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What’s Up
March 25, 2011 

Compiled Weekly by Peg Tileston

On behalf of the Alaska Women’s Environmental Network (AWEN), Alaska Center for the Environment (ACE), and Alaska Conservation Alliance (ACA)

WORKSHOPS, SEMINARS, TRAINING, WEBINARS, WEBCASTS, STATEWIDE EVENTS & TELECONFERENCES
March 26, April 16 and May 21

ANCHORAGE - BOAT SMART FROM THE START; BE WATER WISE boating course will be held in Atwood Building. This eight-hour course is approved by the National Association of State Boating Law Administrators (NASBLA) and recognized by the U.S. Coast Guard. The course satisfies most states boating safety education requirements and may even qualify boaters for boat insurance discounts. Segments include pre-departure preparation, boating operations, boating emergencies, cold-water survival, navigation/rules of the road, and legal requirements. Students who attend all sessions, and pass the written exam and skills will be issued a course completion certificate. This course has also been approved for eight hours of Continuing Medical Education (CME) training by the State of Alaska, Department of Health and Social Services. The courses are free but pre-registration is encouraged. For more information contact Joe McCullough at (907) 269-8704 or joseph.mccullough@alaska.gov or Megan Piersma at (907) 269-6042.

**March 29 (TELECONFERENCE)

JUNEAU - The MARINE TRANSPORTATION ADVISORY BOARD will meet beginning at 9am in the Commissioner's Conference Room, DOT&PF Headquarters Building, 3132 Channel Drive. The teleconference number is 1-800-315-6338, conference code 3902#. For questions or additional information, please call 907-465-3902.

March 29

ANCHORAGE - TRAINING for the 5TH ANNUAL SNOW GOOSE/SANDHILL CRANE SURVEY will be held at the BP Energy Center, 900 E. Benson Blvd. Two sessions will be held, 2:30 to 5pm and 5:30 to 8pm. This is training for new and returning volunteers for observation crews by the Friends of the Anchorage Coastal Wildlife Refuge (FAR). Space limited: Reserve your seat ASAP by contacting bird@farak.org to get on the class list for on of the sessions. Must be at least 18 with rare exceptions granted for unusually mature youth who will be accompanied at the training and during the survey by a parent or legal guardian (write to ask permission). For more information about the survey and to download volunteer applications and waivers (both required for new volunteers), go to https://sites.google.com/site/fardoc2010/. This is the ONLY training session that will be held. 

March 29 & April 5

ANCHORAGE - American Society of Landscape Architect’s GARDEN DESIGN WORKSHOP is an opportunity for homeowners to learn about landscape design as well as innovative design elements and then create a design for their home, cottage or cabin. Two lectures that will be given by local landscape architects DWAYNE ADAMS of USKH/LDN and M. ELISE HUGGINS of Earthscape and are from 6:30 to 8:30pm on March 29th and April 5th. The workshop also includes a 2-hour, one-on-one design session with a landscape architect on April 9th. Walk away with your own landscape plan! This is an annual class that raises funds for a scholarship for Alaskan students studying landscape architecture. It’s the biggest fundraising event for the Alaska Chapter, and many of Anchorage’s landscape architects participate in the Saturday session, donating their time. Cost for the classes and workshop is $225. Call 222-2859 for information, or email lminski@corvus-design.com or go to 

https://www.facebook.com/pages/ASLA-Garden-Design-Workshop/184184094956817.

March 30, May 25 & June 1

ANCHORAGE - DREAMING YOUR GARDEN WORKSHOP will have 4 sessions to be held at the Lydia Selkregg Chalet at Russian Jack Springs Park from 7pm to 9pm. SEEDS & STARTS on March 30; HERBAL & MEDICINAL GARDENING on April 20; WILD EDIBLES on May 25; and SOILS & COMPOST on June 1st. All workshops are $25 (or $100 for all 5) and include all materials. Whether you’re new to gardening or just ready to for a refresher, join us for this series that will empower you to grow some of your own food in a pesticide-free garden! To register, please call Samarys with Alaska Community Action on Toxics at 222-7714 or by e-mail at samarys@akaction.org. For more information visit www.akaction.org or www.akcenter.org.

**April 1 - 30

KETCHIKAN – The 13TH ANNUAL ALASKA HUMMINGBIRD FESTIVAL will be held with a variety of activities celebrating the return of the “hummers” to Alaska. To see the schedule of activities, go to http://www.fs.fed.us/r10/tongass/districts/discoverycenter/humschedule.shtml or call festival headquarters at the Southeast Alaska Discovery Center at 907-228-6220. 

April 5

JUNEAU - CLIMATE CHANGE ADAPTATION FRAMEWORKS WORKSHOP will be held at Centennial Hall from 8:30 am to 5pm. The workshop sponsored by the Alaska Coastal Rainforest Center will be in conjunction with the Alaska Chapter of The Wildlife Society. Please note this is not a wildlife-centric workshop, but broad based and interdisciplinary. The agenda is available under the news and events portion of our website at http://acrc.alaska.edu/. For more information, contact Mike Goldstein at 907.796.6269 or email migoldstein@uas.alaska.edu.

**April 8 - May 20

ANCHORAGE - URBAN FARMING will be held from 11am to 1pm on Fridays at the Cooperative Extension Center, 1675 C Street, #100, (entrance off 16th Ave, between A Street and C Street). Instructors: JULIE RILEY, Horticulturist & LESLIE SHALLCROSS, Home Economist, UAF Cooperative Extension Service. Special guest STEVE BROWN, Agriculture Agent, Palmer. Cost: $5 each or all 6 classes for $25. Cash or checks payable to UAF Cooperative Extension Service. (Sorry, no credit cards.) Includes information on Municipality of Anchorage regulations on raising goats in the city. Pre-registration recommended. To download a registration form go to http://www.uaf.edu/ces/districts/anchorage/.

April 8: Eat local: Container gardening, community gardens, farmers' markets, u-picks and starting a food co-op in Anchorage.

April 15: Grow Your Own: Vegetable gardening basics for our cold soils and cool summers. Includes information on organic seed sources and heirloom varieties.

April 22: Chickens in City: Learn what it takes to keep your chickens healthy and productive and your neighbors from complaining. Egg handling, storage, nutrition and cooking will be covered.

April 29: Composting Techniques: Turn your yard and kitchen waste into ‘black gold’. Includes information on vermi-composting with red wigglers.

May 6: Preserving & Storing Your Harvest: Freezing, canning, drying the fruits of your labor.

May 20: Making Goat Cheese: Demonstration on how to make goat cheese using purchased milk.

April 9 - 12

KODIAK - The 1st KODIAK AREA MARINE SCIENCE SYMPOSIUM (KAMASS) will be held at the Kodiak Harbor Convention Center. The symposium will present selected results of decades of marine research conducted near Kodiak. At KAMSS researchers will have an opportunity to talk about their research, and local people will have a chance to learn how Kodiak's marine environment and resources function, change, and affect their lives and livelihoods. KAMSS talks will span all dimensions of Kodiak region marine science, from physical oceanography to zooplankton, crabs to salmon, puffins to killer whales, and historic to current human dimensions. There will be ample opportunity for the public, researchers, and educators to mingle, trade insights, and answer questions. About fifty scientists will give oral and poster presentations geared to inform local fishermen and residents about research conducted near Kodiak. Also on the program are workshops on the Alaska Seas and Rivers curriculum, the Coastal Observing and Seabird Survey Team, Community Monitoring of Marine Invasive Species led by GARY FREITAG, Communicating Ocean Science led by MARILYN SIGMAN, and Data Gaps and Cooperative Research Opportunities led by KATE WYNNE. JOHN PIATT, U.S. Geological Survey bird researcher, will be a keynote speaker. For more information contact Kate Wynne at 907-486-1517 or email kate.wynne@alaska.edu.For a full program, please go to Error! Hyperlink reference not valid..

April 11 - 15

NET ZERO ENERGY BUILDINGS IN ALASKA? Hear the true stories on how they have been built in Canada. Alaska Center for Appropriate Technology (ACAT) www.ACAT.org has reached an agreement to bring two of the key people that have built Net Zero Ready/ Net Zero Energy (NZE) buildings (EQuilibrium) in Edmonton, Alberta Canada. There will be presentations in Juneau, South Central Alaska and Fairbanks April 11-15, 2011. Learn about Solar system interconnect with the buildings. Presenters: GORDON HOWELL, PE and monitors the electrical and solar systems. Gordon is also on CSA Standards, code, plus interconnection and renewable committees. PETER AMERONGEN, Designer, Builder, principal in www.habitat-studio.com Winner of the Net-Zero Energy Coalition "closest to net-Zero energy" custom home builder of 2009. Details to follow at www.ACAT.org.

April 12

ANCHORAGE - LIGHTING TECHNOLOGIES: NOW and in the FUTURE WORKSHOP will be held from 8:30am to 4pm in the REI Education Room, 1200 W. Northern Lights Blvd., featuring JEFF ROBBINS, The workshop begins with a review of lighting basics and finishes with in-class lighting application exercises. Robbins will cover all the recent updates to the newest and hottest technologies, followed by a thorough study of current retrofit practices. Visit www.greenstarinc.org to download a flyer with more information about the workshop. Lighting Design Lab. Space is limited to 50 participants. RSVP to Green Star at 278-7827 or email info@greenstarinc.org. Early Bird registration (before March 25) $35; Green Star Awardee $25; All registration after March 25 is $45. 

**April 12 - 24

KODIAK - KODIAK WHALE FEST is scheduled for April 12–24, and COMFISH ALASKA is on the docket for April 14–16.

April 15 – 17 (Additional Information)

PALMER - FIRST BIENNIAL TRAIL RONDY* will be held at the Alaska Job Corps Center, 800 E. Lynn Martin Drive. The Trail Rondy* is a 3-day workshop for all trail enthusiasts, advocates, planners, managers, and builders who want to learn new skills and techniques, test out the latest equipment, network, and share ideas about how we can all work together to make Alaska's trails the best they can be. Come join us as we hear from Representative Don Young and Senator Lisa Murkowski about why trails are important to all Alaskans. Join the Alaska Job Corps students for a special Trail Construction Industry Luncheon. Learn about grant writing and trail funding, leadership and volunteer management, designing and building sustainable trails, building partnerships, multi-use and separated use trails, youth trail projects, and much more! For a detailed agenda or to register, go to www.alaska-trails.org or see our page on Facebook. Register by April 1st and save $25! Special registration fees and scholarships are available to students. (*RONDY is a Registered Trademark of Greater Anchorage, Inc. and is being used with permission.)


**April 16

PALMER - BIRCH-TAPPING CLASS will be held from 1 to 4 pm at the Matanuska Experiment Farm. All equipment will be provided and the fee is $10.The workshop is sponsored by the UAF School of Natural Resources and Agricultural Sciences and UAF Cooperative Extension Service. To sign up, contact Valerie Barber at 907-746-9466 or vabarber@alaska.edu.

April 16 - 24 and April 26 - 28

SEWARD - WILDERNESS FIRST RESPONDER CLASS will be held at the Windsong Lodge. For anyone working in the outdoors, or spending a lot of personal time in the backcountry, this course is essential! Learn all the basics of wilderness medicine and how to apply that knowledge to help people in the backcountry using the gear you have with you and the natural resources around you. Cost $625. 

**April 25 - 27

FAIRBANKS - ALASKA WOOD ENERGY CONFERENCE: MAKING WOOD WORK – LOCAL ENERGY SOLUTIONS will be held from 8am to 6pm at the Westmark Hotel. A tour of the Superior Pellet Fuels facility and K&K Recycling will kick off this exciting, informative event. Since the 2007 Alaska Wood Energy Conference, many biomass projects have moved forward. Alaska House Bill 152 (Renewable Energy Fund) legislation was signed and authorized in 2008. To date, over $16 million has been awarded to 21 biomass design and construction projects. Alaska now has an operational pellet manufacturing plant in North Pole and successful wood-fired boilers throughout the state. Biomass boiler system implementation, forest resource identification and management, residential applications and combined heat and power will be topics at this upcoming conference. The conference will bring together Native corporations, state and federal agency personnel, biomass manufacturers, and community leaders. National and international experts have been invited to speak and ample time for question and answer sessions will be provided. Conference participants will gain increased knowledge of the opportunities and potential for biomass energy in Alaska to help reduce dependency on imported petroleum products and enhance local economies.

April 26 -28

SEWARD - WILDERNESS FIRST RESPONDER RECERTIFICATION CLASS (This is for people who already hold a current WFR, and simply need to recertify.) will be held at the Seward Windsong Lodge. Cost $275. For more information and to register, go to www.KayakAK.com. To get more information and register, click on “Trip Forms.” Use “wfr” for the Responder class and “wfr challenge” as password for the wfr challenge for the Recertification class. For additional information, contact Wendy Doughty at 406-980-0762 or email wee@KayakAK.com.

**April 28 & 29 (Additional Information)

ANCHORAGE – Registration is now open for the BUSINESS OF CLEAN ENERGY IN ALASKA CONFERENCE which will be held at the Dena’ina Center. The conference will provide an opportunity to learn about renewable energy and energy efficiency in Alaska and network with those working in the field locally as well as nationwide. The conference brings together business, civic and government leaders from around the state, nation and the world in a strategic and educational forum to help Alaska move toward a sustainable energy future. It is structured as a two-day conference with one day focused on Renewable Energy and one day on Energy Efficiency. It also features an exhibitor hall that is open to the public. Keynote speakers this year are: Former Colorado GOV. BILL RITTER and National Green Building Expert JERRY YUDELSON. This is a two-day conference with one day on Energy Efficiency and one on Renewable Energy. Register for one or both days at www.BCEAconference.com. Early Bird Registration ends April 8!
**April 28 - May 1

WRANGELL - The STIKINE RIVER BIRDING FESTIVAL will be held in the Wrangell Convention and Visitor Bureau. Celebrate Spring in Wrangell and on the Stikine River with several thousand Bald Eagles, shorebirds, and water fowl. For more information, contact 800-367-9745 or go to http://stikinebirding.org/.

**April 30
The DRUG ENFORCEMENT AGENCY (DEA) will hold a NATIONAL DRUG COLLECTION DAY from 10am to 2pm. On the first Drug Collection Day in September 2010 over 121 tons of unwanted drugs were collected. Everyone is encouraged to bring their unwanted, expired prescription drugs to a drug collection site near them. Drug collection reduces the chance of the diversion of drugs into the hands of the wrong person and of unwanted drugs being discarded down the toilet or sink, passing through wastewater treatment plants and entering water bodies that may serve as sources of drinking water downstream. Go the http://www.justice.gov/dea/index.htm to locate collection sites nearest you.

**May 2 - 7

ANCHORAGE - CLASSROOMS for CLIMATE SYMPOSIUM: THE CHANGING CHUGACH, NORTHERN ECOSYSTEMS, and the IMPLICATIONS for SCIENCE AND SOCIETY.

http://www.uaa.alaska.edu/classroomsforclimate/. The purpose of the conference is to examine the current state of knowledge of regional climate, natural and managed ecosystems, socioeconomic conditions, and traditional cultural values of Alaska’s coastal forests and surrounding areas and to create an educational opportunity for students, agencies, and the interested public by bringing together relevant scientists and experts to share perspectives and insights. Elements of the conference include a public key-note address by Majora Carter, presented paper sessions, poster sessions, and youth participation. The foci of this symposium are: 1) the biophysical systems, 2) their relevance to economic and cultural values, 3) their importance to advancing knowledge and utility for education, and 4) policy and adaptation. Keynote Speaker: MAJORA CARTER. As one of the nation’s pioneers in successful urban green-collar job training and placement systems, Majora addresses public health, poverty alleviation, and climate change adaptation. She founded Sustainable South Bronx in 2001 to achieve environmental equality through economically sustainable projects. Her work has earned numerous honors including Fast Company’s 100 Most Creative People In Business and a MacArthur “genius” Fellowship. Carter is now president of her own economic consulting firm, a co-host on Sundance Channel’s The Green, and a host of a new special public radio series called The Promised Land. For more information, go to www.uaa.alaska.edu/classroomsforclimate or contact Sara Boario at sboario@fs.fed.us.
**May 5 - 8

CORDOVA - COPPER RIVER DELTA SHOREBIRD FESTIVAL will feature the tidal flats of the Copper River Delta with the activity of hundreds of thousands of shorebirds. As many as 5 million shorebirds rest and feed here during spring migration. Many activities, workshops and community events are offered throughout the festival. For more information, go to http://cordovachamber.com/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=57&Itemid=44 or call 907-424-7260.

**May 10 - 13

GIRDWOOD - RIVERS THAT RUN UNDER THE MIDNIGHT SUN CONFERENCE will be held at Alyeska Resort sponsored by the River Management Society and International Submerged Lands Management office:. For more information, contact 301.585.4677 or email rms@river-management.org.

**May 11 & 12

FAIRBANKS - NORTHERN LATITUDES MINING RECLAMATION WORKSHOP TECHNICAL SESSIONS..The Workshop is a joint project by a variety of governmental agencies in Canada and the U.S. to promote and facilitate interaction on reclamation and remediation methods and processes related to the mineral industry. The objective is to bring together industry, communities, First Nations and Alaska Native Corporations, and government entities who undertake or review reclamation projects in the north, or comparable climates, to share information and experiences. General examples of reclamation themes for the workshop are in such topical areas as: Strategies for northern climatic conditions Abandoned mine site remediation and reclamation Case studies on what worked and what might not have Applications of local knowledge to improve results The overall emphasis of the Workshop is on full scale mitigation/remediation, practical solutions to complex problems, and sustaining successful remediation. Cold climates and high elevation sites in more southern areas can face similar challenges. We are always open to considering abstracts covering a wide and diverse range of reclamation issues and conditions. For more information, contact Joe Wehrman, Alaska Department of Natural Resources, at 907-269-8630 or email joe.wehrman@alaska.gov.

May 13

ANCHORAGE - TOURISM AND MINING: OPPORTUNITIES AND COSTS FOR BRISTOL BAY CONFERENCE will be held from 8:30am to 4pm with Reception to follow in the Dena’a Center. Bristol Bay supports a robust tourism and recreation industry which is second only to commercial fishing in regional importance. Multiple mining ventures are now exploring copper, gold and molybdenum deposits in the remote headwaters of Bristol Bay. The giant prospect, Pebble Mine, would be the largest open pit mine in North America and its associated infrastructure could impact as many as 50 square miles. The conference will bring together industry leaders, business owners, government officials, scientists, policy experts, and conservationists to take a comprehensive look at the existing tourism industry in Bristol Bay, future opportunities for the industry, and the effects that a large-scale mining district could have on one of Alaska’s largest private sector employer. Topics will include: •Tourism Today in Bristol Bay and Southwest Alaska; •The Pebble Mining District: What’s At Stake?; •Community Views of Mining & Tourism; and •What Roles Can the Bristol Bay Tourism Community Play? Early Bird Registration $30 (register by April 8th); $50 after April 8th. Brought to you by Alaska Wilderness Recreation and Tourism Association. For more information, contact Nelli Williams at nwilliams@tu.org.

May 16 – 31
PALMER - LOG CABIN CONSTRUCTION WORKSHOP will be held from 8 am to 5pm (with one day off after every 5) at the Matanuska Experiment Farm, 1509 Trunk Road, Palmer. ROBERT W. CHAMBERS, world-recognized authority on handcrafted log home construction, will lead the sessions on how to build with green logs. Basic procedures and techniques will be described and practiced to help even the novice get started with a project. Cost is $1,200 for a 10-day class on building log walls and $500 for a four-day class on building roof trusses. For more information, contact Valerie Barber, director UAF Forest Products Program, 907-746-9466 or vabarber@alaska.edu.

**May 18 & 19

ANCHORAGE - The BUSINESS OF CLEAN ENERGY IN ALASKA will be held at the Dena’ina Center. For more information visit www.uaf.edu/acep.

May 23 - 27

ANCHORAGE - SOIL SCIENCE FOR NATURAL RESOURCE PROFESSIONALS will be lead by Senior Soil Scientist JOE MOORE of Three Parameters Plus, Inc. This two-session field and classroom course presents critical soils information needed by professionals and students working in resource management or regulatory environments. The Basic Soil Session (May 23-25) provides an understanding of soil concepts including how to recognize and describe different soil types and how to apply soils data. The Advanced Hydric Soils session (May 26-27) will build on the Basic Soil Session and thoroughly discuss hydric soil properties and indicators, as well as techniques for monitoring. Both classes will focus on soil situation routinely encountered in Alaska and similar northern latitude regions. For more information and to register please visit www.3ppi.com or contact Jessica Moody at Three Parameters Plus, Inc. (jmoody@3ppi.net or 907-248-1500).

GRANTS & AWARDS
March 25
Deadline for submission of works for ALASKAN ARTISTS from students/juveniles (17 & under) and adults (18 & Up) to submit works to the ALASKA HUMMINGBIRD FESTIVAL JURIED ART SHOW to be held in Ketchikan in April. The Art Show is an educational program to promote awareness of the spring migratory birds of Southeast Alaska through creative arts. Submit art work to Ketchikan Visitors Bureau, 131 Front Street, Ketchikan, Alaska 99901, C/O Alaska Hummingbird Festival. For more information, contact Leslie Swada , Acting Public Affairs Specialist, at 907.228.6274, cell 907.617.7746, Fax: 907.228.6215 or email lswada@fs.fed.us.

March 31
Deadline for nominations for the ALASKA CONSERVATION FOUNDATION (ACF) AWARDS. Each year through its Conservation Achievement Awards, ACF selects and honors individuals and organizations that have gone above and beyond the call of duty in helping to preserve Alaska. Awards are made in a RANGE OF CATEGORIES: Outstanding Professional Contributions; Outstanding Volunteer Contributions; Young Environmental Activists; Outstanding Achievements by a Conservation Organization; Excellence in Environmental Education; Excellence in Still Photography, Film or Video; and Outstanding Achievements by an Alaska Native Organization or Individual. If you know someone who works tirelessly to protect Alaska's magnificence, don't miss this opportunity to ensure that his/her contributions are recognized. Nominate them for an Alaska Conservation Foundation Conservation Achievement Award today! It's easy to make a nomination. Simply download the form at: www.alaskaconservation.org/achievement-awards and tell us about your candidate.

June 1
Deadline for nominations Renewable Natural Resources Foundation (RNRF) awards

The SUSTAINED ACHIEVEMENT AWARD recognizes a long-term contribution and commitment to the protection and conservation of natural resources by an individual. 

The OUTSTANDING ACHIEVEMENT AWARD recognizes a project, publication, piece of legislation, or similar concrete accomplishment that occurred during the three years prior to nomination for the award. (An individual cannot receive this award.) 

The EXCELLENCE IN JOURNALISM AWARD, honors and encourages excellence in print journalism about natural resources. RNRF seeks to advance public education and understanding of important natural resource issues through the dissemination of accurate and scientifically-based information about the environment. The award recognizes work by an individual, group, or organization for print media (such as a book, on-line report, or article/feature in a newspaper, magazine, journal, or newsletter). Nominations and supporting materials must be received at RNRF’s offices by close-of-business on June 1. For additional information about RNRF and the awards program visit Error! Hyperlink reference not valid., email vaughan@rnrf.org or call (301) 493-9101.

DEADLINES
March 25 (Additional Information)

Deadline for nomination for the NORTH PACIFIC RESEARCH BOARD ADVISORY PANEL. The Advisory Panel serves as a bridge between knowledge derived through scientific research and the experiential understanding gained over time and shared by community members. This group represents broad constituencies associated with Alaska coastal areas and users of the marine environment. Advisory Panel members make recommendations to the Board to help it accomplish its overall mission of fielding a high-caliber, comprehensive research program that will improve our understanding of the Gulf of Alaska, Bering Sea and Aleutian Islands, and Arctic Ocean ecosystems and their fisheries, and help to sustain and enhance the living marine resources. The Board believes it is important to incorporate meaningful community involvement throughout its science program, from planning to oversight and review. The Advisory Panel has a significant advice-giving role, with active involvement in setting research priorities and defining questions, although it does not participate in reviewing research proposals. Nominations should include: a brief 1-2 page resume and full contact information, including email address. Submit nominations and self-nominations for representation from the Arctic and Bering Sea/Aleutian Islands to the Board at Katie.blake@nprb or by regular mail to Katie Blake, Executive Assistant, North Pacific Research Board,1007 West 3rd Avenue, Suite 100, Anchorage, AK 99501. The Board will select new Advisory Panel members during the first week of April 2011. The next scheduled Advisory Panel meeting will take place April 26-27 in Anchorage.

March 25
Deadline for comments on a proposal to CONSTRUCT SLOW VEHICLE TURNOUTS (SVT) and PASSING LANES along the SEWARD HIGHWAY BETWEEN TURNAGAIN PASS [MILEPOST (MP) 68] and POTTER MARSH (MP 115). The proposed work would include the following for SVT: • Pave and/or restripe approximately 600 to 700-foot (ft) long, 12-ft wide SVT lanes with an 8-ft shoulder at six existing scenic pullout locations along the Seward Highway near MP’s 71, 75, 76, 108, and 111; •Improve foreslopes and install and/or replace drainage culverts as needed; •Extend the cable guardrail system where a SVT would be constructed near MP 108; and •Install signing at both the beginning and ending of all SVT lanes. The proposed work would include the following for Passing Lanes: •Restripe and widen the existing Seward Highway near MP 68, 73, 95, and 115 to include approximately 0.4 to 2.0 miles long, 12-ft wide passing lanes with an 8-ft shoulder; •Pave areas of the highway where widening would occur; •Improve foreslopes, install and/or replace guardrails and install signing at both the beginning and ending of all passing lanes; and •Repair or replace existing drainage culverts as needed. All improvements would be performed within the DOT&PF right-of-way (ROW). Construction for the proposed project is anticipated to begin in the summer of 2012. For more information contact Chris Huber, P.E., Project Manager, at 269-0572 or Holly Sanders, Environmental Impact Analyst, at 269-0528. To submit comments, contact Brian Elliott, Regional Environmental Manager, at P.O. Box 196900, Anchorage, Alaska 99519-6900. 

March 25
Deadline for comments on the NORTH SLOPE FOOTHILLS AREAWIDE OIL and GAS LEASE SALES PRELIMINARY FINDING for 2011-2020. The proposed North Slope Foothills lease sale area is located between the National Petroleum Reserve-Alaska (NPR-A) on the west, the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge (ANWR) on the east, south of the Umiat Baseline and north of the Gates of the Arctic National Park and Preserve. The area is within the North Slope Borough and encompasses about 7.2 million acres. About 3.2 million acres within the lease sale area are either Native-owned or Native-selected, and will not be included in the proposed lease sales. Only those lands free and unencumbered will be included in any lease issued; acreage not owned by the state, already subject to an oil and gas lease, or clouded by title claims will be excluded from any leases sold. DO&G is issuing an Alaska Coastal Management Program (ACMP) consistency evaluation concurrently with the preliminary best interest finding. Comments about the consistency evaluation are being accepted concurrently with the preliminary finding. The final ACMP consistency determination will be made available concurrently with the final best interest finding. The preliminary best interest finding and ACMP consistency evaluation are available at www.dog.dnr.alaska.gov. For more information or to submit comments, contact Susan G. Browne at (907) 269-8803, Fax (907) 269-8938, or email susan.g.browne@alaska.gov.

March 25

Deadline for nominations for the NORTH PACIFIC RESEARCH BOARD ADVISORY PANEL The Advisory Panel serves as a bridge between knowledge derived through scientific research and the experiential understanding gained over time and shared by community members. This group represents broad constituencies associated with Alaska coastal areas and users of the marine environment. Advisory Panel members make recommendations to the Board to help it accomplish its overall mission of fielding a high-caliber, comprehensive research program that will improve our understanding of the Gulf of Alaska, Bering Sea and Aleutian Islands, and Arctic Ocean ecosystems and their fisheries, and help to sustain and enhance the living marine resources. Advisory Panel members serve three-year terms, with new terms commencing on April 9th, 2011. The Board covers travel, food and lodging when attending meetings. Nominations and self-nominations for representation from the Arctic and Bering Sea/Aleutian Islands may be submitted to the Board by email to katie.blake@nprb.org. Please include a brief one-two page resume and full contact information, including email address. For more information about the Board, and its committees and activities, go to www.nprb.org. The Board will select new Advisory Panel members during the first week of April 2011 and the next scheduled Advisory Panel meeting will take place April 26 and 27 in Anchorage.

March 31

HAINES – Comments are due on the proposal to CONSTRUCT NEW SIDEWALKS. The project location is on the Old Haines Highway between the intersections of 3rd Avenue and Front Street.
Notice of Environmental Evaluation & Consideration of Historic Properties. The project would add sidewalks so that there would be sidewalks located on both side of the Old Haines Highway. Approximately 2450 feet of sidewalk and approximately 20 curb cuts for driveways or streets would be installed. Additionally, a walking path would be installed to connect Tlingit Park with the Old Haines Highway. DOT&PF is currently evaluating the social, economic, and environmental impacts of this project. For more information or to submit comments, contact John Barnett, Project Environmental Analyst, at john.barnett@alaska.gov.

March 31

JUNEAU – Comments are due on the proposal to rehabilitate damaged and worn pavement and to meet current road standards on THANE ROAD beginning at the intersection of Mt. Roberts Street, continuing to the end of the road, 4.5 miles to the southeast. The project includes: •Road surface will be ground and replaced with 2.5 inches of asphalt concrete; •Culverts will be repaired or replaced depending on condition; •Approximately 1,200 feet of rock face along a shoulder will be removed to a depth of 6 feet to allow for centerline realignment; •Guardrail will be replaced and upgraded at locations as needed; •644 feet of new sidewalk will be constructed near Mt. Roberts St; and •Select areas of the road will be realigned to allow a 6 foot shoulder between the fog line and guardrail. DOT&PF is currently evaluating the social, economic, and environmental impacts of this project. In order to ensure that all issues are considered, we request your comments on the proposed action. DOT&PF must also determine whether this project would impact coastal zone resources and cultural or historic properties. For more information, contact Chris Schelb at 907/465-4447or email chris.schelb@alaska.gov. Submit comments to John Barnett, Project Environmental Analyst, at john.barnett@alaska.gov.


March 31

HAINES – Deadline for comments on the proposal to make IMPROVEMENT TO (1) SECOND AVENUE BETWEEN UNION STREET and MAIN STREET, (2) ALLEN ROAD from Old Haines Highway to Main Street, and MAIN STREET from Allen Street to Front Street. The project would rehabilitate 0.9 miles of damaged and worn pavement to meet current road standards, upgrade safety related structures, and improve drainage conditions. This project proposes to: •Grind and replace road surface pavement; • Adjust or replace driveways, curbs, inlets, gutters, sidewalk and ramps to meet American with Disabilities Act (ADA) standards; and •Recondition ditches, and replace culverts on Allen Road. DOT&PF is currently evaluating the social, economic, and environmental impacts of this project. In order to ensure that all issues are considered, we request your comments on the proposed action. DOT&PF must also determine whether this project would impact coastal zone resources and cultural or historic properties. For more information, contact Chris Schelb at 465-4447or email chris.schelb@alaska. Submit comments to John Barnett, Project Environmental Analyst, at john.barnett@alaska.gov.

March 31 
Deadline for comments on proposed OFFSHORE DRILLING in preparation for a Programmatic Environmental Impact Statement (PEIS) for the new FIVE-YEAR OUTER CONTINENTAL SHELF OIL AND GAS LEASING PROGRAM FOR 2012–2017. The Programmatic EIS will analyze the potential impacts of the adoption of the proposed five-year program. The draft Programmatic EIS for the OCS Oil and Gas Program for 2012–2017 will evaluate offering all or portions of eight OCS planning areas for oil and gas leasing: Beaufort Sea, Chukchi Sea, and Cook Inlet, which are offshore Alaska; Western, Central, and Eastern Gulf of Mexico, the latter focusing on the southwestern third of the planning area; and South and Mid-Atlantic. For more information, fact sheet, and maps, go to http://www.mms.gov/5-year and http://www.doi.gov/news/pressreleases/loader.cfm?csModule=security/getfile&PageID=79023. For more information or to submit comments, contact F. Bennett, Chief, Branch of Environmental Assessment, Bureau of Ocean Energy Management, Regulation and Enforcement, at 381 Elden Street, Mail Stop 4042, Herndon, Virginia 20170-4817.

**April 7

NOME - Comments are due on the application to RESERVE WATER RIGHTS WITHIN THE SNAKE RIVER near Nome for the purpose of maintaining specified instream flow rates to protect fish and wildlife habitat, migration, and propagation. The Department of Natural Resources proposes to establish a reservation of water for the Department of Fish and Game for the Snake River including all connected sloughs, side channels, and flood plains, from approximately River Mile 0, at the mouth of the Snake River, to approximately River Mile 10 at the confluence of Snake River and Russel Creek. A reservation of water is an appropriation of water that remains within the stream or lake for any one or a combination of four purposes authorized by statute, including the protection of fish and wildlife habitat, migration, and propagation; recreation and park purposes; navigation and transportation purposes; or sanitary and water quality purposes. Holder of water rights junior to established senior water rights, including reservations or water may be unable to divert or withdraw significant amounts of water for consumptive use when stream flows fall below granted flows or water levels. For more information or to submit comments, contact Kimberly Sager at (907) 269-2033 or email kimberly.sager@alaska.gov.

April 8

Deadline for comments on THE DRAFT 2011 MUNICIPALITY OF ANCHORAGE ALL-HAZARDS MITIGATION PLAN UPDATE. The plan includes an assessment of hazards in the MOA, and identifies goals and action items to reduce the impact of hazards in the future. The draft plan is available at http://www.muni.org/Departments/works/project_management/Pages/All-HazardsMitigationPlanUpdate.aspx. Please take some time to review the plan and send any questions or comments you have to Kristi Bischofberger, Watershed Manager at 343-8058 or BischofbergerKL@muni.org, or Laurie Cummings, AICP at 644-2065 or laurie.cummings@hdrinc.com.

April 8

Comments are due on the proposal for a rights-of-way for construction of two remote microwave repeater sites on the Togiak National Wildlife Refuge for a system for PROVIDING BROADBAND TELECOMMUNICATIONS SERVICES to the BRISTOL BAY and YUKON-KUSKOKWIM REGIONS. The proposed system would be part of a terrestrial hybrid fiber- optic and microwave network between Homer and Quinhagak. As part of this system, UUI has requested. Before authorizing this use, federal law requires that the Service must determine that it is a compatible use. A compatible use is a proposed or existing wildlife-dependent recreational use, or any other use of a national wildlife refuge which, based on sound professional judgment will not materially interfere with or detract from the fulfillment of the National Wildlife Refuge System mission or the purposes for which the refuge was established. The draft compatibility determination is available at http://alaska.fws.gov/nwr/planning/completed.htm then scroll to Togiak Refuge, or contact Togiak Refuge online at togiak@fws.gov or (907) 842-1263. Submit comments to fw7_togiak_planning@fws.gov or by Fax (907) 842-5402 (attn: Refuge Manager).

**April 11
Comments are due on the proposed INCIDENTAL TAKE REGULATIONS (ITR) for the non-lethal, incidental take of SMALL NUMBERS OF POLAR BEARS AND PACIFIC WALRUS associated with ONGOING OIL AND GAS ACTIVITIES on the North Slope region of Alaska. This is a renewal of regulations that have been in place since 1993, and have been successful in minimizing the effects of industrial activities on polar bears and walrus, while monitoring the levels of such interactions. Incidental Take Regulations can be issued for up to five years if the taking is limited to harassment. Permissible methods of taking and other means of affecting the least practicable impact on the species or stock and its habitat, and requirements pertaining to the monitoring and reporting of such takings, are prescribed as part of the authorization process. Where appropriate, ITRs can provide considerable conservation and management benefits to potentially impacted marine mammals. Activities authorized under ITRs must adopt measures to minimize any adverse impacts to marine mammals; their habitat and their availability for Alaska Native subsistence use. ITRs also specify monitoring and reporting requirements which provide a basis for evaluating potential impacts of current and future activities on marine mammals. Without incidental take authorizations, commercial activities could still continue; however, the Service would have no formal means of communicating with Industry or have the ability to require monitoring and mitigation of specific activities; and any form of resulting “take” would be a violation of the MMPA. For more information or to request a copy of the rule, contact: Craig Perham, Office of Marine MammalsManagement, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, 1011 East Tudor Road, Anchorage, AK 99503, Telephone 907–786–3810 or 1–800–362–5148. To submit comments, use the Federal eRulemaking Portal: http://www.regulations.gov. Follow the instructions for submitting comments to Docket No. FWS-R7 FHC-2010-0098.

**April 11

COOK INLET - Deadline for comments for approval of an OIL DISCHARGE PREVENTION AND CONTINGENCY PLAN from Escopeta Oil, LLC to conduct a regional, multi-year offshore oil and gas exploration drilling program in Cook Inlet during ice-free seasons. EOL proposes to drill and test wells located in the Kitchen Lights Unit (KLU). Exploration wells will be drilled from a “jackup” drilling rig located approximately 14 miles north-northeast of Nikiski. Supply vessels will support the drilling operations on the Spartan 151 jackup rig. All activities at the KLU will be conducted only during ice-free seasons with all planned drilling operations to be completed by October 31 of each year. The plan proposes to address oil spill prevention and response measures to support their operation for a proposed response planning standard of 5,500 barrels per day for 15 days to total 82,500 barrels. For more information or to submit comments, contact ADEC, Div. of Spill Prevention & Response, Industry Preparedness Program, 555 Cordova Street, Anchorage, AK 99501, or call (907) 269-3094.

**April 11

Deadline for comments on proposal to RECLASSIFY WOOD BISON from ENDANGERED to “THREATENED. Information from the scientific community and public is requested on the following topics: Information on taxonomy, distribution, habitat selection and use, food habits, population density and trends, habitat trends, disease, and effects of management on wood bison; Information on the adequacy of existing regulatory mechanisms; trends in domestic and international trade of live specimens, sport-hunted trophies, or other parts and products; poaching of wild wood bison; illegal trade and enforcement efforts and solutions; and oversight of reintroduction or introduction programs; Information on the effects of other potential threat factors, including contaminants, changes of the distribution and abundance of wild populations, disease episodes within wild and captive populations, large mortality events, the effects of climate change, or negative effects resulting from the presence of invasive species; Information is also requested on management programs for wood bison conservation in the wild, including private, tribal, or governmental conservation programs that benefit wood bison; and current or planned activities within the geographic range of the wood bison that may impact or benefit the species; including any planned developments, roads, or expansion of agricultural enterprises. For more information, go to http://alaska.fws.gov/fisheries/endangered/pdf/wood_bison/press_release.pdf . Send comments to the Federal eRulemaking Portal at http://www.regulations.gov and follow the instructions for submitting comments. All comments will be posted on http://www.regulations.gov.

**April 12
Comments are due on the proposed regulatory change to EXPAND BOARD MEMBERSHIP the FEDERAL SUBSISTENCE BOARD to include two public members representing rural Alaska subsistence users. This proposed regulatory change is one of the action items identified during the Secretarial review of the Federal Subsistence Management Program to strengthen the program and make it more responsive to subsistence users. The Federal Subsistence Board will meet on May 3 to review the public comments, and provide its recommendation to the Secretaries. The Secretaries will make the final determination as to whether or how this change is to be made. The full text of the proposed rule can be found at: http://alaska.fws.gov/asm/law.cfml?law=3. For more information or to submit comments, contact Theo Matuskowitz at 800-478-1456 or 907-786-3888 or email subsistence@fws.gov. Additional information on the Federal Subsistence Management Program can be found at http://alaska.fws.gov/asm/index.cfml.

EVENTS & MEETINGS \ANCHORAGE - EAGLE RIVER & GIRDWOOD
**March 25
TRUSTEES FOR ALASKA and COOK INLETKEEPER invite you to discuss our programs and express your concerns. What is important to you? How can we work more effectively to address threats to Alaska? Session will be held from 6 to 7pm at the Historic Anchorage Hotel, 330 E Street (across from Rumrunners). Street parking is free after 6pm, or available in the Post Office Mall lot. For more information, contact Tracy at tlohman@trustees.org or call 276-4244, ext 106.

**March 26 - 30
BOARD OF GAME will meet at the Coast International Inn to consider proposed changes primarily to the Southcentral Region hunting and trapping regulations. The board will address over 90 proposals that concern a number of issues including hunting and trapping seasons, bag limits, methods and means, permit conditions and procedures, salvage and sealing requirements, and restricted areas for hunting and trapping. The board meeting will begin with staff reports, followed by oral public testimony on Saturday, March 26. Anyone wishing to testify before the board must sign up at the meeting site before 10:00 am Sunday, March 27. Public testimony will continue until everyone who has signed up has been given the opportunity to be heard. Deliberations on the proposals will follow public testimony and continue through the remainder of the meeting. Written comments will be accepted on specific proposals up until the proposal is deliberated. Comments may be faxed to (907) 465-6094. For more detailed meeting information including the proposed regulatory changes, visit the Board of Game website at http://boardofgame.adfg.alaska.gov/ A live audio stream of the Board meeting is intended to be available on the website at: www.boardofgame.adfg.alaska.gov.

**March 28
Astronomer Dr. MIKE BROWN, author of “How I Killed Pluto and Why It Had It Coming”, will give a free lecture at the Wendy Williamson Auditorium at 7:30pm. Among his numerous scientific accomplishments, he is best known for his discovery of Eris, the largest object found in the solar system in 150 years, and the object which led to the debate and eventual demotion of Pluto from a real planet to a dwarf planet.

March 30
LEED PRINCIPALS AND EFFECTS ON URBAN LANDSCAPES will be discussed by PETER BRIGGS at 6pm at the Anchorage Cooperative Extension Service, 1675 C Street, Suite 100 (5:45pm Pizza donated by Moose’s Tooth). Sustainability in construction and development is now an accepted part of the mainstream. The discussion is now moving from “doing no harm” to trying to design and build in such a way as to be regenerative. Landscapes have always had a high potential to regenerate, and these opportunities have been underlined by such certification programs as Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design (LEED), and in the emerging (and highly promising) Sustainable Sites Initiative. Peter will provide a landscape-focused overview of LEED, the Sustainable Sites Initiative and other ways that people are trying to foster a higher level of discussion/implementation of “green” landscapes. As all of these approaches espouse ‘integration’ as key, the session will integrate your questions and experience so we can wind up with a better idea of how all of this translates into “Alaska Green” whether at the level of your city, neighborhood, or yard.

March 30
KEEPING BEARS OUT OF CABINS is a seminar to be held at the Campbell Creek Science Center from 6:30 to 8:30pm. The seminar will explain how to protect cabins from bear break-ins. The two-hour program will offer practical, hands-on information on electric fences, cabin shutters and other protective measures to keep bears out of remote dwellings. DIANE and BRIAN OKONEK of the Talkeetna Bear Necessities group will be the presenters and moderators, along with ADF&G biologists. For more information, email elizabeth.manning@alaska.gov or bruce.dale@alaska.gov.

**March 30
PETER BRIGGS will present LEED PRINCIPALS AND EFFECTS ON URBAN LANDSCAPES at 6pm at the Anchorage Cooperative Extension Service (pizza donated by Moose’s Tooth will be available at 5:45). Sustainability in construction and development is now an accepted part of the mainstream. The discussion is now moving from “doing no harm” to trying to design and build in such a way as to be regenerative. Landscapes have always had a high potential to regenerate, and these opportunities have been underlined by such certification programs as Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design (LEED), and in the emerging (and highly promising) Sustainable Sites Initiative. Peter will provide a landscape-focused overview of LEED, the Sustainable Sites Initiative and other ways that people are trying to foster a higher level of discussion/implementation of “green” landscapes. As all of these approaches espouse ‘integration’ as key, the session will integrate your questions and experience so we can wind up with a better idea of how all of this translates into “Alaska Green” whether at the level of your city, neighborhood, or yard.

April 4
Public hearing will be held at the Planning & Zoning Commission at 6pm on the Design Study Report review FOR CAMPBELL CREEK at GREENHILL WAY, WATER QUALITY ENHANCEMENTS. For more information, contact J.W. Hansen, Deputy Director 4700 Elmore Road, at Hansenjw@ci.anchorage.ak.us or 343-8143 or Donna Jacques Gryder-Boutet at dboutet@theboutetcompany.com or 522-6776.

**April 5
The ANCHORAGE FISH & GAME ADVISORY COMMITTEE will meet at 6:30pm at the Rabbit Creek Rifle Range to hear reports on the outcome of the March 2011 BOF and BOG meetings. For more information contact Bruce Morgan at 346-4855.

**April 6
Join the Alaska Center for the Environment at Out North Theater from 6 to 7pm for a NARRATED SLIDESHOW PRESENTATION by HIG AND ERIN Ffrom GROUND TRUTH TREKKING: ADVENTURES in a WARMING ALASKA. Follow Hig and Erin through sink holes to forested glaciers and from eroding villages to 21st century Alaska industry. Witness climate change impacts through this married couple’s eyes, captured through vivid images and wild tales while trekking through over 7,000 miles of wilderness. Afterwards, sign up to take the Low Carbon Diet and help reduce climate change impacts. 

**April 6
The FEDERAL SUBSISTENCE BOARD will hold a work session in the Gordon Watson Conference Room in the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service Regional Office, 1011 East Tudor Road starting at 10am to begin preparation for the upcoming REVIEW OF RURAL STATUS OF ALASKA COMMUNITIES. The work session will focus on a review of the regulations that govern the rural determination process and the methods that were used to make determinations following the 2000 Census. Federal subsistence regulations require that the rural status of Alaska communities be reviewed every 10 years with the availability of census data. The Alaska National Interest Lands Conservation Act mandates that rural Alaskans be given a priority for subsistence uses of fish and wildlife on Federal public lands. Only communities that are found to be rural are eligible for this subsistence priority. The public is welcome to attend. Photo identification, such as a driver's license, must be presented at the building reception desk. For additional information, contact Gary Goldberg at (800) 478-1456 or (907) 786-3834 or email gary_goldberg@fws.gov. Meeting materials will be available approximately two weeks prior the meeting at http://alaska.fws.gov/asm/board.cfml.

April 7
WRAP IT UP! REMOTE WALL AND RESIDENTIAL ENERGY EFFICIENCY will be held from 6 to 9pm location pending. MARGARET SUBERS, energy specialist, owner-builder, and weatherization assessor will present a three hour, interactive workshop to discuss energy efficiency in residential homes.  The topics will include outside insulation wraps or REMOTE wall (Residential Exterior Membrane Outside Insulation Technique), Ventilation and Indoor Air Quality. You will see a mock up example of a wall section utilizing this technique. Margaret has built her own home using the exterior insulation technology and will share her knowledge and experience. Workshop will include some basic details of windows and wall penetration techniques. To register or for more information, go to http://www.eventbrite.com/event/1393013541/eorg. 

MEETINGS & EVENTS OUT OF ANCHORAGE
**March 26

FAIRBANKS - JOHN HAINES MEMORIAL will be held at 4pm at the Unitarian Universalist Fellowship, 4448 Pikes Landing Road. An afternoon of poetry, music, a film celebrating John's life produced by Len Kammerling, and a potluck dinner. John authored more than 10 collections of poetry, essays and a memoir, The Stars, the Snow, the Fire: Twenty-five Years in the Northern Wilderness. He homesteaded for 20 years in Interior Alaska off the Richardson Highway, taught and lectured at universities including the UAF. Haines was named a Fellow by The Academy of American Poets in 1997, and received numerous other national awards for his literary work. 

**March 29

CRAIG - The CRAIG FISH AND GAME ADVISORY COMMITTEE will meet at 7pm at the Craig City Council Building to go over and compose proposals for the Boards of Fish/Game for the upcoming cycle year. Anyone interested in these topics or has any fish and game issues is highly encouraged to attend this meeting. The meeting is open to the public. For further information, contact Shannon Stone, Regional Coordinator, at 907-465.6097.

**March 29 & 31
Public meetings will be held in the following locations to discuss FUGITIVE DUST ISSUES and REGULATION OPTIONS for FUGITIVE DUST CONTROL.


**March 29 - SEWARD from5:30 to 7:30pm at the Seward Marine Center, K.M. Rae Building, Auditorium, 201 Railway Avenue.


**March 31 - FAIRBANKS from 5:30 to 7:30pm at the Alpine Lodge, Glacier Room, 4920 Dale Rd.

Fugitive dust originates from a wide variety of sources including unpaved roads; mining and the transportation of mined materials; abrasive blasting; construction activities; and the use, handling, or storage of bulk materials (sand/dirt/gravel/abrasive blasting aggregates). In recent years, ADEC has received an increasing number of complaints about fugitive dust from a variety of activities. As a result, ADEC is assessing its air quality regulations to ensure that current regulations are adequate to address the complaints and sources of fugitive dust. At the workshops, DEC staff will discuss fugitive dust, including the composition of particulate matter; current air quality regulations and statutes; existing air permit requirements; potential sources of fugitive dust; options for control for non-permitted sources; and the next steps needed to move forward to address fugitive dust. For additional information on fugitive dust or the public workshops, contact Nattinee Nipataruedi at (907) 465-5128 or email nattinee.nipataruedi@alaska.gov or Tom Turner at (907) 269-8123 or email thomas.turner@alaska.gov.

Further information is available at Toxic Chemicals Found in Coal Combustion Waste in Alaska http://library.constantcontact.com/download/get/file/1103685264472-40/Coal+Ash+in+AK+Report+2010_d2.pdf and Report: Mining Coal, Mounting Costs at http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=ycjjm7dab&et=1104920597480&s=301&e=001vq9IdIIw8y5K6HaO5IJOFzn582tbjYGVMQy6ab2a9mP1wIS5C4cAp8fYmlrj5-9jckgc-wHvOkwDef6EuNSZksJeIaxJI6xBUHcC2hY26RzH1Aksm2kiSiexXbY3uAsU9sZ3c2_-X0SGBteUtfSY8Fzfxyxbw5U_qI6E3M5M5iKkkui1LxOdF7IQTTLq7tt2.

**March 31

FAIRBANKS - Northern Voices Series presents HELEN GRIFFITHS HOWARD at 7pm in the Noel Wien Library Auditorium. Helen Griffiths Howard: was originally hired in 1964 by John J. Teal, Jr. as Project Secretary of his MUSK OX PROJECT, She helped establish the qiviut knitting industry now known as Oomingmak, the Musk Ox Producers' Cooperative. The Yup'ik Eskimo knitters work with qiviut, the musk ox underwool, produced at a farm in Palmer. Stories and images from the history of Musk Ox products and the Native owned Musk Ox Producers Cooperative.

March 31

HOMER – Center for Coastal Studies will hold their 2011 Spring Volunteer Dessert Potluck from 6 to 7:30pm at the Center Office, 708 Smokey Bay Way. For more information, contact info@akcoastalstudies.org or call 907-235-6667.

March 31 - April 1

JUNEAU- The BOARD OF FORESTRY will meet beginning at 8am each day in the main Dept. of Environmental Conservation conference room, 410 Willoughby Avenue. The agenda will include reports on:FY12 forestry, forest practices, and monitoring budgets; §2011 forestry-related legislation, including HB 91, HB 97, and HB105/SB44; §2010 Road Condition Survey; §2010 Compliance Monitoring; §Monitoring of status and trends of fish habitat; §Tongass Land Management Plan implementation; §Tongass Futures Roundtable; §Sealaska land entitlement legislation; §Mental Health Trust Authority land exchange legislation; §National Pollution Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) permitting and forest roads; §Climate change and carbon sequestration; §Division of Forestry regional activities; §State forest planning projects; §Wood energy in Alaska; §Invasive species strategic plan and regulations; §Status of Implementation Group for landslides and mass wasting; §Agency reports to the Board on Forest Resources & Practices Act effectiveness; §Opportunities to help forestry in Alaska; §Certificate of legal timber harvesting; §Wood supply for Tok biomass combined heat and power project; §Burn permit regulation amendments; §Alaska Coastal Management Program update; §Alaska Coastal Rainforest Center introduction; and §Alaska wildland fire policy. There will be an opportunity for public comment. Public comment is scheduled on the draft agenda for Thursday, March 31, 2011 at 1pm. The meeting will be teleconferenced both days in the DNR medium conference room, 3700 Airport Way, Fairbanks, and the Division of Forestry conference room in the Atwood Building, 550 W. 7th Ave., Suite 1450, Anchorage. However, if no member of the public is present at a teleconference location by 9:30am, the teleconference may be terminated. For more information, contact Marty Freeman at 907-269-8467 or email marty.freeman@alaska.gov. 

April 1 & 2

VALDEZ - The SEVENTH ANNUAL FAR NORTH CONSERVATION FILM FESTIVAL will be held from 6 to 9pm on Friday and from 2 to 7pm on Saturday at the Maxine & Jesse Whitney Museum, at Prince William Sound Community College, 303 Lowe Street. Featuring a diverse group of films about the conservation of wildlife, cultures, and wild places around the world, the film festival is free to the public. For more information, go to www.farnorthfilms.com.

April 4

PALMER - KEEPING BEARS OUT OF CABINS is a seminar will be held at the Train Depot from 6:30 to 8:30pm. The seminar will explain how to protect cabins from bear break-ins. The two-hour program will offer practical, hands-on information on electric fences, cabin shutters and other protective measures to keep bears out of remote dwellings. DIANE and BRIAN OKONEK of the Talkeetna Bear Necessities group will be the presenters and moderators, along with ADF&G biologists. For more information, email elizabeth.manning@alaska.gov or bruce.dale@alaska.gov.

April 5

SEWARD - The SEWARD FISH & GAME ADVISORY COMMITTEE will meet at 7 pm at the Seward Council Chambers in order to discuss fish proposals and statewide hunting proposals to submit for next year’s board cycle. Kid’s Fishing weekend project in May will also be part of the agenda. For more information contact Jim McCracken at 224-3701. To see the proposals under consideration by the board’s, please visit the web page at: http://www.boards.adfg.state.ak.us/. For more information, contact Sherry Wright at 907-267-2354 or email Sherry.Wright@alaska.gov.

**April 5 (TELECONFERENCE AVAILABLE)

NOME - Public hearing will be held from 4 to 7pm at the, Mini-Convention Center concerning NOAA’s proposals to LIST FOUR SUBSPECIES of RINGED and BEARDED SEALS as THREATENED found in the Arctic Ocean, Bering, Okhotsk, and Baltic seas, and Lake Ladoga (Russia); and TWO DISTINCT POPULATION SEGMENTS OF BEARDED SEALS found in the Beaufort, Chukchi, East Siberian, and Okhotsk seas. Telephone access to the Barrow hearing will be available at the North Slope Borough Teleconferencing Centers in Kaktovik, Wainwright, Point Lay, Point Hope, Nuiqsut, Atqasuk, and Anaktuvuk Pass, as well as a teleconferencing center in Kotzebue. The proposed rules, status review reports, and other materials relating to the proposed rules can be found at http://alaskafisheries.noaa.gov/protectedresources/seals/ice.htm.

April 5
The ANCHORAGE FISH & GAME ADVISORY COMMITTEE will meet at 6:30pm at the Rabbit Creek Rifle Range in order to hear reports on the outcome of the March 2011 BOF and BOG meetings. For more information contact Bruce Morgan at 346-4855.

**April 6

FAIRBANKS - The FAIRBANKS FISH & GAME ADVISORY COMMITTEE will hold a public meeting in the Alpine Lodge, Glacier Room B, at 7pm. Agenda items will include: • Presentation of Falconry Manual #8 Changes for BOG Statewide- Dave Lorring, AK Falconers Association and • Potential BOF Proposals for 2011-2012 season- Prince William Sound/Copper River, SE Alaska Finfish and Shellfish For further information contact Nissa Pilcher at 907-459-7263, Fax 907-459-7258, or email nissa.pilcher@alaska.gov.

April 6

SITKA - Exhibit of Nature Photography Book, SALMON IN THE TREES: LIFE IN ALASKA’S TONGASS RAIN FOREST with the award-winning nature photographer, AMY GULICK, in the Stika National Historical Park’s Visitor Center. The doors open at 6:30pm and the presentation starts at 7pm. Dessert will be served. Book signing will immediately follow the presentation. Families are welcome. Exhibition of Amy Gulick’s photographs will run from April 6 - April 29, 2011 at the Sitka National Historical Park Visitor Center. More information: Please visit www.salmoninthetrees.org and www.myalaskaforests.com. Salmon in the Trees: Life in Alaska's Tongass Rain Foresttells the story of the Tongass rain forest, where life interconnects in unexpected ways. In this biologically rich coastal ecosystem, humpback whales, orcas and sea lions cruise the forested shorelines. Millions of wild salmon swim upstream into the forest, feeding bears, bald eagles and local communities.

April 7

SEWARD - The SEWARD FISH & GAME ADVISORY COMMITTEE will meet at 7pm at the Seward Council Chambers in order to discuss fish proposals and statewide hunting proposals to submit for next year’s board cycle. Kid’s Fishing weekend project in May will also be part of the agenda. For more information contact Jim McCracken at 224-3701.

**April 8 & 9

KODIAK - The ISLAND TRAIL NETWORK FILM FESTIVAL will be held at the Kodiak National Wildlife Refuge and the rededication of a bear statue will be held on April 9. 

ITEMS OF INTEREST
**NEW GARDENING PUBLICATIONS by JEFF SMEENK, CES Horticulture Specialist and TONY NAKAZAWA, Extension Economist are now available at the Cooperative Extension office, 1675 C Street, Suite 100, Anchorage or at www.uaf.edu/ces/pubs/catalog/detail/index.xml?id=459.

“COMMUNITY GARDENS IN ALASKA,” highlights the many benefits of community gardens in both urban and rural settings and offers basic information on how to plan and manage a community garden project including a list of supplemental resources.

www.uaf.edu/ces/pubs/catalog/detail/index.xml?id=456.

 “COMPOSTING IN ALASKA,” explains the difference between hot and cold composting, how to build and manage a compost pile, and how to properly use feedstocks and bulking agents. It contains a variety of compost recipes, ideas for composting structures, a list of useful tools and some FAQs.

www.uaf.edu/ces/pubs/catalog/detail/index.xml?id=455.

“HOOP HOUSES IN RURAL ALASKA: TWENTY QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS TO GET YOU STARTED,” addresses common questions and gives information on the sizes and shapes of hoop houses, the cost of building and/or shipping, ease of construction, sunlight and heat requirements, advice on what kind of production to expect, and much more.

STATE PARKS SEEKS NEW ADVISORY BOARD MEMBERS to fill two positions. Each member's term is three years, with an option to renew. Board members are recruited from the community at large to represent the various recreational, historical, and cultural resource interests in a balanced manner for the Division of Parks and Outdoor Recreation. The Citizen Advisory Board members fulfill an important role of communication between Alaska State Parks and the community it serves. Most recently, the board has considered issues such as the revised management plan for Chena River State Recreation Area, widening of the Chena Hot Springs Winter Trail, relocating the park entrance in Fairbanks when the University Avenue widening project occurs, and efforts to save Rika's Roadhouse from the Tanana River bank erosion. Board meetings are held September through May, on the second Wednesday of each month, at the Alaska Department of Natural Resources office in Fairbanks. The next board meeting is scheduled for Wednesday, April 13th. The board welcomes the public to attend their monthly meetings. Applications are available at the state parks office at 3700 Airport Way or on-line application. For more information, contact the Park office at 451-2695.

A new study released in the scientific journal Ecology Letters offers one of the first confirmations of a WHOLESALE SHIFT in the BOREAL FOREST ECOSYSTEM due to CLIMATE CHANGE. University of Alaska Fairbanks researchers are among collaborators on the study, which compared tree-ring data to satellite images. The study found that tree growth declined across most of the current area of Alaska boreal forest but increased in a smaller area on the cold margins of the forest. For more information, contact Glenn Juday, UAF professor, at 907-474-6717 or email gpjuday@alaska.edu.

Registration is now open for ALASKA GEOGRAPHIC’S FIELD COURSES AND TEACHER TRAININGS! Set in Alaska’s wildest classroom, the 2-8 day award-winning courses explore Alaska’s legendary national parks, forests, and refuges – offered in partnership with the National Park Service, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, and the U.S. Forest Service. Courses in Denali National Park and Preserve are offered through the Murie Science and Learning Center. Field seminars are open to all participants, while teacher trainings are designed specifically for teachers. Professional development credit is available for all courses through the University of Alaska. Visit www.alaskageographic.org for a full list of courses. For more information, contact Betsy Smith at 907.733.2896, Fax 907.733.3896 or go to www.alaskageographic.org.
SUMMARY OF THE REVISION 15 (AMENDMENT) TO THE 2010-2013 STATEWIDE TRANSPORTATION IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM (STIP), adopted January 31, 2011, is available at http://www.dot.state.ak.us/stip. Several projects around the state have been added, changed or removed from the 2010-2013 STIP to address funding and scheduling issues. In addition, a correction has been made to an Urban and Rural criterion and to a Trails and Recreational Access for Alaska (TRAAK) criterion, for the 2012-2015 STIP General plan for public involvement/comment. For more information, contact (907) 465-4070, Toll Free (888) PLAN-DOT (752-6368), Fax (907) 465-6984; Free Fax (888) PLAN-FAX (752-6329) or email dot.stip@alaska.gov .

VOLUNTEERS OPPORTUNITIES
May 14 

Volunteers are needed for the ANNUAL CREEK CLEAN-UP, sponsored by Anchorage Waterways Council (AWC) and the Municipality of Anchorage, to help the health of Anchorage’s great creeks. Clean-up is from 9 a.m. to noon. Supplies are available at various Honcho stations. Please check the AWC website at www.anchoragecreeks.org for a list of supply sites, email Matt@anchoragecreeks.org, or call him at 529-9289. Teams are encouraged and can sign up at anchoragecreeks.org/pages/creekcleanup_teamsignup.php . From noon to 2pm all volunteers will receive a free lunch at Valley of the Moon, and there will be entertainment, awards, prizes, and educational displays. So come on out!

March 31 – April 1

Volunteers needed to DISTRIBUTE BEAR AWARE GAME cards at the entrances to the Great Alaskan Sportsman Show for the BEAR SAFETY SCAVENGER HUNT. It is a fun family-friendly event for kids and adults alike! The Anchorage Bear Aware materials will increase the understanding, knowledge and support of Alaskans to be bear smart. If you are interested in helping out, please contact Eric Stuart, BLM Campbell Creek Science Center at 267-1236.

Looking for a volunteer to help with the project that is EXAMINING the IMPACT of SEA OTTER RECOLONIZATION on COMMERCIAL and SUBSISTENCE FISHERIES in southern Southeast Alaska. This is a boat trip for 7 days/6 nights;. The cost to participate is the cost is $2,850-$3,550 per person. This covers room, board and all meals. For more information, go to http://seagrant.uaf.edu/research/projects/10/otter/.
ALASKA WILDLIFE ALLIANCE is looking for a VOLUNTEER FOOTRACE COORDINATOR for its 5th annual 5K Fun Run. The race is scheduled for August 6th in Anchorage. Prefer someone with experience in both footracing and event coordination. Coordinator must live in the Anchorage Bowl. Help with logistics based on past races will be provided. If you are interested please send a short email detailing your interest and experience to: connie@akwildlife.org.

ALASKA CENTER FOR THE ENVIRONMENT is gearing up for the 2011 SPRING AUCTION, to be held on Friday, April 22, (Earth day!) at the Anchorage Museum at Rasmuson Center. We are currently putting together a planning committee and are looking for volunteers. This is a fun, short-term way to get involved with ACE. If you are interested in joining the auction planning committee please RSVP to Jessica@akcenter.org or 274-3647.

FOREST SERVICE NEEDS RESOURCE ADVISORY COMMITTEE MEMBERS - Each RAC needs 15 members and three alternates representing variable interests before it can begin to hold meetings to decide how to spend its funds. Any Alaskan resident can sign up to be a member of any of the Alaskan RACs. All nominations must be approved in the Forest Service Washington, D.C., office. Juneau District Ranger Marti Marshall is the designated federal official (DFO) responsible for the establishment and support of the Juneau RAC at 907-789-6244. Hoonah District Ranger Rich Jennings is the DFO for the Lynn Canal-Icy Strait RAC (907-945-1201). Chad VanOrmer (at 907-789-6202) is the alternate DFO and Admiralty Island National Monument District Ranger. If you have any questions or would like to discuss this opportunity, please give one of them a call. Detailed information concerning the makeup, functions and responsibilities of resource advisory committees under the 2008 Secure Rural Schools Act is available at http://www.fs.fed.us/srs/racs.shtml . A RAC application form, AD-755, can be found at http://www.ocio.usda.gov/forms/ocio_forms.html.
OUTDOOR RECREATIONAL TRAILS ADVISORY BOARD (ORTAB).is seeking a representative from western Alaska. ORTAB consists of nine members that are regionally selected from areas across Alaska. The primary purpose of the group is to advise the Division of Parks and Outdoor Recreation on funding for eligible grant projects under the Recreational Trails Grant Program and the Land & Water Conservation Fund. Grant funds are used to support trail development and maintenance projects, as well as safety and education programs. For more information on Recreational Trail Grant Program or the ORTAB please visit www.alaskastatetrails.org, or contact state Trails Coordinator Bill Luck at 907-269-8699 or email Bill.Luck@alaska.gov.

INTERNSHIPS
**SUMMER INTERN ALASKA ENERGY AUTHORITY ENERGY EFFICIENCY & CONSERVATION program seeks COMMUNICATIONS INTERN for two very exciting public outreach projects during summer 2011! The projects are to help organize a Public Service Announcement competition for Alaskan high school students that will run next school year, and to help organize the second annual October Energy Awareness Month. Intern will work closely with AEA supervisor(s), a local marketing firm, and members of the statewide Energy Efficiency and Conservation Working Group. Applicants must be at a minimum approaching their Junior year in college; preference will be given to students at Alaskan universities or Alaskan students at outside institutions. Qualified applicants will have experience in and/or knowledge of public communications; be skilled writers and researchers, great networkers, independent workers, and creative thinkers; and be able to demonstrate a passion for energy efficiency. Preferred start date is May 2, internship will be full time hours and will run through the summer break. Compensation will be $14/hour. Application packet should include a recent transcript (unofficial is fine), two letters of recommendation, resume, and cover letter explaining why you’d be great for the job, as well as a completed version of the attached employment application. Please send all application materials to Human Resources at hr@aidea.org or fax. Deadline for application, March 31.
AMERICORPS CREW MEMBERS for SAGA SERVE ALASKA YOUTH CORPS (SAYC) program. These positions will begin June 1, 2011 and end August 11, 2011. The Serve Alaska Youth Corps (SAYC) is the youth division of the Alaska Service Corps, and is specifically designed to provide leadership and work readiness skills to young Alaskans who have barriers to their education or employment. These skills and educational activities are gained through service given to the people of Alaska. SAYC members travel to various project sites throughout Alaska while living, learning and working in a team community. SAYC crews include one Team Leaders, one Field Educator, and up to 6 Crew Members (ages 17-24). Following a week-long orientation, members receive their crew and project assignments, then deploy. During the service term SAYC crews serve on projects during the day, engage in education/skill building activities nightly, and recreate as a team on weekends. Serve Alaska Youth Corps Members are young adults who are: Looking for a summer service experience; Seeking to improve their work skills and experience; Facing struggles in school; Willing to take the steps to reconnect with a positive lifestyle; Ready to form fun new friendships with others from across the state; Willing to participate and follow SAGA’s policies and procedures. The projects are located throughout Alaska. All projects are located outdoors and are completed in all weather conditions. Trail work, invasive plant species removal, and road safety improvements are common. The education program connects what you learn with how you live. During the service day, crews travel to some of Alaska’s most beautiful areas. In the field camp at night, you will connect with your team to learn about these areas, as well as effective communication skills, group living skills, introduction to the world of work including job searches and resume building. Must be an Alaskan ages 17-24 to apply. A food stipend will be supplied monthly and an education award will be available to those who successfully complete the program. Visit our website at www.servealaska.org to view the full position description and application form. Please contact the SAGA Recruiter at recruiter@servealaska.org or at 907-790-6412 for more information.

INTERNSHIP PROGRAM at the USDA FARM SERVICE AGENCY for one. student. It is a paid position, with benefits and flexible hours to accommodate a student’s school schedule. The Alaska Farm Service Agency works with farmers, ranchers, and growers around the state to support more local food production. Student interns in the Student Career Experience Program (SCEP) will be considered for permanent employment at USDA upon graduation. Contact Danny Consenstein or Donna Kramer at 907.761.7738 or donna.kramer@ak.usda.gov for more information.

POSITIONS AVAILABLE
**ENVIRONMENTAL SPECIALIST/GIS ANALYST for the KENAI WATERSHED FORUM. Job tasks will be split roughly 50/50 between water quality assessment work and GIS analysis. Seeking applicants with strong background in GIS. Please send a resume and letter of interest to PO Box 2937, Soldotna AK 99669 by April 15th. $22 - $25/ hr - DOE. A full job description is available on www.kenaiwatershed.org. 

**DAY CAMP ASSISTANT for the KENAI WATERSHED FORUM. Full-time summer job opening. Will be assistant to camp director for kids environmental summer day camp. Must be 18 or older, able to pass a background check, experience working with kids and enjoy the outdoors. $10 - $12/ hr. Detailed job description available at www.kenaiwatershed.org.

**STREAM WATCH VOLUNTEER COORDINATOR for the KENAI WATERSHED FORUM. Full-time 5 month summer job opening. Responsible to coordinating 40+ volunteers. Must be detail orientated, comfortable working in the outdoors and have a valid driver's license. $16 - $19/ hr. Detailed job description available at www.kenaiwatershed.org.
**PERMANENT SEASONAL FISH AND WILDLIFE TECHNICIAN II for the AK Dept of Fish & Game to work from late May through early September at the WHITTIER BOAT HARBOR. Training will take place May 18-20 and work on the docks starts May 21. The work shift is approximately 3 pm to 11 pm 5 days per week with different days off each week. Housing in Whittier is provided. The employee will collect biological samples from rockfish, lingcod, halibut and sharks harvested in the Whittier recreational (sport) fishery to determine species, age, size composition, and other characteristics; must be able to accurately identify, measure, weigh, and remove otoliths (ear bones used for ageing) from sport caught fish; will conduct interviews with private anglers and charter boat captains to obtain miscellaneous fishery data; must record data accurately using handheld data loggers and Excel spreadsheets; and, will submit weekly sport fishing reports and sampling activity reports to project leader. Apply at your local Job Service Center by March 29. For more information contact Willy Dunne, 235-8191 or willy.dunne@alaska.gov.

**ANIMAL CARE TECHNICIAN for the ALASKA SEALIFE CENTER in Seward. The position provides for the daily and routine cleaning and maintenance of stranded mammal and avian enclosures and work areas, animal diet preparation, and record keeping. Provide support to stranding department in feeding, handling of marine mammals and marine birds within the care of the ASLC Stranding Department. This position will provide logistical support involved for animal stranding, rescue and release. Requirements: Bachelor's degree in Marine Biology, Biology, Zoology or related field is preferred. Some captive or stranding marine mammal and/or avian experience is required. Soft and technical skills should include: exceptional time management /organizational skills; self-motivated; ability to communicate effectively with various levels in the organization; computer skills including MS Outlook, Excel, Word, and database programs; excellent written and oral communication skills. Must be physically fit with a good sense of balance and be able to lift over 50 lbs. Must have a valid driver's license. This is a seasonal, full-time position. The Alaska SeaLife Center offers a competitive wage in a beautiful setting. Start Date: May 1, or June 15 - End Date: Approximately October 1, 2011 or November 15, 2011. Open Until Filled. Send resume & application available at http://www.alaskasealife.org/New/Contribute/pdf/AnimalCareTechnician03-21-2011.pdf to ASLC, Human Resources, P.O. Box 1329, Seward, AK 99664, fax 907-224-6320, or email HR@alaskasealife.org.

**SEASONAL INTERPRETERS for the ALASKA SEALIFE CENTER in Seward. These positions are responsible for assisting with providing interpretive information to visitors in the exhibit gallery at the Alaska SeaLife Center. Responsibilities (include but are not limited to): Enhances the visitor experience by interpreting the ASLC’s live animal and interactive exhibits. Delivers presentations to the visiting public focusing on the ASLC’s cutting edge research and natural history exhibits. Delivers on-site science education programs to various groups including school children, elder hostels, and specialized tour groups. Assists with other programs as needed. Fosters good relations with visitors, volunteers, teachers, and fellow staff members by promoting positive attitudes, good will, cooperation, and providing high standards of service. Requirements: Associate’s degree in education, biology, marine science, or a related field; or high school diploma or GED with one year experience working in a related position. Skills in written and verbal communication, experience giving public presentations and/or working with children in an educational setting, and ability to understand and interpret marine science topics, follow instructions, and work independently on projects. These are seasonal, part-time positions. Start Date: April 15 or as soon as possible thereafter - End Date: September 15, 2011. Open Until Filled. Send resume & application at http://www.alaskasealife.org/New/Contribute/pdf/SeasonalInterpreters03-21-2011.pdf to ASLC, Human Resources, P.O. Box 1329, Seward, AK 99664, fax 907-224-6320, or email HR@alaskasealife.org.

**SEASONAL CUSTODIAN for the Alaska SeaLife Center in Seward. Position is responsible for the cleanliness and appearance of the building and grounds at the Center. Responsibilities (include but are not limited to): Carries out proper procedures for cleaning and care of the interior and exterior of the Center. Maintains a wide range of surfaces to an exceptionally high degree of cleanliness through the proper use of a variety of cleaning agents/materials, machines, etc. The high value and unique nature of the materials to be cleaned require extreme caution and care during the cleaning process to avoid costly damage. Assists with the maintenance and cleaning of the Center's grounds, sidewalks, parking lots, driveways, pier and handrail systems. Operates various types of hand and power equipment such as vacuums, washers and various types of cleaning equipment. Sets up tables, chairs, and other requested equipment for various events. Maintains familiarity with MSDS system and hazardous communications. Works a rotating shift schedule. May be required to work overtime. Maintains a valid driver’s license. Requirements: One year experience in a similar position. Experience working directly with the public preferred. This is a seasonal, full-time position. Start Date: As soon as possible - End Date: September 15, 2011. Open until filled. Send resume & application at http://www.alaskasealife.org/New/Contribute/pdf/SeasonalCustodian03-21-2011.pdf to ASLC, Human Resources, P.O. Box 1329, Seward, AK 99664, fax 907-224-6320, or email HR@alaskasealife.org.

**RECREATION SPECIALIST and 3 SEASONAL GARDENER POSITIONS are available at the Municipality of Anchorage. Go to http://agency.governmentjobs.com/moa/default.cfm, scroll down the job openings. Apply online by clicking on the job title you are interested in and clicking on the "Apply" link! If this is the first time you are applying using our online job application you will need to create a "users account" and select a Username and Password. Notice to Applicants: Education and work history information is required on the application to evaluate your experience and for employment verification purposes. Applications may be rejected if incomplete.

**PARTNERSHIPS MANAGER for BEST BEGINNINGS, a statewide public-private partnership that mobilizes people and resources to ensure all Alaska children begin school ready to succeed. The primary focus of the Partnerships MANAGER is to facilitate local, sustainable community empowerment through early childhood coalitions. The successful candidate will be experienced in getting groups to function smoothly, effectively, and inclusively. The Partnerships MANAGER also develops and implements the Best Beginnings plan to engage the business community in early childhood. Qualifications: Bachelor’s degree required and seven (7) years experience in community organizing, nonprofit management, or training and development. Experience in rural Alaska. Commitment to working collaboratively with partners. Ability to work both independently and as a team member. Access to reliable insured automobile to be used for work-related travel in the Anchorage area. Ability to travel as needed within and outside Alaska. Partnerships manager is supervised by the Best Beginnings executive director. This is a full-time, exempt, grant-funded position based in Anchorage, Alaska, and is open until filled. For more information, contact (907) 297-3300. Fax (907) 297-3304 or email info@bestbeginningsalaska.org or go to http://www.bestbeginningsalaska.org/index.php.

SEA KAYAKING/BACKPACKIING EXPEDITION GUIDES for SAGA in Juneau. Sea Kayaking/Backpacking Expedition Guides are directly responsible for the safe coordination and implementation of 21-day wilderness backpacking/sea kayaking combinations courses. 21-day wilderness expeditions originate out of Juneau, AK and include an 8-day sea kayaking expedition on Chichagof Island, and a 6-day backpack trip on the historic Chilkoot Trail in beautiful southeast Alaska and Canada. This position is field-based and entails direct involvement with participants including instruction, guidance and overnight supervision. Expeditions Guides also serve in roles such as logistics, food preparation, and related needs. (Expeditions include travel by ferry to and from course destinations in remote areas of Southeast Alaska. All course areas are in Bear Country.) Applicants must have a Bachelor’s Degree and two years experience leading adventure-based wilderness expeditions. This is a seasonal position scheduled to begin June 1st. Training will be provided from June 1 – June 17. The first session will run from June 20 – July 12 and the second session will run from July 18 – August 10. Housing will be provided when not on course. This position will remain open until filled. Please see full job posting at www.servealaska.org. To apply send a cover letter and resume to recruiter@servealaska.org or to SAGA, Recruitment & Hiring Manager, P.O. Box 33037, Juneau, AK 99803. For more information, contact the Recruiter at 907-790-6412.

MEMBERSHIP DIRECTOR for the Southeast ALASKA CONSERVATION COUNCIL (SEACC) in Juneau. The Membership Director will manage SEACC’s relationship with our 3,000 members, new members, major donors, and volunteer coordination. Position is full-time and offers a flexible schedule. Desired start date is early April. Contact katya@seacc.org, or call the SEACC office at (907)586-6942 for more information. Applications are due March 23 (or until filled).

MARINE BIOLOGIST for the WORLD WILDLIFE FUND (WWF for its Arctic Field Program to develop links between communities, scientists, and WWF teams on both sides of the US-Canada maritime boundary in the Beaufort Sea. The Marine Biologist will provide scientifically rigorous, dynamic leadership for a trans-boundary approach to spatial planning in the Beaufort Sea region; conduct community outreach and engage Arctic communities in assessing and understanding marine threats in the Beaufort and Chukchi Seas; evaluate impacts of oil & gas exploration and other human impacts on trans-boundary wildlife populations; support WWF advocacy efforts for comprehensive and effective legislative and regulatory reform related to offshore oil and gas exploration and resource development within the U.S. government. The Marine Biologist will assess current information and research on Arctic species, climate change impacts, and related issues, to inform and support policy and communications efforts of the WWF Arctic team. An advanced degree (PhD preferred) or equivalent work experience in marine biology, natural resources management, or spatial planning/marine studies is required. A minimum of 6 years extensive experience working with Alaska marine ecosystems and cultures is also required. The ideal candidate will have proven experience managing interdisciplinary projects, have effective communication skills and experience working in spatial planning and the Oil &Gas industry. This position is based in Anchorage, Alaska. To submit cover letter and resume please visit http://www.worldwildlife.org/careers and indicate job # 11097. 

PROGRAM OFFICER, ARCTIC/BERING SEA for the WORLD WILDLIFE FUND (WWF) for its Alaska office. This position assists with the implementation of WWF’s Bering Sea/Arctic field program and involves research, administration, project management, and writing. The Program Officer will coordinate activities and exchange information with WWF’s office in Russia, assist in report writing and support WWF’s work with diverse partners throughout Alaska and eastern Russia. A Bachelor’s degree or equivalent experience is required; a graduate degree in natural resources management, environmental science, international development, or conservation policy is preferred. Also required: at least three years experience in biodiversity conservation; excellent written and oral communications; organizational and project management skills; excellent understanding of Russia, the Arctic, and international conservation; oral and written fluency in Russian. To submit cover letter and resume, go to Error! Hyperlink reference not valid. and indicated job # 11096. 

 DEVELOPMENT DIRECTOR for THE CALYPSO FARM AND ECOLOGY CENTER with a July 2011 start date. The Development Director will spearhead the creation of and implementation of the annual funding plan, including maintenance and development new sources of funding from foundations, government grants, local businesses and individuals, events. The Development Director will also lead database management and perform related bookkeeping duties. Since this is a new position in the organization, the Development Director will have the opportunity to build the development function. To Apply go to www.calypsofarm.org to download the full description. Send a cover letter, resume, a writing sample (preferably fundraising related), and 3 references to Laenne at fundcalypso@gmail.com. Applications accepted through April 30; interviews will begin in early to mid May.

Upbeat, patient, thoughtful, energetic, competent help wanted to PROVIDE COMPANIONSHIP and support for active woman with early-onset dementia and assistance with organic garden and general maintenance at a SPECTACULAR, REMOTE ALASKA MOUNTAINSIDE HOME THIS SUMMER. Jobs available for several people with various skills. Possibility for longer-term employment. For full information go to www.sweetcreeksupport.wordpress.com or contact companion@olypen.com or phone 424-226-6281


PROGRAM MANAGER at the NORTH PACIFIC RESEARCH BOARD (NPRB). This position is located in Anchorage, Alaska. Congress created the NPRB in 1997 to recommend marine research initiatives to the US Secretary of Commerce, who makes final funding decisions. More information about NPRB and this position is available at http://www.nprb.org/. Candidates should submit a cover letter, curriculum vitae, and contact information for three work-related references. Please send paper and electronic versions of these documents to Human Resources, PO Box 1329, Seward, AK 99664-1837 or email HR@alaskasealife.org
PROGRAM ASSISTANT for the ECOTRUST COPPER RIVER PROGRAM in Cordova. Ecotrust's mission is to inspire fresh thinking that creates economic opportunity, social equity and environmental well-being. The Ecotrust Copper River Program supports a multi-faceted approach to watershed conservation, fisheries and habitat management, and community building. Role and Functional Responsibilities: provide both programmatic and administrative support to the Program Director. Tasks include: ·Read potential funding opportunities, make preliminary assessments of their quality and prepare summary reports, ·Research potential funding areas and preparing summary reports, ·Review and edit internal write-ups of proposals, ·Provide grant-writing assistance and training to communities within the Copper River basin, and ·Participate in programmatic meetings. On the administrative side, the Program Assistant will provide all administrative support to the Program Director, including: ·Prepare and process grant materials (i.e. tracking deadlines and photocopying and distributing grant-related materials), ·Organize meetings, roundtables and other events, ·Coordinate travel logistics and make travel arrangements, ·Draft correspondence, ·Maintain a correspondence list and listserv, ·Update the program website and social media sites with new information as received, and ·Develop and distribute quarterly newsletters. Required Qualifications and Skills: ·Bachelor’s Degree or minimum of 3 years work experience, ·Excellent and efficient research and writing skills, ·Excellent organizational and time management skills, with attention to detail and accuracy, ·Strong administrative, database management and record maintenance skills, and ·Ability to work as a team as well as independently while managing multiple tasks. The ideal candidate will be experienced in organizing meetings, program implementation, and have a good understanding of the communities, ecosystems and resources of the region. This is a part-time, hourly position. Starting pay is: $13.50 an hour. To apply: download Error! Hyperlink reference not valid. and submit an Ecotrust Employment Application form (available as a PDF or Word DOC) along with a statement of interest, résumé, and contact information for 3 references to Erica McCall Valentine, Copper River Program Director at evalentine@ecotrust.org.

YOUTH EMPLOYMENT IN PARKS: Hiring teens to offer recreation programs and complete natural resource improvements in Anchorage parks. The YEP program anticipates the employment up to 35 diverse Anchorage youth, ages 16-19, as Youth Crew Members, Sr. Crew Members, Crew Leaders (ages 18+) and Field Educators (ages 21+) during the summer of 2011. Youth Crew Members will be responsible for the completion of weekly activities assigned to them under the supervision of their Crew Leaders, and Sr. Crew Members. Youth Crew Members may have the option of either working on park improvement projects or helping lead recreation programs. It is the responsibility of the Youth Crew Member to get to work on time, be fully prepared for the day’s activities, and be motivated. Interested candidates should complete an application at http://www.muni.org/Departments/employee_relations/Pages/jol.aspx . Please contact Brad Cooke at cookebj@muni.org or dial 907.343.4504 for questions and assistance with applying for the position. For more information and updates visit: http://www.anchorageparkfoundation.org/projects/YEP.htm or
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Youth-Employment-in-Parks/291230316439. 

OPERATIONS and ADMINISTRATION MANAGER for the RENEWABLE RESOURCES FOUNDATION (RRF) in Anchorage. Part or full time Position is responsible for tracking and managing the member database. Assisting in financial tracking and deadlines. Maintaining an office presence and being a knowledgeable, welcoming point person for the organization. Assistance with communication tools, such as the website, email newsletter and mailings (experience not required, but preferred). Responsible for general office upkeep, maintaining office supplies and serving as main contact for logistical needs. Hourly compensation based on experience. To apply submit a resume, 3 references to Info@RenewableResourcesFoundation.org. Applicants are encouraged to contact Melissa Heuer at 907.743.1900 or email Melissa@RenewableResourcesFoundation.org for more information. For full description go to http://www.renewableresourcesfoundation.org/newsroom/2011-02-23/job-posting-operation-admin-manager.

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR for the ALASKA BIRD OBSERVATORY (ABO) in Fairbanks. The Executive Director will oversee an enthusiastic and talented staff, and work closely with the Board of Directors, members, partners, and the public to meet the organization’s mission. Interested individuals should send a cover letter, resume, and three references to edsearch@alaskabird.org. Position open until filled. Information about ABO and our programs can be found at www.alaskabird.org.

BRISTOL BAY PROGRAM DIRECTOR for ALASKA MARINE CONSERVATION COUNCIL. This position oversees all aspects of our work to permanently protect Bristol Bay and the southeast Bering Sea from offshore drilling. The Program Director will lead and work with a diverse coalition of commercial fishing, Alaska Native, and conservation interests and will oversee grassroots and grasstops outreach in Alaska, the Pacific Northwest, and Washington D.C. Competitive salary and benefits based on experience. Visit www.akmarine.org for the full job description details on how to apply. Position will remain open until filled.

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR for the ALASKA CENTER FOR OCEAN SCIENCES EDUCATION RURAL ENERGY EFFICIENCY UPGRADES ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT / JR. PROJECT COORDINATOR for the Alaska Building Science Network. ABSN is currently working in 48 villages state-wide facilitating lighting and weatherization energy efficiency training and upgrades for community buildings. ABSN is seeking a full-time admin assistant / project coordinator to assist with Anchorage based coordination efforts in assigned villages. This work will include making follow up phone calls to village entities, setting up teleconferences, purchasing and shipping of materials, setting up site visits, following up on invoices and working with field managers to follow up on work after site visits, and complete work in the communities. Work will include aspects of financial, quarterly and final reporting. Limited travel throughout Alaska will likely be necessary. Candidates must be detail oriented, comfortable in a fast paced work environment and coordinating projects over the phone. Candidates must also be proficient in both Microsoft Word and Excel. Experience with Microsoft Access is preferred. Open until position filled, apply as soon as possible. To apply send a cover letter and resume to Anna Hilbruner at absnanna@alaska.net Pay Scale $15-$17 per hour DOE.

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR for the ALASKA CONSERVATION ALLIANCE (ALLIANCE) and ALASKA CONSERVATION VOTERS (VOTERS) in Anchorage. The Alliance is the lead 501 © (3) umbrella organization for Alaska conservation groups; Voters is the only 501 © (4) statewide conservation organization working to change Alaska’s political landscape through lobbying and electoral politics. The ideal candidate will be an experienced leader and seasoned professional manager who brings vision, strategic thinking, strong fundraising skills, personal integrity, effective communication, and a strong desire to make conservation a high priority among a majority of Alaskans. He/she will have a proven track record in financial oversight, individual and grant fundraising, personnel management, coalition-building, and cultivating strategic partnerships among a variety of constituencies. Qualifications and Experience: Required: BA or BS degree in business, nonprofit management, related field or equivalent non-profit management and Board experience; Demonstrated successful fundraising experience through both grants and individual donors; Experience managing budgets and fiscal policies; Experience managing, motivating and mentoring staff; Familiarity with lobbying, political campaigns and Alaska’s legislative body; Strong leadership, strategic planning, and organizational development skills; and Ability to maintain a flexible schedule, including some evening work and travel. Preferred: Familiarity with 501(c)3, 501(c)4, and PAC relationships; Significant lobbying, legislative and political campaign experience; Experience working with and building coalitions; Significant experience in civic engagement & leadership: and Experience with conservation advocacy and conservation issues. Desired: Familiarity with Alaska’s conservation community and environmental issues; Working knowledge of social media advocacy. Compensation: Salary is DOE, plus health, dental and employer retirement contribution after vesting. This is a full-time, exempt position. Both the Alliance and Voters are equal opportunity employers. For more information, please visit www.akvoice.org or www.acvoters.org or go to http://akvoice.org/about/jobs-and-internships/executive-director for full job description .Application deadline April 7. To apply, send cover letter, resume, three references and a writing/work product sample to: Caitlin Higgins, Executive Director, Alaska Conservation Alliance | Alaska Conservation Voters, 810 N Street, Suite 203, Anchorage, AK 99501 or email caitlin@akvoice.org.

FINANCE TECHNICIANS for the ALASKA SEALIFE CENTER in Seward. These positions are responsible for monitoring grant administration processes and performing various accounting functions at the Alaska SeaLife Center. Education and Experience Requirements: A vocational certificate, Associate’s degree in a related field, or four years experience in a similar position, and accounting knowledge are required. Must be self-motivated, and be willing & able to learn. Must possess skills in accounting, time management, organization, customer service, computers, attention to detail, and oral and written communication. Strong product knowledge pertaining to Microsoft Office products is a must. Skills in communicating both orally and in writing; organizing and prioritizing. Must have ability to present information to non-financial groups; work with diverse individuals; work independently and interact effectively with staff, senior management, funding agencies, and grantees; and ability to maintain confidentiality. This is a full-time and a part time position. To see full job description, go to http://www.alaskasealife.org/New/Contribute/pdf/FinanceTechnician01-21-2011.pdf . Apply As Soon As Possible. Start Date: Open Until Filled. Send resume & application (downloadable on website) to ASLC, Human Resources, P.O. Box 1329, Seward, AK 99664, fax 907-224-6320, or email HR@alaskasealife.org.

ENVIRONMENTAL EDUCATORS are needed for the CENTER FOR ALASKAN COASTAL STUDIES in Homer for the spring (April-May) and SEASONAL NATURALISTS and NATURALIST INTERNS for the summer (June – August) seasons. Positions are based at the semi-remote Peterson Bay Coastal Science Field Station and Kasitsna Bay Marine Laboratory across Kachemak Bay from Homer and at the 140-acre Carl Wynn Nature Center on the bluff above Homer. Salaries range from $1200 - $1500/month and housing is also provided. Information on the organization and its programs and facilities can be found at http:www.akcoastalstudies.org and job descriptions are posted at http://www.akcoastalstudies.org/jobs.htm. Send cover letter, resume, and contact for three references to jobs@akcoastalstudies.org.

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR for the TAKSHANUK WATERSHED COUNCIL seeking qualified candidates for a full-time, year-round position. Founded in 2003, TWC is located in Haines and provides stewardship for the Chilkat, Chilkoot and Ferebee Watersheds. The Executive Director, reporting to the Board of Directors, is responsible for the successful leadership and management of the council according to strategic direction set by the Board of Directors. TWC allows a flexible schedule, a positive working environment, and dedicated staff and Board. Please send a résumé and cover letter to takshanuk@gmail.com. Indicate Job Search in the subject line. Compensation will be commensurate with experience and qualifications. Position open until filled. No phone calls, please.

To RECEIVE What's Up, or to ADD meetings, events, publications, deadlines, websites, or CHANGE EMAIL ADDRESS OR UNSUBSCRIBE, contact Peg Tileston at 907-561-0540, FAX 907-563-2747 or pegt@ gci.net.

