop to be held at Begich Middle School. The workshop is free to all educators on a first come, first serve basis. Breakfast and lunch will be provided and hands-on energy kits will be available for loan to all workshop attendees through the Alaska Wind for Schools program. To register, go to https://www.regonline.com/activereports/smartLink.aspx?eventid=D9T127nlnSs=&crid=778153. For more information, contact Courtney Munson at REAP at 907-929-7770 or email c.munson@realaska.org.

**April 28 & 29

SOLDOTNA - ENERGY EFFICIENCY CLASSES will be held at the Aspen Hotel from 8am to 5pm each day including topics such as Building Science Basics, Finding & Fixing Air Leaks, How to Choose a Contractor, Energy Savings with Lighting & Appliances, Heating & Hot Water Choices, Evaluating Doors & Windows, Insulating for Savings & Comfort, and Healthy Indoor Air through Ventilation. Register for this free class at www.ACHPalaska.com or call 258-2247.

May 3 - 6
COPPER RIVER DELTA SHOREBIRD FESTIVAL,

Highlighting a vast number of migratory shorebirds stopping over on the Copper River Delta, this is truly a great festival in the wonderful little town of Cordova. For more information go to http://cordovachamber.com and click on the shorebird festival tab on the left hand column.

May 3-4

MAT-SU - TAPPING INTO SPRING! BIRCH TREE TAPPING CREDIT WORKSHOP will be held at the Matanuska Experimental Farm using Project Learning Tree and the Alaska Wildlife Curriculum. For more information, contact Meg Burgett at asburgett@alaska.edu or at 907- 376-0580 or sign up on My Learning Plan Mat-Su..

**May 3

ANCHORAGE - RETROFIT AND COLD CLIMATE HOMEBUILDING WORKSHOP will be held from 6:30 to 9pm at the Anchorage District Cooperative Extension Office, 1675 C St., Suite 100. Buying, building or remodeling? Presenter RICHARD SEIFERT, Extension's community sustainability coordinator. Use this form located at http://www.uaf.edu/ces/energy/housing_energy/events/retrofit/ to register. For more information, call 907-786-6300 or 907-474-7201. Cost: No charge! Includes Retrofit Manual.

May 4

SEWARD - COOPERATIVE WEED MANAGEMENT AREA (CWMA) ANNUAL SPRING CONFERENCE will be held from 10am to 4pm at the UAF Marine Science Center (Rae building) on 3rd Avenue. This event is free to the public. Topics of discussion include: Railroad vegetation management, control projects from Homer to Seward, freshwater invasive plant identification and control, understanding herbicide labels, cost estimates for invasive species prevention and control statewide, integrated pest management practices for gardeners, and responsible landscaping choices. Please contact Jen Kain at sewardweeds@yahoo.com for more information on the event.

**May 5

COLD CLIMATE HOMEBUILDING TECHNIQUES WORKSHOP will be held from 9am to 5pm at Anchorage District Co-operative Office, 1675 C Street, Suite 100. Presenter, RICHARD SEIFERT, Extension's community sustainability coordinator. Use this form located at http://www.uaf.edu/ces/energy/housing_energy/events/retrofit/ to register. For more information, call 907-786-6300 or 907-474-7201. Cost: No charge, Includes manual with CD.

**May 10 - 13

HOMER - KACHEMAK BAY SHOREBIRD FESTIVAL - This festival highlights a large variety of migratory shorebirds with many wonderful programs to attend. For more information go to http://www.homeralaska.org/events/kachemakBayShorebirdFestival/schedule.htm.

**May 12

JUNEAU - MARITIME FESTIVAL Local Seafood: harvesting and processing, as well as eating! Marine Recreation for locals and visitors alike: where, how and when to find extraordinary opportunities with safety in mind Maritime Commerce: hands-on experiences to learn about the variety of marine vessels that work the waters of SE Alaska, Local Environmental and Climate Awareness: learning opportunities for kids and adults alike. Displays and demonstrations of research, resource management, and marine safety. Maritime Culture: songs, stories and histories reflecting life now and past in this extraordinary place Waterfront Planning: presentations of what the future may hold for the waterfront and adjacent areas For more information, go to http://www.juneaumaritimefestival.org/.

**May 17 - 20

KENAI - The KENAI BIRDING FESTIVAL is full of activities designed for birders of all levels, including young and beginning birders. In addition to local birding experts, BILL THOMPSON, III, world renowned birder, author and Bird Watcher's Digest Editor, will provide workshops and outings as well as rafting trips, films, art shows and more. This 4-day event showcases the beautiful state parks, fantastic wildlife refuge and pristine beaches that draw thousands of birds to the Kenai Peninsula each year. Free and fee activities. For more information including a detailed schedule, visit www.kenaibirdfest.com.

**May 19, June 2 & 3, July 4 & 5, August 25 & 26
ARTS IN THE PARKS will be held at the following dates and locations:


**May 19 - JUNEAU at Eagle Beach State Recreation Area


**June 2 & 3 - Eklutna Lake, Chugach State Park


**July 4 & 5 - HATCHER PASS - Independence Mine State Historical Park


**August 25 & 26 – FAIRBANKS - Chena River State Recreation Area

For more information, to RSVP camping, or to share ideas, please contact David Griffin at (907) 269-8696, david.griffin@alaska.gov or go to www.alaskastateparks.org.

**May 31 - June 3

YAKUTAT - 2nd ANNUAL YAKUTAT TERN FESTIVAL CELEBRATING BIRDS IN CULTURE - This festival centers around one of the largest known breeding colonies of Aleutian Tern. Witness the terns and the region's rich artistic and cultural heritage at this wonderful festival. Lots of great activities planned including field trips (new kayak and charter boat based trips this year), art show, cultural events including a performance by the Mt. St. Elias Dancers, seminars, photography workshop, children's activities, live bird programs by the Alaska Raptor Center, and more. BOB ARMSTRONG is our keynote speaker For more information, contact Susan Oehlers, U.S. Forest Service, at (907) 784-3359, or go to www.yakutatternfestival.org.

**June 2 – 4

McCARTHY - CHANGING LANDSCAPES WORKSHOP FOR EDUCATORS will be held at the Wrangell Mountains Center. Find our about glaciers, rivers, volcanoes, plate-tectonics, and succession! Participants will enjoy two days of intensive and interactive field-based learning about these exciting processes. Out on the trail, you will experience the dynamic environment of the McCarthy area as a classroom using lesson modeling; place-based, hands-on activities; and focused discussions. Workshop participants will come away with new tools and knowledge for engaging K-12 students about the physical world.. Cost: $240/person.. Current members of the Wrangell Mountains Center receive a 10% discount (not applicable to the early bird price). The workshop price includes dinner the first night, and optional camping and food storage facilities. For more information visit http://www.wrangells.org/tw-CL.html.

WEBINARS, WEBCASTS & TELECONFERENCES
April 26 (TELECONFERENCE MEETING) 

Public meeting will be held LAKE CLARK NATIONAL PARK & PRESERVE » GENERAL MANAGEMENT PLAN AMENDMENT vie Facebook (http://www.facebook.com/AlaskaNPS) and twitter (https://twitter.com/#!/AlaskaNPS) from 10 to 11am. Please attend this public meeting to share your ideas, concerns, and thoughts about the alternative concepts and draft management zones.

April 26 (TELECONFERENCE MEETING)

JUNEAU/ANCHORAGE - CRUISE SHIP WASTEWATER SCIENCE ADVISORY PANEL MEETING, will meet from 8 to 10am. The public is invited to attend this conference call at the DEC Main Conference Room, 410 Willoughby Ave., Juneau, or the DEC First Floor Main Conference Room at 555 Cordova St., Anchorage. The draft agenda and more information about the Panel will be available at http://www.dec.state.ak.us/water/cruise_ships/SciencePanel/index.htm
**May 1 (TELECONFERENCE AVAILABLE)
The WILLOW MOUNTAIN CRITICAL HABITAT AREA (WMCHA) MANAGEMENT PLAN PLANNING TEAM will hold its first meeting from 1:30 to 4:30pm in the Alaska Department of Fish and Game’s Anchorage Office. Out of town planning members may participate via teleconference. The purpose of the meeting is to review public scoping comments and develop a list of issues relevant to the area. The management plan will present management goals and policies to be used in determining which activities are compatible with the protection of moose, their habitats, and with public uses of the CHA. Although these meetings are intended to be working meetings for the planning team, the public is welcome to attend. If there are any additional concerns or questions, members of the public should contact ADF&G staff listed below. For further information, or to request an agenda, please contact Ian Gill or Tammy Massie at 907-267-2342 or dfg.hab.specialarea@alaska.gov.

**May 3 (WEB CONFERENCE)
EPA will host Web Conference on the DRAFT NATIONAL WATER PROGRAM 2012 STRATEGY: RESPONSE to CLIMATE CHANGE from 3 to 5pm EDT (11am to.1pm (ADT). This web conference will provide an opportunity to pose clarifying questions to EPA on aspects of the draft 2012 Strategy document prior to the end of the public comment period on May 17. For more information on the draft strategy and how to participate in the web conference, go to http://water.epa.gov/scitech/climatechange/2012-National-Water-Program-Strategy.cfm.

**May 9 (TELECONFERENCE)
FEDERAL SUBSISTENCE BOARD will to Anchorage. via teleconference at 1-888-455-5897 (passcode 3344290)..

**May 15 (WEBINAR)
Discussion on the SHIFTING CLIMATE, ALTERED NICHE, andaa DYNAMIC CONSERVATION STRATEGY for YELLOW-CEDAR in the NORTH PACIFIC COASTAL RAINFOREST will be held from 10 to 11am. DAVID D’AMORE and PAUL HENNON, US Forest Service will lead the discussion. To register for webinars or browse our multi-media webinar archives go to www.accap.uaf.edu/teleconference.htm. 

GRANTS/AWARDS/SCHOLARSHIPS/CONTESTS
April 30
Deadline for applications for the NOAA RC/ FISHAMERICA RESTORATION GRANTS for local efforts to accomplish meaningful on-the-ground restoration of marine, estuarine and riparian habitats, including salt marshes, seagrass beds, mangrove forests, and freshwater habitats important to anadromous fish species (fish that migrate to and from the sea). Emphasis is on using a hands-on, grassroots approach to restore fisheries habitat across coastal America, the Great Lakes region, and the US Virgin Islands and Puerto Rico. Awards will range between $10,000 and $75,000 per project. Proposals may be part of a larger restoration project funded through additional sources, however, FAF/NOAA-funded on-the-ground restoration activities should be completed within one year of a grant award. Download Grant Applications at http://www.fishamerica.org11. For more information, go to http://www.fishamerica.org/grants.html or contact Erika Ammann at erikaammann@noaa.gov or 907-271-5118, Fax 907-271-3030 or email erika.ammann@noaa.gov or see http://www.nmfs.noaa.gov/habitat/restoration/.

April 30
Deadline for applications for the WILDLIFE CONSERVATION PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT GRANTS, offered by the National Environmental Education Foundation’s Classroom Earth program, that will enable applicants to take one six-week online course offered by the Wildlife Conservation Society to create a strong foundation in wildlife conservation. Participating teachers will be better equipped to bring wildlife conservation into the classroom, facilitate scientific learning and to connect students with their natural surroundings. This Classroom Earth grant opportunity will also support teachers to earn graduate level credit. For more information, visit www.classroomearth.org/2012wcgrants.

June 1
Deadline for the 2012 GREAT AMERICAN ARCTIC BIRDING CHALLENGE. Birds that breed in the Arctic have ranges that reach all 50 states and 6 continents. Some of them could be in your backyard! So round up a team, get the Great American Arctic Birding Challenge Checklist, and start birding! The Challenge contest runs from now to June 1. Each team member on the winning team will receive a prize: First Place: The new book On Arctic Ground: Tracking Time through Alaska’s National Petroleum Reserve. (Learn more about the book.); Second Place: Bird Songs of Alaska 2-CD set; birding maps for Anchorage, Kodiak, and Fairbanks; Third Place: Limited Edition “I (heart) Birds” T-shirt. For more information, go to http://ak.audubon.org/2012-great-american-arctic-birding-challenge..

June 28
Deadline for applications for the 2013 NON-PROFIT GRANT APPLICATIONS for GIRDWOOD SERVICE AREA .The Girdwood Board of Supervisors will consider applications for 2013 Parks and Recreation Non-Profit Grants as they begin overall budgeting. Application for this funding is competitive. To be eligible for these grants, your organization must be a non profit recognized by the State of Alaska and serve the Girdwood Limited Road Service area. Applications are available by contacting Lazarusjv@muni.org. This is a ‘received by’ deadline. For more information, please call 783-8146 or go to http://www.muni.org/Departments/parks/Pages/GirdwoodParksRecreation.aspx.
**July 2
Deadline for registration for the OUT8164: CREATING A SCHOOLYARD HABITAT/OUTDOOR CLASSROOM to be held September 10 - 14 at Denali National Park & Preserve. A Schoolyard Habitat/Outdoor Classroom (SH/OC) Program is a coordinated effort between schools, FWS offices, and other conservation and community organizations to establish ecologically sound restoration projects that are sustainable outdoor learning areas on school

sites. This course develops SH/OC technical consultants that can assist schools at the local level in areas such as project design, plant selection, construction, maintenance, curriculum connections, student instruction, etc. Who should register: Resource managers, Partners for Fish and Wildlife personnel, visitor service professionals, educators, outdoor recreation planners, landscape architects, law enforcement officers, or anyone whose resource management efforts would be enhanced or supported by education initiatives. (This course does not presume that

education is your primary field of responsibility, although it may be.) Cost: Tuition for FWS personnel is prepaid. Participant’s office is responsible for expenses related to travel. For participants from other agencies and organizations, there is a tuition charge of $950. Cancellation policy: All class applicants, including Service employees, who cancel their reservation four (4) weeks or less from the start of class without providing a substitute, will be charged in full for both tuition and lodging. Substitutions must be provided at the time of cancellation and

will not be permitted two weeks or less from the start of a class. To apply, go to https://doilearn.doi.gov, using DOI Learn, the Department of the Interior’s Learning Management System. After July 2, call for availability to Michelle Donlan at 304-876-7585.

DEADLINES
**April 27
DEADLINE TO REGISTER. ANCHORAGE - BIKE-PED CAMPAIGN AND FUNDING WORKSHOPS to be held on May 7 and 8. 
May 7:from 5:30 to 8:30pm, the ALLIANCE for BICYCLING and WALKING and the LEAGUE of AMERICAN BICYCLISTS will be teaching a workshop for organizations working on transportation / sustainability issues. This is an incredible opportunity for advocacy organizations in South Central to learn more about how we can build successful bike-ped campaigns and collaborate to successfully achieve our collective missions. A light dinner will be provided.

May 8: the same group, plus PETER LAGERWAY and others are facilitating a day-long, bike-ped funding workshop to present best practices from other metropolitan planning organizations around the country in utilizing federal funding streams for biking and walking, and sharing case studies from their field experiences. They will also help you understand the funding process and the important roles of advocates, agency staff, and elected officials play in securing this funding. Learn about under-utilized funding sources that exist for biking and walking projects and programs that our area organizations and agencies may not have tapped yet. Lunch will be provided. For more information and to register for both workshops, go to http://www.alaska-trails.org/ or call 333-4442.

April 27
Comments are due on the TRIENNIAL REVIEW of WATER QUALITY STANDARDS. Every three years, the AK Dept. of Environmental Conservation (DEC) conducts a comprehensive review of the water quality standards as required by law. This “Triennial Review” helps update pollution limits for Alaska's waters by integrating the latest science, technology, and federal requirements into state water quality regulations. DEC is providing an additional 60 days for public comments on high priority issues for potential revisions to water quality standards regulations. These high priority issues will form the basis of the department’s work plan for the 2011-2013 Triennial Review. No regulation revisions are being proposed in this public notice. There are more potential issues than can realistically be addressed during this three-year period. The final 2011-2013 Triennial Review work plan may also include information-gathering tasks for potential revisions that may not occur until the following Triennial Review. During the Triennial Review process, the public may also submit nominations for a specific water body to be designated as an outstanding national resource due to exceptional recreational or ecological significance. A summary of current 2011-2013 Triennial Review issues, the overall review process, and fact sheets are available at http://www.dec.state.ak.us/water/wqsar/trireview/index.htm. For more information or to submit comments, contact Jim Powell at (907) 465-5185, Fax (907) 465-5274 or email Jim.Powell@alaska.gov.

April 27
Deadline for comment on the SUSITNA HYDROELECTRIC PRE-APPLICATION DOCUMENT (PAD). As proposed, the Project would include construction of a dam, reservoir and power plant on the Susitna River starting at river mile (RM) 184, approximately 34 miles upstream of Devils Canyon. Transmission lines connecting into the existing Railbelt transmission system and an access road would also be constructed. The FERC License Application is scheduled for filing on or about September 2015. AEA looks forward to working with FERC, other federal and state agencies, Alaska Native entities, local governments, and members of the public to timely develop a license application and supporting record that fully serves the needs of all agencies with permitting authority for the Susitna-Watana Hydroelectric project. To see PAD documents, go to http://susitna-watanahydro.org/PAD.html. For more information, contact Emily Ford Public Outreach Liaison, at 907-771-3961 or email eford@aidea.org.

April 27
Comments are due on the DRAFT SPILL BASELINE AND ACCIDENT CAUSALITY STUDY from the COOK INLET RISK ASSESSMENT PROJECT. The study builds from the Vessel Traffic Study that was completed in February 2012. The intent of the Spill Baseline and Causality Study is to: Estimate the spill frequency, and project spill size distribution, by vessel type, Develop an oil spill baseline over the 10-year study period based on projected movements of oil and the estimated average spill rate, Characterize spills from high-risk accidents, and Provide accident scenarios based on the five most dominant accident types. The results of the report will be presented to the Cook Inlet Risk Assessment Advisory Panel and Management Team at their April 23 meeting in Anchorage.. The draft report and comment form are available on the Cook Inlet Risk Assessment project website: http://www.cookinletriskassessment.com. For more information about this announcement, or the Cook Inlet Regional Citizens Advisory Council and its programs, contact Jerry Rombach, Director of Public Outreach, at 907-283-7222 or email jerryrombach@circac.org.

April 28

HOMER - Comments are due on notice of intent to begin ENGINEERING AND ENVIRONMENTAL STUDIES FOR THE SADIE COVE MATERIAL SITE located on the tip of Sadie Cove Island. The purpose of this proposed project is to remove riprap material from the material site that has been historically used as a material site for repair to Ninilchik Beach Revetment in Ninilchik The proposed work would include: Remove approximately 5,200 cubic yards of riprap material monthly. Transport material to Ninilchik Beach by barge. Equipment on site will be: backhoe, loader, dozer, fuel truck, rock sorter and barge. Environmental Best Management Practices for sediment transport control; wattles, silt fence or foam booms for water. Construction for the proposed project is anticipated to begin in Spring, 2012. For more information or to submit comments, contact Brian Elliot, Regional Environmental Manager, at 907)269-0539 or email brian.elliott@alaska.gov.

April 30
Deadline for applications for the ALASKA COMMUNITY FOREST COUNCIL. The Council is a nonprofit, state advisory organization that works to improve Alaskans’ quality of life by expanding and caring for urban and community forests. The council promotes the management of trees and forests within communities to maximize the economic, environmental, and social benefits they provide. Seats are open in the following categories: Seat D - Landscape Architect, Seat F - Construction / Right of Way, Seat H - Community Forestry/Beautification, Seat J - AK Cooperative Extension Service, Seats K and O - Members-at-Large. Applications and information about the council and the Community Forestry Program available http://forestry.alaska.gov/community/council.htm. For more information, contact Stephen Nickel at 907-269-8466 or email stephen.nickel@alaska.gov. New appointees will be notified in late May and the terms begin on July 1.

April 30
Comments are due on the proposal to OFFER FOR SALE STATE-OWNED LAND FOR PRIVATE OWNERSHIP surveyed parcels along the shores of Lake Louise, Dinty Lake, and Susitna Lake, approximately 130 miles northeast of Anchorage and approximately 40 miles northwest of Glennallen. The project area consists of 94 previously-surveyed parcels varying in size and totaling approximately 460 acres. This offering may be conducted in phases and some parcels may be combined prior to offering. There are five related actions with this proposal: a mineral order, an amendment to the Susitna Area Plan, and three Special Exceptions to the Susitna Area Plan (SUAP). These related actions will be developed as separate actions, accompany the Final Finding and Decision, and be approved prior to approval of the Final Finding and Decision. Public notice for these related actions is being conducted concurrently with the primary action’s Preliminary Decision. Additional information, contact Tom Beaucage at 907.451.2730, Tim Shilling at 907.451.2734, or email DNR DMLW LSCAS at subdivision.sales@alaska.gov.

April 30
Deadline of comments ton the METHOD TO ASSESS THE FUNCTIONS AND VALUES OF WETLANDS AROUND PALMER, WASILLA, and PORT MACKENZIE developed by the Matanuska-Susitna Borough (MSB), supported by the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (USACE). The draft report specifies the methodology and includes mapping of wetland functions and values. The methodology has been applied to previously mapped wetlands and could be applied to future wetland mapping efforts that are delineated and mapped using the Cook Inlet Classification. To see a draft of the document, go to http://ww1.matsugov.us/docman/doc_view/3760-msb-wetland-functions-and-values-assessment-march-2012-low-res?tmpl=component&format=raw. For more information or to submit comments, contact Frankie Barker by Fax at 907-745-9876 or email Frankie.barker@matsugov.us ,or Fax: (907)745-9876.

April 30

DENALI PARK - Comments are due on ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT (EA) on REPLACEMENT OF ROCK CREEK BRIDGE The project would take place during the summer of 2013. The Rock Creek Bridge, located just east of park headquarters, is an essential year-round link on the only road into Denali National Park. The bridge’s 24-foot width, combined with its curved design, often results in westbound RV trailers and semis tracking into oncoming traffic in the eastbound lane, creating a traffic hazard. It has also been identified that the bridge as one of two seismically deficient bridges on the Denali Park Road. The EA evaluates three action alternatives. The preferred alternative would replace the bridge with an 18-foot diameter culvert, with an embankment at the level of the existing bridge. Another alternative would include retrofitting the existing bridge for seismic stability and width. A third action alternative would include constructing a new bridge directly downstream of the existing bridge. The(EA) entitled Rock Creek Bridge Replacement is available at http://parkplanning.nps.gov. The EA analyzes the impacts of the No Action alternative and the three action alternatives. For more information, contact Steve Carwile at 907-644-3612 or steve_carwile@nps.gov. Submit comments to http://parkplanning.nps.gov or Faxed to 907-683-9612.

May 1
Deadline for final payment for the July 2 to 6 DENALI WITH YOUR GRANDCHILD EVENT. Bring your grandchild to Denali National Park and enjoy an exploration of the subarctic with expert resident naturalists. Walk the Savage River Trail and take plaster track casts along the river’s edge. Learn how wolf tracking is done using radio telemetry. Use wild plants to make homemade ice cream. Search for wildlife on a day-long trip to Eielson Visitor Center. Optional activities such as a raft trip can be planned for the final day. The program is offered by Osher Lifelong Learning Institute at University of Alaska Fairbanks and coordinated by the Denali Education Center. Rooms and meals are at their quiet wooded campus on the banks of the Nenana River. Accommodations are in two-room cabins, each with two bedrooms and one bath. Rooms shared by grandparents and grandkids. Recommended age of grandchildren is 8–12. Cost of $945/adult and $795/child ($925 and $775 if paying by check) includes 4 nights accommodations, all meals, educational activities, transportation into and around the park, and gratuities. Transportation to Denali is not included. For more information, contact OLLI office at 907-474-6607 or email uaf-olli@alaska.edu.

May 1
Deadline for proposals to the BOARD of GAME for the 2012/2013 MEETING CYCLE, SOUTHEAST, SOUTHCENTRAL, and CENTRAL/SOUTHWEST REGIONS for CHANGES in the REGULATIONS PERTAINING to HUNTING, TRAPPING, and the USE of GAME. Hunting seasons and bag limits including subsistence and general hunts for all species; trapping seasons and bag limits; big game prey populations and objectives for intensive management; predation control areas implementation plans; community subsistence harvest areas; restricted areas including controlled use areas, management areas, closed areas, and closures in state game refuges; special permit areas and hunts including Unit 8 brown bear permits, and permits for access to McNeil River, Walrus Islands, and Stan Price State Wildlife Sanctuaries will be considered. The Board of Game has placed moratoriums on the following topics and will not be accepting proposals for these topics: • Taking bears in the Seymour Canal Closed Area; • Taking bears in the Cape Douglas Kamishak Special Use area (McNeil River); The following topics will be considered for all Game Management Units: Brown Bear Tag Fee Exemptions; Reauthorization of Antlerless Moose Hunts (State statute requires all antlerless moose hunts be reauthorized annually.) Proposals may be submitted by fax, or online at (907) 465-6094 or at www.adfg.alaska.gov/index.cfm?adfg=gameboard.proposal. All proposals must contain an individual’s name or an organizational name if appropriate, contact telephone number, and address. For more information, please contact the Alaska Board of Game Executive Director at (907) 465-4110, or any of the regional offices.

May 4

JUNEAU - Comments due on the proposed IMPROVEMENTS TO OLD DAIRY AND TROUT STREET INTERSECTIONS WITH GLACIER HIGHWAY. Between 2004 and 2008, there were 27 crashes at this intersection, 17 of which involved vehicles exiting Old Dairy Road or Trout Street while crossing or turning left onto Glacier Highway. Although DOT&PF has put up signs prohibiting left turns coming out of these side streets during the afternoon rush hour, accidents persist - not only during peak times but all hours of the day. To address the safety issue, The Department intends to construct small concrete islands on Old Dairy Road and Trout Street, where they physically meet Glacier Highway. These will enhance safety by forcing traffic to the right and inhibiting left turns and thru traffic out of Old Dairy Road and Trout Street. Traffic desiring to turn left onto Glacier Highway from Trout Street would instead cross over Jordan Creek via the bridge and proceed to the Jordan Avenue traffic signal. Traffic desiring to turn left onto Glacier Highway from Old Dairy Road would access the Jordan Avenue signal via Crest and Mallard Streets. For more information or if you would like to submit comments outside the public meeting please contact: David B Epstein at 907-465-4483 or email david.epstein@alaska.gov.

May 5
Deadline for comments on TWO SPECIAL REPORTS ON RINGED AND BEARDED SEALS. NOAA will consider all comments when determining whether certain ringed and bearded seal population units qualify for listing as threatened under the Endangered Species Act. In December 2010, the agency proposed to list four subspecies of ringed seals and two distinct population segments (DPS) of bearded seals, including the Arctic ringed seal and the Beringia DPS of bearded seals, as threatened under the ESA. Both Arctic ringed seals and the Beringia DPS of bearded seals occur in U.S. (Alaska) waters. The listing proposals cited threats posed by diminishing sea ice, and additionally, for ringed seals, reduced snow cover. Scientists used climate models to predict future sea ice and snow conditions. They also used status review reports which are developed using the best scientific and commercial data available. Data included the status of ringed and bearded seals, including the past, present and future threats to these species. NOAA Fisheries found substantial scientific disagreements in some peer and public comments received on the listing proposals, particularly relating to the sufficiency or accuracy of the model projections and analysis of future sea ice habitat for Arctic ringed seals and the Beringia DPS of bearded seals. The reports are available at http://www.regulations.gov at Docket No. NOAA-NMFS-2010-0258 (ringed seal) and NOAA-NMFS-2010-0259 (bearded seal); and at http://alaskafisheries.noaa.gov/protectedresources/seals/ice.htm . Comments previously submitted need not be resubmitted, since they are already part of the record, and will be considered when NOAA Fisheries makes its final determinations. When submitting comments, please specify which species you are commenting on by docket number: NOAA-NMFS-2010-0648-0258 for ringed seals; and NOAA-NMFS-2010-0648-0259 for bearded seals. Send comments to Jon Kurland, Assistant Regional Administrator, Protected Resources, Alaska Region, NMFS, ATTN: Ellen Sebastian, by Fax at 907-586-7557 or through http://www.regulations.gov.

**May 8
Deadline for comments on the LAKE CLARK NATIONAL PARK & PRESERVE GENERAL MANAGEMENT PLAN AMENDMENT. This summer a NPS planning team is beginning to work on an amendment to the park's 26-year-old general management plan. This plan will guide management decisions and provide an overarching vision for resource protection and visitor use that will best achieve the National Park Service's mandate to preserve resources unimpaired for the enjoyment of future generations. Please share your ideas and concerns for management of Lake Clark National Park and Preserve. If you live in the area, please come to one of the open houses we will be holding this summer where you can learn more about the planning process, meet the planning team, and share your views on the future of the park.. For more in information, go to http://parkplanning.nps.gov/documentsList.cfm?projectID=36331. 

**May 9
Comments are due on the Environmental Assessment (EA) on the PRINCE OF WALES OUTFITTER AND GUIDE MANAGEMENT PLAN :The OG EA considered four alternatives: the No Action, Proposed Action, and two alternatives based on public input during scoping. The project area includes only National Forest System (NFS) lands and does not cover any state or privately owned land. The OG EA looks at 209 recreation use areas that have been or are being used by outfitters or guides. Since outfitters and guides are not limited to these areas, the assessment looks at all NFS lands for both districts. The OG EA does not set limits on those people visiting the Tongass National Forest without an outfitter or a guide (unguided visitors). Unguided visitors can continue to enjoy POW recreation and subsistence opportunities in the same way they do now. The district rangers also did not address construction of resorts, cabins, tent platforms, or any other structure or facility in the OG EA. There is some level of uncertainty in describing and analyzing recreational use. Due to conditions varying from weather to wildlife sightings to the state of financial markets, the location, type, and amount of recreational use in any area changes irregularly. To address uncertainty, the OG EA includes adaptive management, which works by monitoring and adjusting actions to meet desired outcomes. The district rangers will document their allocation decision in a Decision Notice and Finding of No Significant Impact in the summer of 2012. Their decision relies, in part, on public comments to the OG EA. If you have questions about this project, please contact Sue Jennings, Team Leader, at 907-723-0477 or at sjennings@fs.fed.us. Copies of the EA are available at http://go.usa.gov/Pze.

**May 9
Deadline for comments on the APDES preliminary draft general permit FOR SMALL-SIZE SUCTION DREDGE PLACER MINERS. Prior to the formal 30-day public notice period, ADEC invites you to review the preliminary draft general permit, fact sheet, and associated documents. You can access the documents from ADEC’s Wastewater Discharge Authorization Program web page at: http://www.dec.state.ak.us/water/wwdp/index.htm. Proposed Permit Coverage: Facilities: Suction dredges with intake nozzles less than or to six inches and highbankers / power sluices that discharge to waters of the U.S. For more information and to submit comments, contact Nicholas Dallman at 907-451-2142 or email nicholas.dallman@alaska.gov.

**May 11
Deadline for comments on the YUKON-CHARLEY RIVERS NATIONAL PRESERVE FOUNDATION STATEMENT to be used as both a reference for fundamental information about Yukon-Charley Rivers National Preserve and for future park planning and management efforts. To view the Statement, go to http://parkplanning.nps.gov/documentsList.cfm?projectID=41934. For more information or to submit comments, contact Joan Darnell, Team Manager, at (907) 644-3526 or the Yukon-Charley Rivers National Preserve Superintendent at 907-4570-5752.

EVENTS & MEETINGS \ANCHORAGE - EAGLE RIVER & GIRDWOOD
April 26

BIRDS OF THE NPR-A will be held at 7pm at the BLM Campbell Creek Science Center- Discover the tremendous variety of bird life found in the National Petroleum Reserve in Alaska. Join DEBBIE NIGRO, wildlife biologist of the BLM Arctic Field Office, to learn more about particular bird species that BLM has identified as being of special conservation concern. For additional information please call 907-267-1247 or visit http://www.blm.gov/ak/st/en/prog/sciencecenter.html.

April 26

EAGLE RIVER - Open House: will be held from 7 to 9pm at Ravenwood Elementary School, 9500 Wren Lane, to discuss the design of the EAGLE RIVER ROAD REHABILITATION from MP 5.3 TO 12.6 PROJECT. The Eagle River Road project impacts lands that are currently part of the Chugach State Park. Chugach State Park received federal funding through the Land and Water Conservation Fund (LWCF). This funding requires the land to be permanently dedicated to outdoor recreation use. In order to rehabilitate Eagle River Road, it is necessary to acquire approximately 8.5 acres of the adjacent Chugach State Park. To compensate for the withdrawal of the 8.5 acres of LWCF land, DOT&PF will be acquiring Tract C of the Campbell Canyon Subdivision (103.14 acres) and converting it to Chugach State Park, as required by LWCF. To learn more about the project please visit www.eagleriverroad.com. For additional information, please contact Jim Amundsen at (907) 269-0595 or Anne Brooks, Brooks & Associates, Public Involvement Coordinator, at 907-272-1877 or email mycomments@brooks-alaska.com.

April 26, May 1, 3 & 7

Public meetings will be held at the following locations to discuss the ANCHORAGE TRAILS PLAN:


April 26 - from 5:30 to7:30pm at Wendler Middle School, 2905 Lake Otis Parkway 


May 1 - from 6:30 to 8:30pm at Spring Hill Elementary School, 9911 Lake Otis Parkway 


May 3 from 5:30 to 7:30pm at the Chugiak-Eagle River Community Room, Eagle River Town Center, 12001 Business Blvd.


May 7 from 5:30 to 7:30pm at Girdwood Community Center, Girdwood Library

For more information, go to http://www.muni.org/Departments/OCPD/Planning/AMATS/Pages/AnchorageTrailsPlan.aspx
April 27
The ALASKA CENTER FOR THE ENVIRONMENT will hold it SPRING AUCTION at Kincaid Chalet from 6 to 10pm..This fun event features fine wines from the Cellar at Crush, great local beer from Broken Tooth Brewing Co., delicious foods and desserts, live music with Hot Dish, and a fabulous live and silent auction featuring outdoor adventure trips, art, and much more. Biking, hiking, carpooling, and designated drivers are strongly encouraged. If you are interested in volunteering please contact our Volunteer Coordinator, Sarah at sarahschwicht@gmail.com. Tickets are $40 for members and $55 for nonmembers. To purchase tickets, contact Jessica Cler at 907-274-3647 or email jessica@akcenter.org.

April 28

EAGLE RIVER - GARDENING the ORGANIC WAY: FOUNDATIONS for ABUNDANCE will be held at Eagle River Heart Song from 2 to 3:30pm. Cost: $25. Learn about composting, organic fertilizers, and non-toxic pest management.

April 28
NATIONAL PRESCRIPTION DRUG TAKE-BACK DAY will be held from 10am to 2pm at Fred Meyer Stores at Debarr & Muldoon, Abbott & Lake Otis, and Eagle River. Drop off unused or expired prescription or over-the-counter medications for free. The Alaska Safe Medicine Alliance, in partnership with the U.S. Drug Enforcement Administration, is hosting safe drug disposal sites in Anchorage and throughout Alaska. Call 800-882-9539 or visit www.dea.gov for details and other locations. If you miss this event, Anchorage has two permanent drop-off locations: one is at the Anchorage Police Department headquarters lobby at 4501 Elmore Road, and the other is at the UAA Police headquarters at 2601 Providence Drive. Both are 24/7 drop-off locations.

**April 29 (MORE INFORMATION)
STORIES & SONGS OF STRUGGLE FOR THE HEALTH & WELL-BEING OF OUR CHILDREN will be held at 7pm (reception at 6:30) in the Marston Theatre, Loussac Library. This event features Indigenous women from communities in the Arctic, North America, Central and South America, Africa and the Pacific Islands. Also, a special report will be presented from the 2nd Annual International Indigenous Women’s Environmental and Reproductive Health Symposium. This event is a coordinated effort with several partner organizations including: Alaska Community Action on Toxics (ACAT), www.akaction.org, International Indian Treaty Council (IITC), www.treatycouncil.org Chickaloon Village Traditional Council, www.chickaloon.org, and the International Indigenous Women’s Forum (FIMI-IIWF), http://www.fimi-iiwf.org/en. For more information, please call ACAT at 907-222-7714 or email heather@akaction.org.

April 29
ANCHORAGE WATERWAYS COUNCIL 5K WALK for WATER FUNDRAISER will be held by Darae's Salon & Spa at 11 am. with all proceeds from this fundraiser going to Anchorage Waterways Council. Meet up at Darae's Salon, 3389 Minnesota, and enjoy a 5k walk with your salon and spa friends. For more information, go to www.daraes.com/events.html.

April 30
Open house for INSTITUTE OF THE NORTH will be held from 4:30 to 6:30pm at their new location, 1675 C Street, Suite 3106. Co-located with UAF's Cooperative Extension Service, means increased outreach, research and dialogue opportunities as they grow as an organization. Meet the Institute of the North's Board of Directors, Senior Fellows and staff. Get to know their programs and the difference the Institute is making in the Arctic, in educating Alaskans about key issues, and engaging young leaders. Learn about how you can get involved and what your support means. Music, friends, food and wine - a good combination for great conversation as we all gear up for summer. Suggested donation of $55. If you aren't able to attend but would like to support the Institute, you can do so at https://institutenorth.org/about/support 
May 2

GARDENING the ORGANIC WAY: FOUNDATIONS for ABUNDANCE will be held at Terra Bella Bakery Café from 9:30 to 11am. Cost: $23. Learn about composting, organic fertilizers, and non-toxic pest management. 

**May 2
IT’S A TWO-WAY STRAIT – SUPPLY AND DEMAND OVER THE NEXT DECADE will be held from 8 until 11am at the Sheraton Hotel to focus on the development and transportation of, and markets for, key Arctic resources. Presentations and discussion will concentrate on the theme of international trade and business opportunities that flow from development of resources in the Arctic. Working from a context of who stands to benefit most – which regions, countries, industries and companies - speakers will address issues such as supply chains, innovation, markets, commerce, and maritime and air transport. Discussion will be framed by key Arctic exports and markets; the conference will address the two-way nature of exports and imports in the Arctic. Please register at https://institutenorth.org/calendar/events/arctic-ambitions. Recommendations from this session will be included in the Summary of Proceedings that will be made available online after the event.

May 3

IZEMBEK - Open house and public meeting will be held at 7 to 9pm at the Campbell Creek Science Center on the draft Environmental Impact Statement that analyzes the impacts of a PROPOSED LAND EXCHANGE with the STATE of ALASKA and THE KING COVE CORPORATION for the purpose of CONSTRUCTION and OPERATION of a SINGLE-LANE GRAVEL ROAD BETWEEN the COMMUNITIES of KING COVE and COLD BAY. The format for the public meetings will consist of an open house, followed by an opportunity for comments. During the open house, representatives from the Service, the cooperating agencies, and third-party EIS team will be available to discuss the project and answer questions. The public meetings will be documented by a court reporter. In the Omnibus Public Land Management Act of 2009 (the Act), Congress directed the Secretary of the Interior to prepare an EIS to conduct an analysis of the proposed land exchange with the State of Alaska and the King Cove Corporation. In addition, the Act required an analysis of a road corridor through Izembek NWR in designated Wilderness between the communities of Cold Bay and King Cove Izembek National Wildlife Refuge is the smallest and one of the most ecologically unique of Alaska’s refuges. Most of the refuge is designated wilderness and home to a diverse array of wildlife species including five species of salmon; furbearers such as wolf, fox and wolverine; large mammals such as caribou, moose and brown bears; shorebirds, seabirds; and other waterfowl. For more information about the refuge visit, http://izembek.fws.gov. The draft EIS is available at http://izembek.fws.gov/EIS.htm.

**May 3
SUSITNA DAM'S POTENTIAL IMPACTS ON FISH Brown Bag Lunch: will be held from Noon to 1:30pm at the AK Center for the Environment Office, 807 G Street, Suite 100. BILL HAUSER, retired state fish biologist and author will be talking to us about the biology of the Susitna River fishes and the potential impacts to them from the proposed Susitna Dam. The presentation will last for about an hour and the remainder of the time will be reserved for questions and discussions. Please RSVP to Louisa Yanes if you are planning to join us at 

louisa@akcenter.org or (907) 274-3667.

**May 3, 10,17, 24 & 31
EARLY MORNING BIRD WALKS will be held from 6:30 to 8:30am every Thursday in May at the BLM Campbell Tract. Develop and fine-tune your birding skills and witness the progression of songbird migration through the area this spring. Join BLM staff and Anchorage Audubon Society members for a series of these early morning outdoor bird walks. Please meet in the Campbell Creek Science Center parking lot. Dress appropriately for the weather and for walking on uneven terrain. Hot cocoa and coffee will be available at the Science Center afterwards. Please call 267-1241 for more information.

**May 5
CONNECT THE DOTS CLIMATE CHANGE IMPACTS DAY – DISC GOLF EXTRAVAGANZA will be held from 1 to 5pm at Kincaid Park’s disc golf course near the Chalet. To highlight the connections between extreme weather and climate change, 350.organizations have dubbed May 5 as “Connect the Dots Climate Change Impacts Day” and is encouraging communities all over the world to hold events to shine a spotlight on this connection. Alaska Center for the Environment and Sierra Club are putting on Anchorage’s very own Connect the Dots day. For questions contact: louisa@akcenter.org or ksrappe@gmail.com.

**May 8
CHUGACH NATIONAL FOREST will hold a meeting to hear the public’s reflections it celebrates its 10 YEAR REUNION at 6pm at the University of Alaska Anchorage..The Forest is currently in the early stages of preparing for plan revision, and is committed to incorporating strong public participation from the very beginning. The meetings will be led by Dr. SHANNON DONOVAN of the University of Alaska Anchorage. During the sessions participants will be encouraged to share perspectives with each other in a variety of formats including maps, worksheets, and small group discussion. With the help of the UAA an exciting new interactive mapping tool is available. Look for it at: www.yourchugachforest.com. For more information, contact Sara Boario, Public Affairs & Partnerships Staff Officer at 907-743-9500 or go to www.fs.usda.gov/planningrule.

**May 9
SEA WATER HEAT PUMP PROJECT at the ALASKA SEALIFE CENTER will be presented from 6 to 8pm at the Anchorage Museum. In one of the most snow bound winters on record, the Alaska SeaLife Center in Seward remained warm and dry by moving heat from the icy waters of Resurrection Bay into their facility. Inspired by successful systems already operating in Norway and Canada, a two million BTU per hour demonstration heat pump system was designed in 2010, built in 2011 and tested over the winter of 2011/12. By combining Alaskan engineering and construction skills, US made equipment, and grant funds from the Denali Commission and Alaska Energy Authority, the project has moved the SeaLife Center to the cutting edge of renewable energy projects on the west coast of North America. Come out and learn about the emerging technology of sea water heat pumps and their potential for displacing heating oil in coastal communities with low cost electricity. Presenters: Project designer ANDY BAKER, PE of YourCleanEnergy; TARA REIMER Jones, PhD, CEO of the Alaska SeaLife Center; and DARRYL SCHAEFERMEYER, General Manager of the Alaska SeaLife Center. For more information, contact 929-7770 or go to www.REalaska.org. Live Podcast: will be available at https://www.gotomeeting.com/register/535042880.

**May 10
The NOISE COMPATIBILITY STUDY INPUT COMMITTEE will meet from 1:30 to 3pm . The study team will be presenting the first in a series of working papers. The purpose of this Inventory working paper is to ESTABLISH A BASELINE OF EXISTING CONDITIONS and information necessary to GENERATE NEW AIRCRAFT NOISE EXPOSURE CONTOURS. For more information, contact Scott Lytle. ANC - Environmental Section, at 266-2129, Fax 266-2622, or go to www.anchorageairport.com.

**May 15
Join the Conversation on LOUSSAC LIBRARY: YOUR LIBRARY. YOUR FUTURE from 6 to 8:30pm in the Assembly Chambers, Loussac Library. The Library is preparing for a once-in-a-generation renewal of this beloved local institution. RIM Architects has assembled an extraordinary team of designers, planners and library experts from across the country to develop the Loussac Facility Master Plan, an inspiring long-term vision for the facility. We need your ideas, stories and perspectives. Please join us for this dynamic community workshop facilitated by BRUCE MAU DESIGN. Participation is limited, and places will be filled on a first come, first served basis. SAVE THE DATE: On June 12 a follow-up community workshop will be held from 6 to 8:30pm. For feedback and more information, go to www.AnchorageLibraryFoundation.org.

**May 13
Informational meeting will be held from 4 to 6pm at the Anchorage Science Pub at Tap Root on Spenard Road on the poisonous affects of the May Day tree. The lovely May Day tree, the first to blossom in Anchorage, lets us know that it's really spring. However, cyanide lurks in the bark and twigs of this introduced (as opposed to indigenous) tree which has begun invading greenbelts in Anchorage and killing moose. GINO GRAZIANO of UAF's Cooperative Extension, Anchorage, will inform us about the research he's been doing (and will soon be doing with Anchorage high school students) on this tree's disturbing impact. TapRoot will offer a special Mother's Day menu for this science pub presentation. For further details or information on being a presenter, email ASP at anchoragesciencepub@gmail.com.

MEETINGS & EVENTS OUT OF ANCHORAGE
**April 26, 30, May 3, & 10

CHUGACH NATIONAL FOREST will hold meetings to hear the public’s reflection as it celebrates its 10 YEAR REUNION at the following locations. 


**April 26 - VALDEZ at 6pm in the Prince William Sound Community College, Training Room


**April 30 - HOPE:at 6pm in the Hope School Gym

- 
**May 3 0 - WHITTIER: at 6pm at the Whittier School


**May 10 - GIRDWOOD: at the Girdwood Community Center

The Forest is currently in the early stages of preparing for plan revision, and is committed to incorporating strong public participation from the very beginning. The meetings will be led by Dr. SHANNON DONOVAN of the University of Alaska Anchorage. During the sessions participants will be encouraged to share perspectives with each other in a variety of formats including maps, worksheets, and small group discussion. With the help of the UAA an exciting new interactive mapping tool is available. Look for it at: www.yourchugachforest.com. For more information, contact Sara Boario, Public Affairs & Partnerships Staff Officer at 907-743-9500 or go to www.fs.usda.gov/planningrule.

April 26

FAIRBANKS - PETER J. HUDSON will speak on JUST WHEN YOU THOUGHT IT WAS SAFE: THE ECOLOGY AND RISE OF EMERGING DISEASES at 6pm in the UA Museum of the North. Hudson is a world-renowned expert on wildlife diseases, including those that affect people. 2012 Irving-Scholander Memorial Lecture is free and open to the public. For more information, visit www.iab.uaf.edu/events or go to www.iab.uaf.edu/events/irving_scholander.php.

**April 28 (DATE CHANGED to MAY 12)

PALMER - ALASKANS FOR PALMER HAY FLATS STATE GAME REFUGE will hold THEIR ANNUAL CLEAN UP of REFLECTIONS LAKE at Knik River Access on the Glenn Highway from 9am to Noon. Wear gloves, dress for weather; bags will be provided and pizza lunch for all volunteers! For more information, contact 357-8711 or go to www.palmerhayflats.org. :

April 28

HOMER - ELECTRONICS RECYCLING will be held from 10am to 3pm at Spenard Builders. They are on track to break the 100,000 pound milestone of total collected e-waste since this event first started in Homer! Find out all the details, including how to volunteer to help, at http://inletkeeper.org/blog/homer-electronics-recycling-event or call Dorothy 235.4068 x34.

April 28

PALMER - 2012 REFLECTION LAKE WALK will be held at 10a.m, lead by DELESTA FOX. Walk around Reflection Lake and listen for early migrant calls and watch for water fowl on the lake. This walk is less than 2 miles and hiking boots should be adequate. Reflection Lake area was once used as a 'target range' and now is 'user friendly'. We will meet inside the fenced area at the lake shore. The parking area is limited and parking on the road is acceptable. From Anchorage: Drive the Glenn Highway beyond Eklutna. As you start to drive on the bridge..watch for the sign Knik River exit. Exit to the right, continue to the Stop Sign, turn left and drive under the bridge. There will be a slight turn to the left (do not go back onto the Freeway). Continue on and ON THE RIGHT..you will see a small parking area with an opening in the fence . Walk through the opening to the lake. Call Delesta at 258-6425 if you have any questions.

April 28

HOMER - The 7TH ANNUAL HOMER ELECTRONICS RECYCLING EVENT will take place from 10am to 3pm at Spenard Builders Supply. Most types of electronics are accepted. Households pay $15 per vehicle load, which includes 2 computer monitors. Additional monitors and TVs are an extra fee. Businesses pay $0.35 per pound and non-profits pay $0.25 per pound. In all cases, computer CPUs and laptops are recycled for FREE! Businesses and non-profits must schedule a drop off time in advance by contacting Cook Inletkeeper at 235-4068 x34 or dorothy@inletkeeper.org. Additional information about our electronics recycling program can be found on our website at www.inletkeeper.org.or call 907.235.4068 x34.

April 30

VALDEZ - The VALDEZ FISH & GAME ADVISORY COMMITTEE will meet April 30th at 6:00 pm at the Council Chambers in order to hold elections and discuss proposals to submit to the Board of Game. For more information please contact Tim Bouchard at 461-0361.

April 30

WASILLA - Design Open House will be held at 4 to 7pm at the Curtis D. Menard Memorial Sports Center to discuss the proposed improvement for the PARKS HIGHWAY, LUCUS ROAD TO BIG LAKE ROAD. Stop by any time between 4 and 7pm to learn more about the plans for safety and capacity improvements to the Parks Highway. To learn more about the project, go to www.parkshighway44-52.info. For more information, contact Jim Amundsen, 

DOT&PF Project Manager, at 907-269-0595 or email jim.amundsen@alaska.gov or Anne Brooks, Brooks & Associates, Public Involvement Coordinator, at 907-272-1877 or email mycomments@brooks-alaska.com. 

May 1

PALMER - Construction open house meeting will be held from 4 to 7pm at the Matanuska-Sustina Coller, Mile 2 Trunk Road to discuss the PALMER-WASILLA HIGHWAY to PALMER-FISHHOOK ROAD: TRUNK ROAD REHABILITATION PROJECT PHASE 2. Scarsella Brothers, Inc. has been awarded the contract to construct Phase 2 of Trunk Road from Palmer-Wasilla Highway to Palmer-Fishhook road. Construction has already begun. The project will span three seasons and involve several closures with detours. The DOT&PF will provide you information that will allow for travel planning in association with delays, closures and detours. Meet with project staff to discuss the construction schedule and provide information regarding what you might expect as an area resident, business or commuter. Keep track of the construction progress, road closures and detours by checking www.alaskanavigator.org. Send an email to TrunkRoad@nerland.com to be added to the weekly email updates list. If you are unable to attend the meeting or have questions about the project, please contact Brooks & Associates at 907-272-1877, Toll Free 1-866-535-1877 or email mycomments@brooks-alaska.com
**May 1

SEWARD - Learn to MIX YOUR OWN NONTOXIC ALTERNATIVES to HOUSEHOLD CLEANING PRODUCTS, and learning about other local environmental health issues from 6 to 8pm at Resurrect Art Coffeehouse. Get the dirt on household cleaners! Some chemicals found in common household cleaners have been linked to birth defects, fertility problems, asthma, and other health problems. Learn which chemicals to avoid and why. Also, hear an update on the coal dust monitoring citizen science project in Seward, and some new ways YOU can Take Action! This event is free and open to the public. All materials provided. Please RSVP by April 27 to Heidi Zimmer at Alaska Community Action on Toxics at (907) 222-7714 or heidi@akaction.org.

May 1 & 2
There will be meetings in the following locations on an application from the COPPER VALLEY ELECTRIC ASSOCIATION (CVEA) for a 138KV ELECTRIC TRANSMISSION LINE extending approximately 10 miles from the Solomon Gulch hydroelectric plant near Valdez to the City of Glennallen.


May 1 -VALDEZ from to 9pm at the Valdez Civic Center


May 2 - GLENNALLEN from 6 to 9 at the Caribou Restaurant, 187 Glenn Highway

Five of the six avalanche events that have affected this line since its installation in 1981 have occurred in the Thompson Pass area. These five avalanches have caused the line to be out of service for a total of 60 weeks, or 420 service days. The proposed amendment is desired in order to re-route the portion of the line that currently crosses avalanche-prone terrain in the Thompson Pass area. If approved, the relocated easement will allow for the rerouting, installation and operation of a new segment of transmission line to stabilize service between Valdez and Glennallen by CVEA. Two options are proposed, both of which are located to the west of Richardson Highway. Option 2A will diverge with the current line at Milepost 27, and return to it near Milepost 30.5. 2A is expected to be approximately 4.4 miles long, covering 52.75 acres, and will fall in the area between Richardson Highway and the Alyeska Pipeline, extending north to the west of the airstrip, and turning east on the ridge to the north of the airstrip. Option 7B will diverge with the current line near Milepost 27.5, and return at Milepost 30. 7B is expected to be approximately 2.9 miles long, and will generally follow Richardson Highway, turning east and crossing the road south of the airstrip. This re-routing project will affect that portion of the alignment in the vicinity of Worthington Glacier State Recreational Site. The proposed route is primarily positioned to occur on MLW-managed lands between the DOT/PF maintained Richardson Highway and the Trans-Alaska Pipeline right of way (ROW), immediately adjacent to the highway ROW. It will be positioned within the DOT-managed Richardson Highway ROW only as necessary for crossing from the West to East side of the highway, as indicated in Option 7B. The project will avoid conflicts with the Thompson Pass airstrip by following FAA setback requirements. For more information or to submit comments, contact Henry Tashjian at 907-269-0029 or email Henry.Tashjian@alaska.gov.

**May 3

COOPER LANDING - KENAI MOUNTAINS TURNAGAIN ARM NATIONAL HERITAGE AREA BOARD will meet at the Cooper Landing Museum, Mile 48.7 Sterling Highway, from 2 to 4:30pm. The volunteer board of the Kenai Mountains-Turnagain Arm Corridor Communities Association was designated by Congress as the management entity for the national heritage area, which was established in 2009. The heritage area is one of 49 around the country, and the only NHA in Alaska. The heritage area stretches from Indian to Seward to Hope, and was established in recognition of the area's natural and cultural and historical assets. The board’s agenda in May includes financial reports, election of officers, status reports on the management plan and projects, and other business brought before the group by the public. For more information on the heritage area and its activities go to www.http://www.kmtacorridor.org/.

May 3

PALMER - Design open house will be held between 4 and 7pm at the Hoskins Building, Alaska State Fairgrounds to provide an update on the GLENN HIGHWAY MP 34-42 PROJECT to add lands, widen shoulders, accommodate turning movements and other traffic and safety improvements. Stop by any time during scheduled hours. Staff will be available to discuss the design, answer questions and take your comments. For more information, contact Anne Brooks, public Involvement Coordinator at 1-866-535-1877 (toll free, 907-272-1877, email mycomments@brooks-alaska.com or go to www.brooks-alaska.com/glennhighway.

**May 5

FAIRBANKS -Public invited to CLEANUP PARTY AT LOWER CHATANIKA STATE RECREATION AREA beginning at 1am at Olnes Pond at Mile 10.5, Elliott Highway, participants will move to Whitefish Campground at Mile 11. This event hosted by Haystack community members occurs the first Saturday in May each year. Bags, gloves, and hand tools will be provided. The cleanup will begin at 10 a.m. at Olnes Pond at Mile 10.5 of the Elliott Highway. After cleaning Olnes Pond, of the Elliott Highway. Work will conclude in the early afternoon with a potluck at the Whitefish Campground covered picnic shelter.

May 5

WASILLA - FRIENDS of PALMER HAY FLATS ANNUAL MEETING will be held from Noon to 4pm at 1602 W. Jaime Marie Circle, on the high bluff overlooking the Refuge. Sandhill cranes and wood frogs guaranteed - bring your scopes & binoculars! Lunch provided, and a beautiful celebration cake as well - potluck dishes always welcome, A friendly gathering to celebrate another great year of accomplishments & looking ahead to the future Board elections/confirmations, door prizes, plus a members only drawing for Alaska Railroad tickets for two(!). We'll have a brief annual report, and talk about the latest developments on the Refuge, including our new picnic pavilion, wildlife viewing tower planned for Reflections Lake and installation of historical Iditarod tripod markers across the refuge. And, as a special treat, there will be a live bird program provided by Alaska Wildbird Rehab Center. It's a great family afternoon, so plan to attend! For more information, call 907-373-7484,.357-8711 or go to www.palmerhayflats.org.

**May 7

FAIRBANKS - THE COUNTRY TOLD US WHAT IT WANTED TO BE - GINNY WOOD’S HISTORY OF CAMP DENALI will be held at 7pm at the Noel Wien Library. Join UAF Oral History Program Research Associate, KAREN BREWSTER for an evening of stories based on her interviews with local conservation hero, Ginny Hill Wood. In 1952 Ginny and Celia Hunter founded Camp Denali 90 miles inside Denali National Park. With its remote wilderness setting, rustic accommodations, and effort to educate guests about the natural world it is considered Alaska's first ecotourism lodge. The history of Camp Denali shows how a business based on a love of the natural world and the desire to pass on environmental values can be successful; and why these types of places are important. Camp Denali, 90 miles inside Denali National Park. With its remote wilderness setting, rustic accommodations, and effort to educate guests about the natural world it is considered Alaska's first ecotourism lodge. The history of Camp Denali shows how a business based on a love of the natural world and the desire to pass on environmental values can be successful; and why these types of places are important.

May 7, 8, 9 & 10

IZEMBEK - Open house and public meeting will be held at the following locations on the draft Environmental Impact Statement that analyzes the impacts of a PROPOSED LAND EXCHANGE with the STATE of ALASKA and THE KING COVE CORPORATION for the purpose of CONSTRUCTION and OPERATION of a SINGLE-LANE GRAVEL ROAD BETWEEN the COMMUNITIES of KING COVE and COLD BAY.


May 7 - SAND POINT at 7to 9pm in the Council Chambers


May 8 - COLD BAY at 7 to 9pm at the Community Center


May 9 - NELSON LAGOON at 2 to 4pm at the Community Center


May 9 - FALSE PASS at 7 to 9pm at the Larsen Center


May 10 - KING COVE at 6:30pm in the Multipurpose Center

 The format for the public meetings will consist of an open house, followed by an opportunity for comments. During the open house, representatives from the Service, the cooperating agencies, and third-party EIS team will be available to discuss the project and answer questions. The public meetings will be documented by a court reporter. In the Omnibus Public Land Management Act of 2009 (the Act), Congress directed the Secretary of the Interior to prepare an EIS to conduct an analysis of the proposed land exchange with the State of Alaska and the King Cove Corporation. In addition, the Act required an analysis of a road corridor through Izembek NWR in designated Wilderness between the communities of Cold Bay and King Cove Izembek National Wildlife Refuge is the smallest and one of the most ecologically unique of Alaska’s refuges. Most of the refuge is designated wilderness and home to a diverse array of wildlife species including five species of salmon; furbearers such as wolf, fox and wolverine; large mammals such as caribou, moose and brown bears; shorebirds, seabirds; and other waterfowl. For more information about the refuge visit, http://izembek.fws.gov. The draft EIS is available at http://izembek.fws.gov/EIS.htm.

May 7, 16 & 17

Open house and public meetings will be held in the following locations on the EASTERN INTERIOR RESOURCE MANAGEMENT PLAN and ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT. 


May 7 - CENTRAL- Open house from 4 to 7 and public meeting from 7 to 9pm in the Historical Museum


May 16 - TOK - from 6 to 9pm in the Tok School


May 17 - DELTA JUNCTION from 4 to 8pm at the Community Center

The plan covers 6.7 million acres, including the White Mountains Recreational Area, the Steese National Conservation Area, the Fortymile Area, and Upper Black River region where this is BLM's first plan. It covers three Wild and Scenic Rivers (Beaver Creek, Birch Creek, and Fortymile) and Pinnell Mountain National Recreation Trail. Documents and reports are available at https://www.blm.gov/epl-front-office/eplanning/planAndProjectSite.do?methodName=dispatchToPatternPage&currentPageId=10151.
**May 12

PALMER - ANNUAL SPRING WALKABOUT AT REFLECTIONS LAKE will be held from Noon to 2pm. Join us for this easy, guided walk around beautiful Reflections Lake. Bring water, a camera and binoculars for songbird sightings along the path and waterfowl on the lake at this gem of a spot along the Glenn Highway at mile 30.5 at the Knik River Access Exit. Trail is ADA accessible with benches for resting along the way. Wear sturdy shoes. For more information, call 357-8711 or go to www.palmerhayflats.org..

ITEMS OF INTEREST
The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service is proposing a SPECIAL RULE CLARIFYING how the agency will MANAGE THE POLAR BEAR UNDER THE ENDANGERED SPECIES ACT (ESA) in harmony with other federal laws that also protect polar bears. The proposed special rule would replace a similar special rule issued in 2008, but contains additional environmental analysis per a court order. As such, the Service’s management and conservation efforts for the polar bear will not change if this proposed special rule is finalized. The proposed special rule will be published in the Federal Register on April 19, opening a 60-day public comment period on it and the draft Environmental Assessment. The proposed special rule does not affect the continued subsistence harvest or the production and sale of polar bear handicrafts by Alaska Natives. Those activities are already exempted under the ESA and the MMPA. This proposed special rule also allows the continued noncommercial export of Native handicrafts made from polar bear parts and cultural exchange that would otherwise require a permit as a result of the polar bear listing under the ESA. To download a copy of the proposed special rule, draft EA, and learn about other issues on polar bear conservation, go to http://alaska.fws.gov/fisheries/mmm/polarbear/esa.htm. publication date. Deadline for comments is June 18.

HOURS OF OPERATION FOR USGS MAP STORE are now 10am to 5pm, Monday through Friday. The Map Store sells every available USGS topographic map for the entire state of Alaska, plus state-wide nautical charts, recreation maps and guides, geologic maps, and other earth science publications. The Map Store is located in Anchorage on the campus of Alaska Pacific University.,4210 University Drive, Room 208. For more information, contact Kate Sangster, Communications Director, at (907) 771-8490, Fax (907) 274-8343 or email ksangster@alaskageographic.org. 

ARCTIC NATIONAL WILDLIFE REFUGE has issued their FOURTH PLANNING UPDATE on the Revised Comprehensive Conservation Plan (CCP) and Environmental Impact Statement (EIS). The booklet summarizes the public comments received on the Draft CCP/EIS. During the public comment period, more than 612,000 communications (e.g., letters, emails, faxes, website submissions, statements at public meetings, etc.) were received. Of these communications, 1,990 were unique, 115,468 were customized form letters, and the remainder were identical form letters originating from 28 different organizations. The Planning Update booklet quotes a subset of the communications received to provide insight on the breadth of public comments. Every communication was read and reviewed. Each was evaluated to determine if it addressed specific elements of the Draft CCP/EIS, and Refuge staff are in the process of writing responses to these communications. The Service's responses will be published in the Final CCP/EIS later this year. Go to http://arctic.fws.gov/ccp.htm to read the planning update booklet or for more information on the CCP planning process. For more information, contact ArcticRefugeCCP@fws.gov.

POWER COST EQUALIZATION FUNDING FORMULA REVIEW by ISER researchers GINNY FAY, ALEJANDRA VILLALOBOS MELÉNDEZ, and TOBIAS SCHWÖRER examines how the current Power Cost Equalization (PCE) program formula affects incentives for rural communities to increase their energy efficiency and add renewable energy sources. The state PCE program helps bring the high cost of electricity in small rural places closer to costs in urban areas, by paying eligible utilities part of the costs of the first 500 kilowatt hours of electricity for each residential customer every month. PCE rates are currently linked to fuel costs and use. The analysis looks at the history of the PCE program and levels and patterns of electricity consumption across regions of Alaska, and finds that the PCE program ultimately affects the price of electricity in four ways, which in turn affect incentives for efficiency, innovation and conservation. First, PCE broadly affects prices and consumption. A second way PCE affects the price of electricity is through the specific application of the current PCE formula, as written in statute and administered by the Regulator Commission of Alaska (RCA). A third is how PCE affects heat sales in high-penetration wind-diesel systems. A fourth way PCE affects the price of electricity is how the savings from integrating lower-cost renewable resources are distributed among kilowatt hours that are eligible for PCE, those that are not eligible, and the PCE program. The analysis found that an alternative PCE formula—a seasonal fixed-payment formula—would have several benefits and could help encourage communities to reduce how much they rely on diesel. If you have questions, get in touch with GinnyFay at 907-786-5402 or vfay@alaska.edu.

IZEMBEK LAND EXCHANGE/ROAD CORRIDOR DRAFT ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT (EIS) has been released for public comment on the Proposed Land Exchange/Road Corridor. The draft EIS evaluates a three-party land exchange that would add approximately 56,000 acres to the Izembek and Alaska Peninsula National Wildlife Refuges, designates approximately 43,000 acres as wilderness, transfers 1,600 acres of refuge lands on Sitkinak Island to the State of Alaska, and transfers an estimated 200-acre, 9-mile corridor through Izembek Refuge and Izembek Wilderness to the State. The purpose of this land exchange is to allow a road to be constructed between the communities of King Cove and Cold Bay. The Service analyzed five alternatives in the draft EIS: no action, two road alternatives, a hovercraft service six days a week and a ferry service. The draft EIS does not specify a preferred alternative, but the Service will evaluate public comments and identify a preferred alternative in the final EIS. In the Omnibus Public Land Management Act of 2009 (the Act), Congress directed the Secretary of the Interior to prepare an EIS to conduct an analysis of the proposed land exchange with the State of Alaska and the King Cove Corporation. In addition, the Act required an analysis of a road corridor through Izembek NWR in designated Wilderness between the communities of Cold Bay and King Cove. A copy of the draft plan is available at: http://izembek.fws.gov/EIS.htm Public comments may be submitted by email to: izembek_eis@fws.gov by fax to 907-786-3965; or by mail to: U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service, Stephanie Brady, Project Team Leader, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, 1011 East Tudor Rd.,MS-231, Anchorage, AK 99503. During the 60-day comment period, the Service intends to hold informational public meetings in Alaska at these locations: Anchorage, Cold Bay, False Pass, King Cove, Nelson Lagoon and Sand Point. Official testimony will be recorded at each meeting. Public meeting details may be found at http://izembek.fws.gov/EIS.htm . For more information about the refuge visit, http://izembek.fws.gov. Deadline for comment is May 18.

BLM has released the EASTERN INTERIOR DRAFT RESOURCE MANAGEMENT PLAN/ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT (RMP/EIS) for public review and comment. When finalized, the plan will provide future direction for approximately 6.7 million acres of BLM-administered public land, including the White Mountains National Recreation Area, Steese National Conservation Area and Fortymile area, three wild and scenic rivers, and lands in the upper Black River and greater Fairbanks area currently not included in a land use plan. Comments are due by July 23. For information about the Eastern Interior planning process, go to http://www.blm.gov/ak/st/en/prog/planning/east_int_rmp.html or contact the BLM at (907) 474-2340 or (800) 437-7021 (within Alaska).

VOLUNTEERS OPPORTUNITIES
**MATANUSKA-SUSITNA BOROUGH VOLUNTEER LAKE MONITOR – Monitor your lake just once a month during the ice free season to help maintain these valuable community resources! As a lake monitor, you will learn about your lake, collect baseline data, track changes, document aquatic plants and help maintain water quality. Currently, the program needs volunteers for Rocky Lake, Big Beaver Lake, Matanuska Lake, Lake Lucille, Kepler Lake, Bradley Lake and Knik Lake. Please contact Lisa Borowsky at lisa.borowsky@matsugov.us or Melanie Trost at melanie.trost@matsugov.us for additional information about the program and upcoming trainings. 

The newly formed AMATS BICYCLE AND PEDESTRIAN ADVISORY COMMITTEE is seeking applicants for four PUBLIC MEMBERSHIP SEATS. (“AMATS” is Anchorage Metropolitan Area Transportation Solutions, the state/city Metropolitan Planning Organization that plans for and distributes federal transportation funds to improve the transportation system in Anchorage.) The committee plans to meet four times per year (at minimum) and will advise the AMATS Technical Advisory Committee and Policy Committee on bicycle and pedestrian issues and concerns. For a complete description of the committee's duties and membership structure, download the by-laws from http://www.muni.org/Departments/OCPD/Planning/AMATS/News/Pages/BicyclePedestrianAdvisoryCommitteeSeeksMembers.aspx. If you are interested in serving on the committee, please send a statement of interest and your resume to Erika McConnell at mcconnelleb@muni.org by May 15.
Applications Being Accepted for the VOICES OF THE WILDERNESS ARTIST RESIDENCY-2012. Residency programs are held on both the CHUGACH AND TONGASS NATIONAL FORESTS and take place at various times from June through September. The program is open to artists and art professionals in all media – visual (two and three dimensional: photographers, sculptors, painters), audio (musicians, singers, composers), film (video/filmmakers), and writers (poets, fiction, essays, storytellers). Participating artists are paired with a wilderness ranger and actively engage in stewardship projects, such as research, monitoring, and education. The idea is to give artists a sense of the stewardship behind America’s public lands, fostering an artistic exploration of these natural and cultural treasures.

As a volunteer, each artist will assist with some basic ranger duties, which may include boarding a tour boat to provide education, participating in research projects, such as seal counts or climate change studies, walking a beach to remove litter, or other generally light duties. However, an emphasis for the artist will be experiencing the wilderness and exploring how to communicate its inspirational qualities through their artwork. To learn more about the program and download an application, visit www.myalaskaforests.com or contact Barbara Lydon at (907) 783-0090, or email blydon@fs.fed.us.

COASTWALK JAPAN TSUNAMI DEBRIS MONITORING - As debris from the tsunami in Japan makes its way to our shores, it is important to learn as much as possible about the issues connected with it and to stay up to date on the facts as they become known. The CENTER FOR ALASKAN COASTAL STUDIES is a statewide leader in marine debris prevention education and community cleanups through our CoastWalk program, need a few VOLUNTEERS who have experience with our CoastWalk program to begin more regular monitoring of select beaches. Through monthly monitoring we hope to be able to track changes in the debris items and amounts. When confirmed sightings of debris are made in Alaska, we will expand or monitoring and cleanup efforts to include more beaches and more frequent CoastWalks. By comparing incoming data to the past 28 years of data we have collected, we will be able to observe if the type or amount of debris is changing and what the impact of the new debris is. For more information, contact Patrick Chandler at 907-235-6667. For more information about the CoastWalk monitoring program, marine debris, or to report debris items on local beaches, please contact the Center for Alaskan Coastal Studies at 907-235-6667 or info@akcoastalstudies.org.

KENAI PENINSULA: STREAM WATCH, an award winning volunteer program founded in 1994, is making a difference on the Kenai Peninsula! Join the team of more than 60 trained Ambassadors to share river stewardship information and complete river restoration projects along the pristine waters of the Kenai, Kasilof and Russian Rivers. Protect world famous fisheries while enjoying the beauty of the peninsula. All of the training and supplies are provided for a great day in the great outdoors. Volunteer camping sites available. For more information, visit our webpage at www.KenaiWatershed.org or email StreamWatch@kenaiwatershed.org.

CENTER FOR ALASKAN COASTAL STUDIES are celebrating their 30th ANNIVERSARY and looking for some help. At this time, we are looking for someone to work about 10 hours/week for about a month. We recognize and appreciate that amount of time and commitment. So we’d like to offer the person who fulfills this volunteer opportunity for Intertidal & Forest Ecology Exploration and overnight stay at Peterson Bay! We can pay for RT transportation for 3 to the Field Station. Our heated yurts will sleep up to 8 (bunk beds for 6) so you may bring your family/friends if you pay just that transportation fee. The Field Station has a full kitchen with all the amenities so you just have to bring food, sleeping bags and a sense of adventure. If you are interested in ‘applying’ for this, contact Melanie Dufour at (907) 235.6746, FAX: (907) 235.6668, or email melanie@akcoastalstudies.org. For more information, go to www.akcoastalstudies.org.

FAIRBANKS - INTERIOR ALASKA GREEN STAR is SEEKING NEW MEMBERS for its BOARD OF DIRECTORS. If you care about promoting green living, recycling, and community sustainability, this is the position for you. We are looking for energetic, creative, and enthusiastic people to support Interior Alaska Green Star’s mission to encourage households and businesses to practice waste reduction, energy conservation and pollution prevention. Benefits of becoming a board member include forming meaningful and lasting connections in the community, contributing to the impact Interior Alaska Green Star makes in our community, and supporting locally-based sustainable practices. If this sounds good to you, we would love to hear from you! For more detailed information about the time commitment and required duties, please visit: www.iagreenstar.org/participate/join-the-board for links to additional information, or email us at info@iagreenstar.org.

MAT-SU/COPPER BASIN AREA CITIZENS ADVISORY BOARD MEMBERS are needed. Each member's term is three years, with an option to renew. Board members are recruited from the community at large to represent the various recreational, historical, and cultural resource interests in a balanced manner for the Division of Parks and Outdoor Recreation. The Citizen Advisory Board members fulfill an important role of communication between Alaska State Parks and Mat-Su/Copper Basin communities. In the past year, the board considered issues such as the Hatcher Pass Management Area Plan Revision, the South Denali Project development, Fishhook Hydroelectric Projects, and cell towers in Denali State Park. This year the board will be working on the Nancy Lake State Recreation Area Management Plan update, the Denali State Park Trails Plan, and capital improvement projects in the Mat-Su/Copper Basin Area. Each fall, the board assists with a legislative briefing for the Mat-Su Legislative Delegation. Board meetings are held September through May, on the second Tuesday of each month, at the Wasilla Middle School Library. Members from outlying areas can attend meetings telephonically. The board welcomes the public to attend its monthly meetings. Go to http://dnr.alaska.gov/parks/misc/brdappgeneric.pdf for the on-line PDF application. Applications are also available at the state parks office at 7278 East Bogard Road in Wasilla. For more information, contact the Park office at 745-8935.

INTERNSHIPS
MARKETING & PUBLIC RELATIONS INTERNSHIP for the SPENARD FARMERS MARKET for the 2012 Market Season. The Spenard Farmers Market encourages sustainability through local agriculture and community development, it is the only nonprofit farmers market in Anchorage. The ideal candidate would have an interest in local food issues and excellent communication skills. While the internship is unpaid, it is part time, extremely flexible and can be outside! This would be the perfect opportunity for someone seeking college credit, building their resume or networking within the nonprofit and environmental community before college graduation. Email a resume and statement of interest to spenardfarmersmarket@gmail.com.

INTERNSHIPS AVAILABLE with ALASKA YOUTH for ENVIRONMENTAL ACTION. AYEA is a youth leadership and civic engagement program for high school students from across Alaska to build skills and take action on issues they care about. We host youth leadership summits focused on project planning, community organizing, and political action, and we support youth-led projects throughout the school year. We are currently looking for volunteer interns to lead a variety of projects in 2012. Gain mad skillz in community organizing, navigating the political system, event planning, communication, and/or fundraising. AYEA staff are super cool and it will probably be the best internship EVER. Rolling deadline. Positions open until filled. Applicants do not have to live in Anchorage to be eligible. For more information, go to http://ayea.org/?s=internship.

POSITIONS AVAILABLE
**COMMUNICATIONS DIRECTOR for REAP (Renewable Energy Alaska Project) in Anchorage. Key Responsibilities: Maintain REAP website, including frequent updates with relevant news and maintaining REAP’s social; media presence on Facebook, Linkedin and Twitter; Cultivate relationships with local media and pursue both paid and earned media to raise REAP’s profile; Help refine and advise Executive Director on Communications strategy; Write and submit press releases on important energy efficiency and renewable energy news; Produce and publish REAP’s monthly electronic newsletter; Promote REAP events including the annual Alaska Renewable Energy Fair and Business of Clean Energy in Alaska conference, monthly forums, and other events. Minimum Qualifications: Bachelor’s degree, Two years experience in the communications, public relations or media fields, Knowledge of Alaskan institutions and energy infrastructure, Enthusiasm for and interest in the Clean Energy field. Additional Preferred Skills: Graphic design, website management experience including html, Microsoft Excel, Constant Contact or similar email marketing system, film and A/V. Compensation: This is permanent full-time position; salary is commensurate with experience and qualifications. Benefits include paid personal leave and holidays and employer contribution to retirement. Application Deadline: May 18. Application Process: Please send cover letter, résumé, three letters of recommendation, writing sample, and a design sample if applicable, to the followingaddress: Renewable Energy Alaska Project, Attn: Chris Rose, 308 G Street, Suite 207, Anchorage, Alaska 99501 or via email to: e.jones@realaska.org.

INFORMATION SERVICES SPECIALIST in the Department of Philanthropy & Communications at the ALASKA CONSERVATION FOUNDATION (ACF) in Anchorage. Duties and responsibilities, including but not limited to Data/Donation management; Database administration; Analysis & Reporting; Planning for Awards Event. Job Specifications: Pro-active, process-oriented with strong analytical and organizational skills; Excellent verbal and written communication skills. Ability to present information concisely and effectively; Attention to detail and accuracy a must; Team player. Qualifications: A passion for Alaska and protecting its environment; Bachelor's degree required; Minimum 2-3 year experience working with a donor management system; experience with Salesforce preferred. Knowledge of WealthEngine, Conga Composer, and online payment systems (Click & Pledge) desirable; Proficient in MS Office (Word, Excel, Powerpoint). For more information, contact Jacqueline Lee, Operations/HR Manager, at (907) 276-1917, (907) 229-4268 Cell, (907) 274-4145 Fax, or go to www.alaskaconservation.org.

SENIOR EPIDEMIOLOGIST at the ALASKA NATIVE EPIDEMIOLOGY CENTER, part of the Alaska Native to work on projects from cancer to suicide to regional health profiles, and would play a major role in domestic violence and sexual violence projects. Their role would be part epidemiology and part program evaluation and technical assistance, all to help the Tribal Health System and the health of Alaska Native and American Indian people in Alaska. Anyone is welcome to apply, and we strongly encourage Alaska Native, American Indian, Aboriginal Canadian, and other indigenous health professionals to apply. The job posing can be found at https://anthc.silkroad.com/epostings/index.cfm?fuseaction=app.jobinfo&jobid=218999&company_id=15902&source=ONLINE&JobOwner=992401&bycountry=0&bystate=0&bylocation=NULL&keywords=20120214&byCat=&tosearch=yes.

ENVIRONMENTAL SPECIALIST for DOWL HKM’s Anchorage office. Experience with the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), environmental documentation, agency consultation, and permitting is required. General familiarity with special study areas relating to aquatic biology, wildlife, noise, air quality, wetlands, archeology/cultural resources, contaminated soil investigations, and/or other environmental analyses is considered beneficial. Excellent writing capabilities, strong initiative and leadership skills, and a desire to work with diverse interests to build better projects are critical. The successful candidate will have a minimum B.S. from an accredited environmental, engineering, or related science program (M.S. is preferred) and at least 2 years of progressively responsible NEPA project experience. DOWL HKM is an Alaska Native owned and equal opportunity and affirmative action employer. We offer competitive salaries, excellent benefits, tuition reimbursement, exciting projects, great co-workers and clients, and a fun work environment. Apply today! Go to: www.dowlhkm.com to view full position descriptions for all open positions at DOWL HKM, and to apply on-line. If you have questions or experience technical difficulties, please send an email message to us at careers@dowlhkm.com.

ACCOUNTING/PROGRAM ASSISTANT for the ANCHORAGE PARK FOUNDATION to perform various clerical accounting tasks according to standard operating procedures. These tasks may include processing invoices, cash receipts, creating donor records, filing and completing related documentation and reporting functions. Hours of Work: 9a.m. to 6 pm – Monday through Friday. This work environment is very flexible. Knowledge/skills/competencies: Self-motivated and a self-starter. Must enjoy working with people but also be able to work independently with minimal supervision. Able to multi-task, set priorities and adapt to changing office needs. Attention to detail and follow through critical. Able to communicate effectively in both verbal and written forms. Able to use standard Microsoft Office applications; Quickbooks, Adobe Creative Suite and/or database management skills are preferred Responsibilities: Accounting Duties, Donor Services: Administrative Support, and Program Support:. Position Requirements: High School diploma. AA or Bachelor’s degree from an accredited university preferred. Minimum of two years work experience that demonstrates the required skills; experience working in an office setting preferred. The ideal candidate will have a passion for parks and recreation as cornerstones of a healthy community. This position offers a competitive salary and benefits package and flexible scheduling. For more information, go to www.AnchorageParkFoundation.org. To apply, please submit a cover letter and resume to Beth Nordlund at Beth@AnchorageParkFoundation.org. Deadline to apply is 

April 30.

GREEN STAR is looking for a PART-TIME STAFF MEMBER TO ASSIST WITH BIKE TO WORK DAY LOGISTICS. This position will run from April 16th to May 31st. The selected applicant will work approximately 80 to 120 hours in total to complete this project. Minimum qualifications: 21 years of age and older, active or recreational bicyclist, independent worker with flexible schedule, reliable transportation, valid drivers license and proof of insurance. This is a FUN position that requires doing outreach to community businesses so we will be looking for a personable, outgoing team member. Resumes can be sent to Josh Sherwood at joshua@greenstarinc.org. GREEN STAR affirms its commitment to afford all individuals who have the necessary qualifications an equal opportunity to compete for employment and advancement with the organization. To assure equal employment opportunity, there shall be no discrimination and/or preferred treatment concerning any individual or group because of race, color, creed, religion, ancestry, sex, age, national origin, disability, marital status, or veteran status or as otherwise prohibited by applicable state, federal or local law.

AMERICORPS POSITION CREW LEADER for the term of March 19 – August 17. SAGA’s Mission: SAGA provides service learning to enhance lives, lands, and communities in Alaska. We are dedicated to helping young people make the connection between what they learn and how they live. Program Summary: Serve Alaska Youth Corps (SAYC) is the youth division of the Alaska Service Corps, and is specifically designed to provide leadership, work readiness, and life skills to young Alaskans who have barriers to their education or employment. These skills are gained through the service projects performed and through educational activities on nights and weekends. Position Summary: Serve Alaska Youth Corps (SAYC) Crew Leaders have experience in both the essential technical and interpersonal skills needed to assure projects are completed in a safe, efficient, and team-based manner with high-quality results. Crew Leaders will be selected to co-lead and live with a crew of five to six Crew Members. These AmeriCorps members are 17 to 24 years old, come from a diverse array of backgrounds, and travel from rural and urban communities in Alaska. These young adults may be struggling in school, with prior experience involving chemical dependency, defiance, depleted motivation, or no prior work experience – willing to take the steps to reconnect with a positive lifestyle. Member development and educational activities occur throughout the term of service. These may include organizing volunteer projects, gaining skills in cross-cultural communication and group living, and educational/vocational planning. SAYC Crew Leaders are responsible for developing these activities with the support of the Education Coordinator. Member development and educational activities will take place in the evenings and on weekends. Following a two-month orientation at our facilities in Juneau, which includes Wilderness First Responder and hard and soft skills training needed to work successfully with young adults and disconnected youth, Crew Leaders will work on projects as a crew before meeting the incoming Crew Members and receiving crew and location assignments. Crew Members work on service projects throughout Alaska while living and working with their crew in a field camp setting. Following a weeklong orientation, members receive their crew assignments and project locations before being deployed. Project Summary: Serve Alaska Youth Corps projects are located throughout Alaska. All projects are located outdoors and are completed in all weather conditions. Typical projects include roadside safety projects (tree clearing, brush removal, clearing behind highway guardrails), invasive species removal and train maintenance. Projects such as stream restoration and cabin maintenance are also possible. Project Sponsors: We serve the Alaska Department of Transportation, National Park Service, U.S. Forest Service, Alaska State Parks, local municipalities, trail associations, and Alaska Native groups. Project Locations: Anchorage, Fairbanks, Denali National Park, Glacier Bay National Park, Kodiak Island, Valdez, Yakutat, Juneau, and Prince of Wales Island are representative of project locations. Most projects are front-country, where crews will live in established campgrounds – possibly within a community – and have access to services. Backcountry projects are possible, where access to services will be limited or not present. Our crews are often more than 1,000 miles apart. Education Summary: The SAYC education program connects what your crew members learn with how they live. During the service day, crews travel to some of Alaska’s most beautiful areas. In the field camp at night, you will help them connect with their fellow crew members to learn about these areas, as well as helping them gain effective communication skills, group living skills, and an introduction to the world of work including job searches and resume building. Responsibilities: • Co-lead a crew of AmeriCorps Members while living in field camps; participate in and ensure completion of camp chores and evening and weekend activities, • Perform strenuous physical labor while completing outdoor service projects in all weather conditions, • Ensure projects are completed in a safe and timely manner according to project specifications, • Uphold and follow SAGA’s policies and procedures, • Take action and respond appropriately if emergency situations arise, • Promote safety and positive crew morale by facilitating conflict resolution and addressing dysfunction in crew dynamics, • Serve as the on-site liaison between project sponsors, your crew and SAGA staff, • Complete paperwork related to service projects and member development in a timely manner. Position Requirements: • Must be at least 21 years of age, • U.S. citizen, U.S. national or lawful permanent resident alien with current passport for Canadian border crossings, • High school diploma or GED, • Valid driver’s license and clean driving record, • No drug or alcohol convictions in the last three years, • Experience working in a supervisory role or prior leadership experience, preferably in a team-based model, • Excellent communication skills, • Tolerance for adversity and uncertainty, • Sincere interest in being a healthy role model and leader for disconnected youth, • Must be comfortable co-leading a crew in outdoor settings in extreme weather conditions, • Willingness to maintain a rigorous crew schedule, • Willingness to make team-based decisions that have a positive impact on the crew without jeopardizing project success, • Trail work or comparable experience, • Chainsaw and power tool experience, • Able to provide the gear necessary to live and work for nine months in the Alaskan outdoors, • Must be committed to completing the full term of national service, • Selection is contingent upon passing national criminal background and sex offender checks. Benefits: • Approximately $1,000 monthly living stipend, • AmeriCorps Educational Award of $2,775 upon successful completion of term of national service, • Reimbursement of the partial cost of Wilderness First Responder training, • SAGA’s paid Leadership Training Modules, including: Power Tool Operation and Maintenance, Professional Driving, Alaska Trail Construction and Maintenance, Leadership and more • Living in Alaska’s wild backyard with world-class recreation at your fingertips. Transportation: Travel to & from program: Each Crew Leader is responsible for the cost of travel to SAGA’s orientation site (Juneau or Anchorage). You can make reservations with Alaska Airlines, the Alaska Marine Highway System (ferry), or choose to drive a personal vehicle via the Alaskan-Canadian Highway (note: personal vehicles are to remain parked at SAGA headquarters during the project season). Travel within Program : SAGA provides 15 passenger vans and ferry travel for project-related travel. Interviews: Ongoing Until Positions Filled Term of National Service: 900 hours & 22 weeks. To Apply: Please call or email with additional questions: SAGA Recruiter at (907) 790-6412 or recruiter@servealaska.org or Fax: (907) 789-3118 or go to www.servealaska.org.

 AMERICORPS POSITION TRANSPORTATION SAFETY CREW LEADER for the term of March 19 – October 31, 2012. SAGA’s Mission: SAGA provides service learning to enhance lives, lands, and communities in Alaska. We are dedicated to helping young people make the connection between what they learn and how they live. SAGA is a statewide Service Corps dedicated to fulfilling our mission by providing high-quality services throughout Alaska. Project Summary: Alaska Service Corps projects are located throughout Alaska. For the 2012 project season, SAGA will form two Transportation Safety Crews to serve most of their terms of service in the Interior of Alaska, in service to the Alaska Department of Transportation (DOT). All projects are located outdoors and are completed in all weather conditions. The bulk of the service projects will focus on road safety projects – tree-clearing, brush removal and clearing behind highway guardrails and fences. Project Sponsors: This crew will primarily serve the Alaska Department of Transportation & Public Facilities. Some service projects may be done for other public land agencies. Project Locations: This crew will serve on DOT projects in the Interior (Fairbanks, Tok, Healy, Valdez) for most of the season, as well as a few other locations in South Central Alaska (Anchorage, Wasilla, Homer). Position Requirements: • Must be at least 21 years of age • U.S. citizen, U.S. national or lawful permanent resident alien with current passport for Canadian border crossings, • High school diploma or GED, • Valid driver’s license and clean driving record, • No drug or alcohol convictions in the last three years, • Experience working in a supervisory role or prior leadership experience, preferably in a team-based model, • Excellent communication skills, Selection is contingent upon passing national criminal background and sex offender checks. Benefits: • Approximately $1,000 monthly living stipend • AmeriCorps Educational Award of $4,243 upon successful completion of term of national service • Reimbursement of the partial cost of Wilderness First Responder training • SAGA’s paid Leadership Training Modules, including: Power Tool Operation and Maintenance, Professional Driving, Alaska Trail Construction and Maintenance, Leadership and more • Living in Alaska’s wild backyard with world-class recreation at your fingertips. Transportation: Travel to & from program: Each Crew Leader is responsible for the cost of travel to SAGA’s orientation site (Juneau or Anchorage). You can make reservations with Alaska Airlines, the Alaska Marine Highway System (ferry), or choose to drive a personal vehicle via the Alaskan-Canadian Highway (note: personal vehicles are to remain parked at SAGA headquarters during the project season). Travel within Program : SAGA provides 15 passenger vans and ferry travel for project-related travel. Interviews: Ongoing Until Positions Filled Term of National Service: 1,350 hours & 32 weeks Please call or email with additional questions: SAGA Recruiter at (907) 790-6412 or recruiter@servealaska.org{fs24  or go to SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1 www.servealaska.org.

ENERGY DEVELOPMENT ASSISTANT for COOK INLET REGION, INC. (CIRI). Position will provide high level administrative and related project support for the Energy Development Department and/or the Company’s affiliated subsidiaries. Prepares materials and packets for Board of Director and Board Committee meetings and project meetings. Plays key administrative role in coordinating energy projects. Handles confidential and sensitive information. Minimum Experience: Two or four years of college in business, finance, natural sciences or related field and three years progressively responsible related experience; or any combination of education and experience that provides the required skills, knowledge and abilities. A high degree of technical and online research skills required. Required Contacts: CIRI executives, management and staff, Executives, management and staff of CIRI subsidiaries, wholly-owned and affiliated non-profit companies, Executives, management and staff of other ANCSA corporations and villages. Local, state and federal government and agency representatives and staff. Community and business leaders and the General public. To apply: contact Katherine Cox, HR Generalist, at 907-263-5123 or go to http://www.ciri.com.

PRESIDENT and CEO for the ALASKA SEALIFE CENTER in Seward. The President & CEO, under the direction of the Board of Directors of the Company, shall have general oversight and direction of the Company’s operations. Minimum Qualifications, Skills & Knowledge: 15+ years in a senior-level position that has had oversight and management responsibilities of multiple programs. A balance of scientific research and facilities operation a must; aquarium experience preferred; must have demonstrated excellent communication skills with the ability to be a relationship builder. Must have a background in fundraising and development coupled with knowledge of foundations and other donors who have a philanthropic desire to support similarly situated programs and research activities. Education/Training Requirements: While a PhD is desired, an advanced degree is required coupled with an academic and/or scientific background. Travel: The successful incumbent can expect extensive travel within Alaska as well as between Alaska and the lower 48. More information about ASLC and the position is available at http://www.alaskasealife.org/. Please send electronic versions of a letter of application and resume/curriculum vitae to: Cindy L. Ecklund at cindye@alaskasealife.org.

To RECEIVE What's Up, or to ADD meetings, events, publications, deadlines, websites, or CHANGE EMAIL ADDRESS or UNSUBSCRIBE, contact Peg Tileston at 907-561-0540, FAX 907-563-2747 or pegt@gci.net..
