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On behalf of the Alaska Women’s Environmental Network (AWEN), Alaska Center for the Environment (ACE), and Alaska Conservation Alliance (ACA)
CONFERENCES, WORKSHOPS, SEMINARS, TRAINING
**Throughout the 2012 Summer Season

STATE-WIDE – ALASKA GEOGRAPHIC’S 2012 FIELD SEMINARS have been announced and are open for registration at www.alaskageographic.org. These low-cost hands-on outdoor seminars guide participants in some of the most spectacular locations in Alaska. Alongside scientists and naturalists participants explore topics such as wolves, geology, birds, climate change, and landscape painting. Professional development credit is available for each course. Register today, Alaska Geographic members receive a 10% discount.

**Throughout the 2012 Summer Season

STATE-WIDE - ALASKA GEOGRAPHIC’S 2012 TEACHER TRAININGS are open for registration. These uniquely hands-on and pertinent-topic workshops have teachers fully immersed in the subjects. In southeast Alaska on the Tongass National Forest teachers can kayak with whales, walk in the footsteps of bears or study glaciers. In Denali, teachers will explore the effects of climate change, study bears and learn to use iMovie as a tool to communicate science. Professional development credit is included in each course. Register today at www.alaskageographic.org, Alaska Geographic members receive a 10% discount.

UAA'S APPLIED ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY GRADUATE PROGRAM and is offering two unique classes this coming semester. The classes are being offered as distance courses. Both of these classes contribute to earning the Environmental Regulation and Permitting Graduate Certificate. To learn more about the Certificate please visit the UAA web site: http://www.uaa.alaska.edu/schoolofengineering/programs/environmentalregulation/index.cfm. 
Classes start on January 17.

AEST A606 - CLEAN WATER ACT - Examines the Clean Water Act and its impact on the environment. The course will explore the history of the Act, and various programs established by the Act, including the Section 404 wetlands program and the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) pollution control program. Subject matter experts from State and Federal agencies, industry, environmental nongovernmental organizations and utilities will provide their perspectives on the Clean Water Act and its effectiveness.

AEST A607 - ENVIRONMENTAL PERMITTING PROJECT - Explores the complex relationship between environmental regulatory and permitting requirements and their application to engineering and science projects.

January 7

ANCHORAGE - The Alaska Zoo Education Department will be holding an EDZOOCATION TEACHER WORKSHOP from 9am to Noon in the Alaska Zoo’s Gateway Hall. Teachers and paraprofessionals will have the opportunity to learn about the education programs the zoo has to offer, interact with zoo staff and animals and sign up for education programs. Join us for a morning full of behind-the-scenes experiences, animal encounters and keeper interactions! Space is limited. Attendance is FREE and coffee and tea will be provided. Please note this event is for teachers and paraprofessionals only. For questions or to register, contact the zoo’s Outreach Coordinator, Marla Wales, at (907) 346-2858 or outreach@alaskazoo.org.

January 9 & 10

ANCHORAGE - UNDERSTANDING THE ALASKA LEGISLATIVE PROCESS WORKSHOP 2012 Do you want to be more effective in dealing with Alaska state government and promoting your cause? If so, sign-up for Coop Extension’s “Understanding the Alaska Legislative Process Workshop 2012.” Through the workshop presenter and several political practitioners you’ll get insights into the psychology of public officials, the operation of the Legislature, the budget process, the Governor’s Office, state agencies, lobbyists, and the press. You’ll get tips on how to put together and implement an advocacy campaign and engage in a simulation during the workshop to put a campaign together. Plus, there’ll be a review of the issues in the upcoming 2012 legislative session. Workshop will be held at the Anchorage at Extension’s Anchorage District office at 1675 C St. The registration fee for workshop is $250. Check out more details on the workshop at http://www.uaf.edu/ces/districts/anchorage/NRCD/legislative-process-final-web.pdf. For additional information, contact Clive Thomas, writer, teacher and consultant, at 907-586-2964 or via email at CSThomas@uas.alaska.edu.

January 11
The INSTITUTE of the NORTH ARCTIC POLICY FORUM will be held from 5 to 7pm in the Voth Hall, Performing Arts Center featuring a compelling panel discussion of the history, current issues, and future plans of NORAD (North American Aerospace Defense Command) in Alaska. followed by a Q&A from the floor. Join us on Wednesday, January 11 when, from 5:00 to 7:00pm, the APF will host panel presentations and discussion, followed by Q&A from the floor. Immediately afterward guests will be invited to a reception, from 7:00 to 8:00pm, where they will have the opportunity to connect with one another and with the featured speakers in an informal setting. Moderated by Consul PETER TAYLOR (Canada), the program will feature: JOSEPH JOCKEL, author of No Boundaries Upstairs: Canada, the US, and the Origins of the North American Air Defence, 1945-1958 (tentative); COLONEL DANIEL CONSTABLE, Deputy Commander Alaska Region NORAD HQ (confirmed); TREY FULLER, JBER (invited); and CAPTAIN JOEL JUNGEMANN, U.S. Navy, (invited). Cost: $20. To register, go to https://institutenorth.org/calendar/events/january-arctic-policy-forum-norad.

January 12 & 13

BETHEL - UNDERSTANDING THE ALASKA LEGISLATIVE PROCESS WORKSHOP 2012
Do you want to be more effective in dealing with Alaska state government and promoting your cause? If so, sign-up for Coop Extension’s “Understanding the Alaska Legislative Process Workshop 2012.” Through the workshop presenter and several political practitioners you’ll get insights into the psychology of public officials, the operation of the Legislature, the budget process, the Governor’s Office, state agencies, lobbyists, and the press. You’ll get tips on how to put together and implement an advocacy campaign and engage in a simulation during the workshop to put a campaign together. Plus, there’ll be a review of the issues in the upcoming 2012 legislative session. The registration fee for workshop is $250. Check out more details on the workshop at http://www.uaf.edu/ces/districts/anchorage/NRCD/legislative-process-final-web.pdf For additional information, contact Clive Thomas, writer, teacher and consultant, at 907-586-2964 or via email at CSThomas@uas.alaska.edu.

January 14

EAGLE RIVER - AVALANCHE AWARENESS TRAINING presented by the North America Outdoor Institute will be held from 10am to 4pm at the Eagle River Nature Center covering avalanche awareness, hazard assessment, trip planning, route selection, avalanche tools (transceivers, shovels and probes), and emergency response procedures. Course will be held at the Education Yurt, ¼ mile walk from main building. Pre-registration is required at www.naoiak.org or by calling (907) 376-2898. $5 parking for non-members. (Free, Registration required).

January 16

ANCHORAGE - COMMUNICATING OCEAN SCIENCE WORKSHOP will be held prior to the Alaska Marine Science Symposium will teach ocean scientists, graduate students, and outreach professionals how to tell a compelling story of their scientific research. RANDY OLSON, author of the book Don't Be Such a Scientist: Talking Substance in an Age of Style, director of the documentary Flock of Dodos: The Evolution-Intelligent Design Circus, and writer and director of Sizzle: A Global Warming Comedy, will lead a two hour session on communicating through story. Other workshop sessions will be dedicated to using storytelling to bring science to broad audiences. They include preparing for pre K–12 classroom presentations, communicating to the media, using YouTube to reach the masses, how to create powerful radio pieces, and how to develop virtual field trips to reach thousands of students. Presenters include ROBIN DUBLIN (Centers for Ocean Sciences Education Excellence Alaska), MARILYN SIGMAN (Alaska Sea Grant), DARCY DUGAN (Alaska Ocean Observing System), ELIZABETH ARNOLD (journalism professor at the University of Alaska Anchorage and senior reporter for the Encounters public radio series) and LAURIE MORROW (Alaska SeaLife Center). The workshop is free but registration is required. To participate in the workshop; contact robindublin@coseealaska.net.

January 16 – 20 (ADDITIONAL INFORMATION)

ANCHORAGE - ALASKA MARINE SCIENCE SYMPOSIUM will be held at Dena’ina Center.

For more information, go to http://www.alaskamarinescience.org/l. Since 2002, scientists from Alaska, the Pacific Northwest, and beyond have come to the Symposium to communicate research activities in the marine regions off Alaska. Researchers and students in marine science re-connect with old colleagues and meet new ones. Plenary and poster sessions feature a broad spectrum of ocean science. Hear the latest in the fields of climate, oceanography, lower trophic levels, the benthos, fishes and invertebrates, seabirds, marine mammals, local and traditional knowledge, and socioeconomic research. The Symposium also features compelling keynote speakers, workshops and special sessions. Agenda is located at http://www.alaskamarinescience.org/agenda.html 

January 16

DILLINGHAM - "The UAF BRISTOL BAY CAMPUS will be offering ENVI 220: INTRO TO SUSTAINABLE ENERGY, a 3-credit course available online during the 2012 Spring semester. This course focuses on energy use and production in society. Problems discussed are mainly related to the extent of the sustainability of current practices. The emphasis of the course is on solutions which revolve around energy efficiency and specific renewable energy technologies. Class starts on January 19 with scheduled lectures every Tuesday and Thursday evening 6:50 to 8:20pm. The instructor is Dr. TOM MARSIK and some scholarships are still available. Please email cochambers@alaska.edu or call 907-842-5109 for more information or to register.

January 19

ANCHORAGE - 12-week NATURE AND TRAVEL WRITING CLASS with Anchorage essayist and author BILL SHERWONIT will begin on January 19 in the Sierra Club office downtown. Participants in this workshop-style class will explore and refine their own writing styles, with an emphasis on the personal essay form. The class will also read and discuss works by some of America’s finest nature and travel writers, past and present. The cost is $240. To sign up for this Thursday night class (7 to 9:30 p.m.), or for more information, contact Sherwonit at 245-0283 or akgriz@hotmail.com. Further information about the teacher is also available at www.billsherwonit.alaskawriters.com.

January 19 - May

UAF BRISTOL BAY CAMPUS is offering a DISTANCE-DELIVERED CLASS ON SUSTAINABLE ENERGY. ENVI 220 is a 3-credit class available to a wide population via distance delivery (internet and phone). This course focuses on energy use and production in society. Problems discussed are mainly related to the extent of the sustainability of current practices. The emphasis of the course is on solutions which revolve around energy efficiency and specific renewable energy technologies. For more information, send an email to cochambers@alaska.edu or call 907.842.5109. Scholarships Available!

January 20

ANCHORAGE - SHOREZONE TRAINING will be held from 1 to 3pm in the Hotel Captain Cook Adventure Room. This workshop will focus on describing the Alaska ShoreZone coastal habitat mapping project and its many uses. The workshop will provide hands-on examples with the ShoreZone web-based and GIS datasets for marine scientists, GIS specialists, coastal managers, and other users. The workshop will also provide a venue for feedback and discussion on needs or ideas for future development of ShoreZone and for new partnership opportunities. For additional information, contact Maeve Gauthier at Coastal and Ocean Resources Inc. at maeva@coastalandoceans.com or Cindy Hartmann Moore at cindy.hartmann@noaa.gov. For more information on the AMSS and to register to attend go to http://www.alaskamarinescience.org/agenda.html. The AMSS is free and the SZ workshop is free. Also, be sure to check out the latest additions to Southeast Alaska's ShoreZone maps and imagery. Southeast Alaska's coastline (except for Glacier Bay) has now been completed and can be viewed by "Flying the Coast" at www.shorezone.org.

January 24 - 27

ANCHORAGE - INTERNATIONAL PACIFIC HALIBUT COMMISSION (IPHC) ANNUAL MEETING will be held at the Hilton Anchorage Hotel. For more information, go to http://www.iphc.int/meetings-and-events/annual-meeting.html.

**January 30 - February 4

NOME - MARINE SAFETY INSTRUCTOR TRAINING (MSIT) will be held at the Northwestern Alaska Career and Education Center (NACTEC) by the Alaska Marine Safety Education Association (AMSEA). This intensive 48-hour, six-day program (8am to 8pm) is designed to train individuals to effectively teach cold-water survival procedures and marine safety in their communities to subsistence and commercial fisherman, children, and other community members. Cost is $495.00 for AMSEA members $550.00 for non-members. Pre-registration is required. The MSIT course is a premier train-the-trainer course and is U.S. Coast Guard accepted. Students successfully completing the course will also be certified to teach WaterWise, a recreational safe boating course offered through the Alaska Office of Boating Safety. Representatives from the U.S. Coast Guard will be present to provide current marine safety regulations applicable to subsistence and commercial fisherman. A limited number of scholarships to help with tuition, food and lodging are available for individuals in the Norton Sound region who are in a position to provide safety training in their community, thanks to funding from the National Institute of Occupational Safety and Health, the U.S. Coast Guard, and AMSEA. Please see our web site www.amsea.org for more information and to register, or call Jerry Dzugan at AMSEA at 907-747-3287 or email director@amsea.org.

WEBINARS, WEBCASTS & TELECONFERENCES
**January 11 (TELECONFERENCE SEMINAR)

SCIENCE & ACTION TO PROTECT PUBLIC HEALTH: HOW HEALTH CARE PROFESSIONALS ARE CHANGING CHEMICALS POLICY will be held from 9 to 10am as part of the Alaska Collaborative on Health and the Environment teleconference seminar series. Join executive director of Physicians for Social Responsibility - Los Angeles (PSR-LA), MARTHA ARGUELLO for a one hour discussion examining our broken chemical safety system and offering solutions to protect our health and the environment. Martha works at the intersections of health, the environment and social justice to advocate for effective policy change. For more information, or to join this FREE call and receive the dial-up instructions, please RSVP to ACAT at diana@akaction.org or (907) 222-7714.

**January 17 - 19 (TELECONFERENCE AVAILABLE)
FEDERAL SUBSISTENCE BOARD will meet in the Egan Civic and Conference Center beginning at 8:30am on January 17. The January 20 portion of the meeting will be held at the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, Gordon Watson Conference Room, 1011 E. Tudor Road.. The Federal Subsistence Board will consider more than 100 proposed changes to Federal subsistence hunting and trapping regulations. The proposals to be considered include requests to: Require that prior to selling handicrafts incorporating a brown bear claw(s), the hide or claw(s) not attached to the hide, must be sealed by an authorized Alaska Department of Fish and Game representative and that a copy of the ADF&G sealing certificate accompany the handicraft when sold; Close the Red Sheep and Cane Creek drainages to non-Federally qualified subsistence users during the Aug. 10-Sept. 20 portion of the sheep season in the Arctic Village Sheep Management Area in Unit 25; and Establish a hunt for the Chisana Caribou Herd in Unit 12. In addition, the Board will discuss the rural/nonrural determinations that will become effective May 2012 and procedures for the next decennial rural/nonrural determinations review. The Board will also hear an update on the progress that has been made on the draft Tribal and ANCSA Corporation consultation protocols. Photo identification, such as a driver’s license, must be presented at the building reception desk. Throughout the meeting, there will be opportunities for the public to testify on both agenda and non-agenda items. The Board will provide the opportunity for Tribal leaders to consult on the proposed changes to subsistence hunting and trapping regulations on January 17, starting at 1pm. To teleconference into this meeting, dial 800-857-1034, the passcode is 5793113. Listen-only access to the meeting will be provided through internet live streaming. Connection information will be posted to the Federal Subsistence Management Program’s website: http://alaska.fws.gov/asm/board.cfml. The Board’s progress through the agenda will be noted on the internet live stream. For additional information regarding this meeting contact the Office of Subsistence Management at (800) 478-1456 or (907) 786-3888 or by e-mail, subsistence@fws.gov.. Meeting materials and additional information on the Federal Subsistence Management Program can be found at http://alaska.fws.gov/asm/home.html.

January 31

AN UPDATED PRECIPITATION FREQUENCY ANALYSIS FOR THE STATE OF ALASKA will be held from 10 to 11am Alaska Local Time. DOUG KANE and SVETA STUEFER, Water and Environmental Research Center, UAF will lead the discussion. To hear the audio presentation during a webinar: 1) With a regular telephone dial: 1- (877) 594-8353 and 2) When prompted, enter the Participant passcode: 83847342. Please mute your phone and do not put phone on hold. To view the presentation during a webinar: 1) Point your web browser to: http://infiniteconferencing.com/Events/accap/, 2) Enter Participant Code 83847342. 3) Enter the rest of the requested information (The name and organization you enter will be seen by other participants, but your contact information will remain confidential), and 4) Click the blue "log-in" button.

GRANTS/AWARDS/SCHOLARSHIPS/CONTESTS
The NOAA RESTORATION CENTER AND ALASKA CLEAN HARBORS are working with communities in Alaska affected by the Exxon Valdez oil spill to ADDRESS WATER QUALITY AND MARINE HABITAT ISSUES, AND HARBOR IMPROVEMENTS..But we need your help to know what is needed and where to do the work. Right now, we need project ideas and community partners and very soon we will be looking for project proposals (to receive up to $250,000 for qualified improvements). The first step is to IDENTIFY COMMUNITY PARTNERS. If you are, or know of a group that may be, interested in future funding opportunities to address water quality and marine habitat issues in communities affected by Exxon Valdez oil spill, please contact us by filling out a general information form found on our website. Please help us spread the word by attending our public scoping meetings and by passing out this informational material to other interested groups you may know. For more information about this funding opportunity and which communities may qualify please visit our website http://alaskafisheries.noaa.gov/habitat/restoration/evos/. Please contact Erika Ammann by email at restorationevos@noaa.gov, Laurel Jennings at Laurel.Jennings@noaa.gov , Erika Ammann at Erika.Ammann@noaa.gov, or Eric Rothwell at Eric.Rothwell@noaa.gov or by going to eld   HYPERLINK "http://www.nmfs.noaa.gov/habitat/restoration/" http://www.nmfs.noaa.gov/habitat/restoration/.

January 15
Deadline for application for the UNDERGRADUATE APPLICATIONS for participation in the POLARIS PROJECT FIELD COURSE (JULY 2012) FOR RESEARCH in the SIBERIAN ARCTIC. To be eligible to apply, you should currently be in your sophomore or junior year (in exceptional cases a senior may be accepted). Students from any college or university are eligible to apply. The 2012 expedition to the Siberian Arctic is scheduled for approximately June 26 – July 26. Expenses associated with travel, room, and board will be covered by the project. We will also pay your Russian visa application fees, but each student will be responsible for having their own passport 

(valid until at least 2013). There are no tuition or fees associated with the field course, and each student will receive a $1500 stipend. We seek a diverse group of participants. Field experience is preferred. Therefore, your essay (~2 pages long) and letter of recommendation are critical elements of the application. We are interested in students who are planning to attend graduate school and are open to the possibility of focusing their graduate studies on the Arctic. Though the content of the essay is your choice, some questions that you might consider addressing are: Why are you interested in the Polaris Project? What are your goals for the future and how would participation in the Polaris Project

field course help you to achieve them? Details about the program can be found at http://www.thepolarisproject.org/participate/.

January 23
Deadline for submitting proposals for EPA URBAN WATERS SMALL GRANTS to fund 

projects across the country to help restore urban waters by improving water quality and supporting community revitalization. The funding is part of EPA’s Urban Waters program, which supports communities in their efforts to access, improve, and benefit from their urban waters and the surrounding land. The goal of the Urban Waters Small Grants program is to fund research, studies, training, and demonstration projects that will advance the restoration of urban waters by improving water quality through activities that also support community revitalization and other local priorities such as public health, social and economic opportunities, general livability and environmental justice for residents. Information about Urban Waters Small Grants including the Request for Proposal (RFP) and registration links for the webinars is available at http://www.epa.gov/urbanwaters/funding. EPA expects to award the grants in Summer 2012. Questions must be submitted in writing via e-mail tourbanwaters@epa.gov and must be received by the Agency Contact, Ji-Sun Yi, by January 16, and written responses will be posted on EPA’s website at http://www.epa.gov/urbanwaters/funding. Webinars about this funding opportunity will be held on December 14 and January 5. For more information on EPA’s Urban Waters program, to http://www.epa.gov/urbanwaters\fs22fs22  and http://urbanwaters.gov.

January 26
Deadline for application for the Trout Unlimited (TU) and NOAA FISH HABITAT RESTORATION GRANT. Please read the RFP at http://www.tu.org/sites/www.tu.org/files/documents/final_tu-noaa_rfp_yr2%20%281%29.doc for details about the funding opportunity. If you have questions please contact erika.ammann@noaa.gov or k.koski@noaa.gov. All proposals must also have a letter of support from Trout Unlimited so please contact Mark Kaelke with TU AK at 907-321-4464 or email mkaelke@tu.org when you have your project idea.

February 10
Deadline for application for the NORTH PACIFIC RESEARCH BOARD (NPRB) GRADUATE STUDENT RESEARCH AWARDS. These awards are given to encourage students to pursue scientific and scholarly research that addresses management issues in northern seas. In May 2012, NPRB will award up to six Graduate Student Research Awards (GSRAs) of $25,000 each to three qualified masters students and three doctoral students for the opportunity to address scientific, technological, and socio-economic issues relating to the research themes identified in the 2005 NPRB Science Plan. Students must be enrolled in or accepted by a graduate degree program at an accredited university or college by February 10, 2012. There is no US citizenship requirement to be eligible for this award and applications are welcome from students attending US or non-US universities. The graduate research topic must be relevant to the research themes and issues identified in the 2005 NPRB Science Plan and occur in Alaskan marine waters. Please see the 2012 GSRA guidelines at http://nprb.org/education/documents/2012GSRAdetailsandguidelines_14Oct11_final_001.pdf for further details of the application requirements.

Early February 

Deadline for application for the 2013 NATIONAL SEA GRANT KNAUSS MARINE POLICY FELLOWSHIP for ALASKA GRADUATE STUDENTS. This unique national fellowship provides eligible graduate students with one year of paid experience in Washington, D.C., working on ocean issues with a U.S. Congressional staff or with an executive branch resource management agency. The fellowship has proven to be a great launching pad to exciting careers in government, education, business, and non-profit enterprises. The fellowship is open to graduate students in all disciplines who have a keen interest in the nation’s marine policy and ocean resource management. Included in the 2012 group of fellows are students completing degrees in law, agriculture, public administration, geology, and geophysics, as well as fisheries, oceanography, zoology, biology, economics, policy, and other fields. Soon after the holidays, Alaska Sea Grant will begin recruiting exceptional students from around the state to apply for the 2013 John A. Knauss Marine Policy Fellowship. To get the word out, we have produced a YouTube video that features testimonials from former Knauss Fellows. Watch the video at http://seagrant.uaf.edu/research/knauss.html. Alaska graduate students considering applying for the fellowship or seeking more information should contact Dr. David Christie, Director, Alaska Sea Grant Program, University of Alaska Fairbanks, david.christie@alaska.edu or call 907-474-7949.

The ALASKA NATIVE TRIBAL HEALTH CONSORTIUM provides one year Community Environmental Demonstration Project Grants ranging from $5,000 to $30,000 to local environmental projects that improve health and the environment throughout rural Alaska communities. Funding is made possible through the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency Alaska Tribal Multi-media Program. ANTHC has awarded over $300,000 since 2009. For FY12 ANTHC and Zender Environmental will be partnering to provide Community Environmental Demonstration Project Grants to rural Alaska communities. For more information, go to http://www.anthc.org/chs/ces/hve/upload/CEDP-rfp-final.docx. 

March 30
Deadline for submissions for the ALASKA HUMMINGBIRD FESTIVAL JURIED ART SHOW. "Call for Artists" features opportunities for Alaskan artists of all ages and abilities to showcase their work at the Southeast Alaska Discovery Center in Kecthikan from April through May 2012. The mission of the Alaska Hummingbird Festival and this art show is to educate and promote awareness of the spring migratory birds of southeast Alaska. Please review the above attachment for more detail. Submit your work to Southeast Alaska Discovery Center. 50 Main Street, Ketchikan, AK 99901, C/O Hummingbird Festival. Mailed entries must include return postage payable to Alaska Geographic Associations. For more information, contact Leslie Swada at 907.617.7746.

March 31
Deadline for submissions for the 2012 ALASKA STATE-FISH ART CONTEST from K-12 students. Educators can download a free curriculum and learn how to use art as a springboard into the fascinating world of fish. K-12 students can draw, paint, and write their way to free prizes, fishing gear, and national recognition while getting to know Alaska’s state fish! Visit this webpage for more information: http://alaska.fws.gov/fisheries/fish/contest_art.htm.

DEADLINES
January 8

TAKOTNA & TATALINA - Comments due on the proposed GOLD CREEK BRIDGE & TATALINA BRIDGE REPLACEMENT. The purpose of the proposed project is to construct safer bridges with a higher weight capacity and greater resistance to scour. Currently, both bridge decks have large gaps, steel truss damage, exposed metal surfaces with rust, and broken timber planking. In addition, the abutment walls and bridge deck are subject to scour due to ice build-up and melt-water. The proposed work would include: Replace Gold Creek Bridge with a single span, 75 ft. by 18 ft. composite steel bridge; Construct a detour and temporary creek crossing; Excavate and grade to maintain similar access to the shore of the Takotna River; Replace Tatalina River Bridge with a bridge that would have a minimum deck width of 18 ft. Additional work would be done to improve the approaches on each side of the new bridge in Takotna, as well potential realignment of Sterling Landing Road near the Tatalina River Bridge replacement. Construction is expected to begin in summer 2016. For more information, contact John Linnell, Project Manager at 269-0571or Breanna Mahoney, Environmental Impact Analyst, at 269-0536. Submit comments to Brian Elliott at (907)269-0539 or email brian.elliott@alaska.gov.

January 10
Deadline for comments on the proposal to CONSTRUCT APPROXIMATELY 14 SLOW VEHICLE TURNOUT (SVT) LANES on the STERLING HIGHWAY BETWEEN SOLDOTNA [near milepost (MP) 106] and HOMER (near MP 169). The purpose of the proposed project is to help mitigate the number of head on and rear end crashes that occur along the Sterling Highway. The proposed work would include the following: Construct fourteen 600-foot (ft) long, 12-ft wide SVT’s with an 8-ft shoulder at ten locations along Sterling Highway. Relocate overhead utility poles if necessary at MP 123, 131.4, 133, 147, 150, and 151 to accommodate SVT’s; Clear an area approximately 1000 ft long and 50 feet wide for each SVT; and Install signs and re-stripe as needed. All proposed work would take place within DOT&PF right-of-way. Construction for the proposed project is anticipated to begin in summer, 2012. For more information, contact Kevin Jackson, Project Manager, at 269-8718 or TaraLyn Stone, Environmental Impact Analyst, at 269-0534. Submit comments to Brian Elliott at (907)269-0539 or email brian.elliott@alaska.gov.

January 11
Comments are due on the APDES DRAFT GENERAL PERMIT that will AUTHORIZE FACILITIES THAT MINE AND PROCESS GOLD in the state of Alaska using, gravity separation, open-cut mining larger than 1,500 cubic yards of placer ore per season, mechanical dredges removing more than 50,000 cubic yards of placer ore per season, and hydraulicking facilities that are considered “no discharge” facilities. Permit documents can be accessed at http://www.dec.state.ak.us/water/wwdp/PublicNotice.htm#A1 All comments should include the name, address, and telephone number of the commenter and a concise statement of comment on the permit condition(s) and the relevant facts upon which the comment is based. Comments of either support or concern which are directed at specific, cited permit requirements are appreciated. For more information or to submit comments, contact Nicholas Dallman at 907-451-2145 or email Nicholas.Dallman@alaska.gov 

January 12
Deadline for comments on the Pogo MINE RENEWAL APPLICATION & DRAFT STATE DECISIONS. Pogo is an underground gold mine located on state land 38 miles northeast of Delta Junction, Alaska and 85 miles east-southeast of Fairbanks. The project applicant, Sumitomo Metal Mining Pogo LLC, updated the mine’s Plan of Operations and supporting documents for the current operation and requested the renewal of state authorizations. The State of Alaska has released the application renewal documents for Pogo’s existing mining operation and the following draft state decisions for a 30-day public review and comment period: • AK Dept. of Natural Resources, Div. of Mining, Land & Water, draft Plan of Operations Approval. The Plan of Operations includes the Pogo Reclamation and Closure Plan and closure cost estimate. • AK Dept. of Environmental Conservation, Div. of Water, draft Waste Management Permit No. 2011DB0012 for the disposal of mine tailings, waste rock, and other mine-related wastes from the Pogo Mine. Note: Sumitomo has notified the state they intend to request an amendment to their Plan of Operations for an expansion of the drystack tailings facility from the current 7 million tons to 20 million tons. A separate public comment period will be used to address this proposed amendment, likely within the 1st quarter of 2012. Copies of the application renewal documents and draft state decisions may be obtained on-line at http://www.dnr.alaska.gov/mlw/mining/largemine/pogo/. For more information or to submit comments, contact Sharmon Stambaugh, Mining Coordinator, at 907-269-0880, Fax 907-269-8930 or emailsharmon.stambaugh@alaska.gov.

January 12
Deadline for comments on Corps of Engineers permit REQUEST FROM KNIK ARM BRIDGE and TOLL AUTHORITY (KABATA). The proposed project would be between the northwestern edge of the Port MacKenzie District, where a NEW ROAD (Phase 1) is proposed to diverge from the existing Port MacKenzie Road at Milepost (MP) 9.5. It would cross primarily uplands north of Lake Lorraine, heading in a southerly direction to the west bluff of Knik Arm and then end on the eastern side of the Port MacKenzie District. Approximately 7,200 feet north of Port MacKenzie Dock and 1,700 feet south of Anderson Dock. The bridge roadway embankment on the Mat-Su side. The 9,200-foot bridge would span east across Knik Arm to the Anchorage side and would reach the shoreline approximately 1.5 miles north of Cairn Point. The roadway would follow the Anchorage shoreline and western perimeter of the Joint Base Elmendorf Richardson (JBER) at the bottom of the bluff south to Cairn Point. From the vicinity of Cairn Point, the Anchorage approach would continue south, closely following the natural shoreline, then climbs in grade along the eastern boundary of the Port of Anchorage. In the vicinity of the Cherry Hill bluff, the roadway would climb slightly on a fill supported by retaining walls at the base of the bluff to provide grade separation for security and operational purposes between the roadway and the edge of the Port of Anchorage property. From this point, the roadway would follow the alignment of Erickson Street via a cut-and-cover tunnel to end on East Loop Road, the terminus of the project where it would connect to the A and C Street Couplet. The total discharge of fill into waters of the U.S., including wetlands, is proposed to be 2,697,349 cubic yards into 78.31 acres. Fill would be discharged into the intertidal wetlands and waters of Knik Arm to provide structural fill for construction of the approach roads and bridge abutments in the Matanuska-Susitna Borough (Mat-Su) and the Municipality of Anchorage (MOA). Structural fill would be discharged into freshwater wetlands on both sides of Knik Arm for construction of the project roadways. In addition, 1.28 acres of wetlands would be impacted by the temporary discharge of fill. For more information, see the entire permit request at http://www.poa.usace.army.mil/reg/PN_Scanned/2011%20November/POA-2005-97.pdf. Notice is hereby given that the application for a Dept. of the Army Permit described in the Corps of Engineers’ Public Notice No. COA-2005-97, Knik Arm, serves as application for State Water Quality Certification from the Alaska Dept. of Environmental Conservation. For more information or to submit comments, contact Mary Lee Plumb-Mentjes at (907) 753-2789, toll-free from within Alaska at (800) 478-2712, by fax at (907) 279-0064, or email Mary.Plumb-Mentjes@usace.army.mil.

**January 13
The final date to SUBSCRIBE TO THE ALASKA MARINE CONSERVATION COUNCIL’s (AMCC) offer of TANNER CRAB FROM KODIAK ISLAND through their CATCH OF THE SEASON COMMUNITY SUPPORTED FISHERY. AMCC has worked for many years with local Kodiak fishermen on protection of Tanner Crab habitat around Kodiak Island. Last year we realized an important victory in limiting bottom trawling to protect sea-floor habitat, the Tanner crab population, and the fishermen that depend on both. YOUR TANNER CRAB WILL BE: Harvested by a long-time Kodiak fisherman who supports conservation efforts both on & off the water. Caught in pots in the cold waters of the Gulf of Alaska around January 15th when the season opens. Handled with the highest standards to ensure a superior product. Delivered as cooked, frozen leg clusters to Anchorage for your pickup within about a week of harvest. (Pick-up location for Kodiak residents to be announced). Accompanied by the “Story of your Catch” containing information on who caught your catch; the Tanner crab species; the community of Kodiak; AMCC’s work to protect Tanner crab; & a delicious recipe. Price: 10 lb box- $150.00; 25 lb box- $350.00. Don’t want a full 10 lbs? Split a box with your friends or family! *Note: Purchases are not tax deductible. For payment & pickup information go to http://www.akmarine.org/donate-to-amcc/our-work/catch-of-the-season/kodiak-tanner-crab-january-2011. For questions or more information contact: Kodiak Contact-Theresa Peterson at(907)486-2991; Anchorage Contact-Amy or Rachel at (907)277-5357, or email: crab@akmarine.org. For an electronic order form, go to http://www.akmarine.org/our-work/catch-of-the-season/order-your-tanner-crab.

January 13
Deadline for nominations for vacancy on the SCIENCE PANEL of the NORTH PACIFIC RESEARCH BOARD (NPRB) for an individual with expertise in social science. The Science Panel helps shape NPRB’s scientific program by advising the Board on science planning and identification of research priorities; review of proposals and technical evaluations received by the Board; and identification, development, collection, and evaluation of statistical, biological, oceanographic, ecological, economic, social and other scientific information relevant to the Board's mission. The Science Panel schedules two regular meetings each year. The Board covers the costs of travel, food, and lodging to attend Panel meetings and, if desired, the annual Alaska Marine Science Symposium. Members are appointed for 4-year terms, with a maximum of two sequential terms. Please submit nominations and self-nominations to the Board to cynthia.suchman@nprb.org. For more information, go to www.nprb.org for more information about the Board, its committees, and activities.

January 13
Deadline for NOMINATIONS FOR THE ALASKA OCEAN LEADERSHIP AWARDS for OCEAN MEDIA, LIFETIME ACHIEVEMENT, STEWARDSHIP & SUSTAINABILITY, MARINE RESEARCH, AND OCEAN LITERACY. Awards will be presented at the Alaska Marine Gala on February 18th at the Dena’ina Center in Anchorage. To make a nomination for any of these awards please contact oceanawards@alaskasealife.org and/or BUY TICKETS for the Gala go to www.alaskasealife.org..

January 13
Comments are due on the proposed STATEWIDE RECREATIONAL FISH STOCKING PLAN. ADF&G, with assistance from private non-profit hatchery operators, plans to release nearly 8 million fish into the waters of Alaska every year for the next five years, to benefit recreational anglers. The stocking plan outlines how many of each species of fish we plan to stock at each location. Only fish from Sport Fish hatchery facilities and from private non-profit hatcheries who in cooperation with ADF&G produce fish to improve recreational fisheries are included in this plan. The plan is available at http://www.adfg.alaska.gov/index.cfm?adfg=fishingSportStockingHatcheries.stockingPlan under “Hatcheries and Stocking”. For more information or to submit comments, contact Diane Loopstra at (907) 269-0294 or e-mailed to diane.loopstra@alaska.gov.

January 13
Deadline for applications for the KENAI RIVER SPECIAL MANAGEMENT AREA ADVISORY BOARD for a three-year seat on this dynamic citizen’s board that provides advice to the Dept. of Natural Resources, Div. of Parks & Outdoor Recreation. The board advises the Commissioner of Natural Resources on issues relating to the operation and management of the Kenai River Special Management Area. Specific state park units that the board is involved with include: The majority of the Kenai River, including Kenai and Skilak Lakes, the Pillars Boat Launch, Bing’s Landing campground, day use and boat launch facility, Morgan’s Landing and the Cooper Landing boat launch facility. The board meets the second Thursday of each month between September and April. Issues the board may be looking at in the next year include: recommendations to the Div. of Parks & Outdoor Recreation for new regulations on boater education, new land acquisitions and visitor facility development. For application form, go to http://dnr.alaska.gov/parks/misc/brdappgeneric.pdf. For more information, contact Area Park Superintendent Jack Sinclair at 262-5581.

January 13

HOMER - Deadline for applications to serve on the KACHEMAK BAY STATE PARK CITIZEN’S ADVISORY BOARD for a three-year seat on this dynamic citizen’s board that provides advice to the Div. of Parks & Outdoor Recreation. The advisory board provides a forum for the collection and expression of opinions and recommendations on matters relating to state parks and outdoor recreation. Specific state park units that the board is involved with include: Kachemak Bay State Park, Kachemak Bay State Wilderness Park, Eveline State Recreation Site and Diamond Creek State Recreation Site. The board meets the second Wednesday of each month between September and April. Some issues the board may be addressing in the next year include: recommendations to the Division of Parks & Outdoor Recreation for new regulations, new land acquisition and facility development. For application form, go to http://dnr.alaska.gov/parks/misc/brdappgeneric.pdf. For more information, contact District Ranger Roger MacCampbell at 235-7024 or Roger MacCampbell, District Ranger, 907-235-7024 (Kachemak Bay State Park)

January 13
Comments are due on the proposed UTILITY EASEMENT FOR COOK INLET FIBER OPTIC LINE with Landings at Point Mackenzie and Point Woronzoff. The purpose of the proposed easement is to approve installation of a new fiber optic line for Matanuska Telephone Association that will expand communications capacity within the Southcentral Alaska region. The easement area on State owned, Div. Mining, Land & Water (DMLW) managed lands is currently estimated to be approximately 19,800 feet long by 30 feet wide, for a total area of 13.63 acres, more or less. The final easement area will be determined subsequent to DMLW’s receipt of a required as-built survey document. Please see attachments for additional location information. Nothing herein implies the establishment of an easement across non-DMLW managed lands, even if such properties are depicted on project related maps, plans and drawings. For more information or to submit comments, contact James Sowerwine at 907-334-2542, fax 907-269-8913, or email james.sowerwine@alaska.gov.

January 13
Deadline for comments on the application for a SURFACE COAL MINE PERMIT BY USIBELLI COAL MINE, Inc. for the JUMBO DOME MINE located on State Land approximately 90 miles south of Fairbanks and 9 miles northeast of Healy. The permit application requests that a new operation and reclamation plan be approved for a 3,237 acre area in the Marguerite Creek valley. The new mining area has proven and probable reserves of 83 million tons from four coal seams of the Upper Suntrana Formation. The application proposes a maximum mining rate of approximately three million tons per year for 30 years. The mine will be accessed by road from a connection with the existing UCM haul road along Hoseanna Creek and the Jumbo Dome Mine Road. Mining will begin from a single box-cut location, and the spoil will initially go to a temporary, out-of-pit spoil disposal location south of the mine area. Mining plans are based on a variety of, shovel/truck, dragline and dozer operations. Explosives will be used to loosen both waste materials overlying the coal and the coal seams. The applicant proposed to salvage topsoil according to criteria in the application, and to reclaim the land to a primary use of wildlife habitat with a secondary use of recreation. The applicant also proposes to leave roads for recreational purposes in their final land use. These uses are consistent with the Tanana Basin Area Plan. During mining, the re-application of salvaged topsoil will lag behind the first spoil ridge by no more than 600 feet. The application is currently being evaluated to determine if it meets the technical requirements of the Alaska Surface Coal Mining Program. Copies of the permit application are available at ewww.dnr.state.ak.us/mlw/mining/index.htm. For more information or to submit comments, contact Russell Kirkham by fax at (907) 269-8930 or email liping.jing@alaska.gov.

January 14
Comments are due on the CHUGACH NATIONAL FOREST PROPOSED REVISED LAND AND RESOURCE MANAGEMENT PLAN AMENDMENT. The Chugach National Forest is proposing to amend the 2002 Revised Land and Resource Management Plan (RLRMP). This non-significant amendment would remove three Management Indicator Species (MIS) – coho salmon, Dolly Varden char and pink salmon. It would replace the MIS related monitoring questions with an aquatic habitat monitoring question and remove a related wildlife and fish management related objective, which calls for developing for cutthroat trout and coho salmon habitat capability models. The scoping letter is available at https://fs.usda.gov/Internet/FSE_DOCUMENTS/stelprdb5342682.pdf . For more information or to submit comments, contact Sharon Randall at S-comments-alaska-chugach@fs.fed.us.

January 15
Deadline for applications for the 2012 CIVICS & CONSERVATION SUMMIT that will take place March 19 - 23 in Juneau. AYEA (AK Youth for Environmental Action) is currently accepting applications for youth participants, peer leaders, and adult trainers/volunteers. Applications are available on the AYEA website at http://ayea.org/training-events/ccs. Please contact Claire Berezowitz, AYEA Program Coordinator, with any questions at (907)717-7882 or email Claire@ayea.org.

**January 15
Deadline for applications for the ALASKA YOUTH FOR ENVIRONMENTAL ACTION'S (AYEA) 2012 CIVICS & CONSERVATION SUMMIT that will take place March 19 - 23 in Juneau. The Summit brings 20 youth leaders to our state capital for a week of high-impact, fun-filled, and adrenaline-pumping civic engagement lessons. During this event, youth will learn how to talk with the media, how to communicate with elected officials, how to read a bill, and how to impact decisions our leaders make about our environment and our lives. Also included are sessions on the tribal resolution process, environmental justice, and defining sources of power and influence. The training ends with youth-led visits to state legislators to discuss environmental concerns and interests. This is a life-changing training that will give teens skills they can use in any arena. AYEA is currently accepting applications for youth participants, peer leaders, and adult trainers/volunteers. Applications are available on the AYEA website at http://ayea.org/training-events/ccs. For more information, contact Claire Berezowitz, AYEA Program Coordinator, at (907)717-7882 or email Claire@ayea.org.

**January 16
Deadline for comment on the proposal to REHABILITATE EXISTING PAVEMENT on DIMOND BLVD. between JEWEL LAKE ROAD and NEW SEWARD HWY to extend the service life and reduce maintenance costs. The proposed project would Resurface & restripe Dimond; Install inlaid markings, Reconstruct curb rams to conform to ADA standards; Repair 8,000 yards of subgrade at the intersection of Dimond and Old Seward Hwy.; Repave sidewalk, as needed; Replace curb and gutter, as needed; and Repair storm drain pipe and replace signage, as needed. Construction is anticipated to begin in summer of 2012. For more information, contact Sean Holland, Highway Design Project Manager, at 269-0530. Submit comments to Brian Elliott, Regional Environmental Manager, ADOT&PF, Box 196900, Anchorage AK 99519-6900.

**January 18
Comments are due on the request for permit by the NIKISKI COMBINED CYCLE PLANT which is owned by which is owned by the ALASKA ELECTRIC AND ENERGY COOPERATIVE, INC. (AEEC) to discharge wastewater into Cook Inlet. AEEC is converting the existing simple cycle plant to a combined cycle plant by restarting an existing heat recovery steam generator and installing a new steam-driven turbine generator. Three intermittent, low-volume wastewater streams will be generated as a result of the facility upgrades, including reverse osmosis reject water, decanted water from granulated activated carbon back flushes and wastewaters from routine operations including pressure washes of equipment. The combined wastewater streams will be treated prior to discharge to Cook Inlet. The treated wastewater will travel through a pipeline to an outfall fitted with a diffuser that terminates approximately 1,016 feet from the mean lower low water shoreline. The Department is authorizing a mixing zone for chlorine, temperature, arsenic and copper. The mixing zone is circular with a radius of eight meters from the diffuser. All water quality standards will be met at the boundary of the authorized mixing zone. The APDES preliminary draft permit, fact sheet, and associated documents are available for public review at the ADEC offices located in Anchorage, Fairbanks, Juneau, Soldotna, and Wasilla. Please contact the office of your choice to arrange for hard copies of the documents to be available for your review. http://dec.alaska.gov/water/wwdp/NoticeOfReview.htm#A1. For more information or to submit oftlinecomments, contact Wade Strickland at (907) 269-7580 or email wade.strickland@alaska.gov.

**January 18 (EXTENDED) 

Deadline for comments on the POINT THOMSON PROJECT DRAFT ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT (DRAFT EIS) for the proposed development by Exxon Mobil Corporation and PTE Pipeline LLC (Applicant). This Draft EIS analyzes the environmental impacts that would occur if the Applicant was authorized to construct industrial infrastructure and produce liquid hydrocarbon resources in the area near Point Thomson, Alaska.ExxonMobil (Applicant) is proceeding with a proposal to develop the Thomson Sand Reservoir on the North Slope with the objective to produce 10,000 barrels per day (bpd) of condensate and test and delineate other hydrocarbon resources including oil and natural gas, of the Point Thomson area. The proposed project features include three pads for drilling and production of wells, with a central pad supporting production facilities, infield roads, pipelines, an airstrip, and a gravel mine site. A common carrier sales pipeline will be constructed for transporting hydrocarbon liquids 22 miles west to connect with the Trans Alaska Pipeline System. This draft EIS compares the Applicant’s proposal and three other action alternatives to the human and environmental impacts associated with the No Action Alternative, which involves long-term monitoring of the existing wells and gravel pads. The link to the Draft EIS and supporting information is available at http://www.pointthomsonprojecteis.com/documents.htm. After review of the Draft EIS, the Corps would appreciate your comments on ways to improve their analyses, make corrections, and supplement what you feel needs further work. The more specific your comments, the better the Corps will be able torespond to them. Comments can be sent to Mr. Harry Baij Jr. by email to harry.a.baij@usace.army.mil, or by phone at (907) 644-2074.

**January 20

LIVENGOOD - Comments are due on the proposed ELLIOTT HIGHWAY LIVENGOOD CREEK BRIDGE PROJECT located on the Old Elliott Highway 1.23 miles west of Livengood. It is proposed to replace the existing bridge with a single span bridge on the existing alignment and to raise the roadway approaches by 2-4 feet to accommodate the new bridge. Bridge inspections have found the bridge to be substantially deteriorated reducing the load capacity for heavy trucks and equipment that utilize the roadway. The purpose of the project is to improve bridge safety, extend its service life, maintain the existing roadway function, and support current and anticipated traffic loads. The Department requests information and comments on resources in the project area that may be affected including historic properties, archaeological sites, wetlands, and floodplains. The project is anticipated to impact approximate 5 acres or less of wetlands surrounding the roadway. For further information regarding the project, or to submit comments, contact Sarah Schacher, Engineering Manager, at (907) 451-5361, Fax (907) 451-5126 or email sarah.schacher@alaska.gov.

**January 20

NOME - Deadline for comments on the Rock Creek Mine Draft Reclamation Plan. The mine consists of a mine/mill complex six miles north of Nome. Alaska Gold Company (AGC) constructed and operated the mine between 2006 and 2008. In 2008, 100,000 tons of ore were milled and the tailings deposited in the tailings storage facility (TSF). Since 2008, the mine has been in care and maintenance status with on-going water treatment and discharge, stormwater management, and monitoring. AGC has submitted a two-phase Final Reclamation and Closure Plan for the mine. Phase I consists of removing water from the TSF, installing a temporary synthetic cover on the tailings and breaching the TSF dam. Phase I will be completed in February and March 2012. Phase II consists of: removing the tailings from the TSF; disposing of tailings, ore and waste rock in the Main Pit; backfilling of Main Pit to eliminate potential for surface water accumulation; dismantling and disposal of mill facilities and other buildings; removal of all equipment and supplies; recontouring, placing top soil, and applying seed and fertilizer to the site; and, implementing post-closure monitoring. The Rock Creek Mine Reclamation and Closure Plan (Oct 2011), Revised Closure Cost Estimate (Jan 2012), and DNR Draft Reclamation Plan Approval are available at www.dnr.alaska.gov/mlw/mining/largemine/rockcreek/index.htm. For more information or to submit comments, contact Steve McGroarty at 907-451-2795, Fax: 907-451-2703, or email steve.mcgroarty@alaska.gov.

EVENTS & MEETINGS \ANCHORAGE - EAGLE RIVER & GIRDWOOD
January 8 - WHY THEY DO THOSE STUPID THINGS: YOUNG MALE RISK TAKING is the topic at the ANCHORAGE SCIENCE PUB at TapRoot at 4 pm with JOHN PETRAITIS, UAA psychology professor and researcher for 20 years. Although in his 50s, social psychologist Petraitis says he is only reluctantly an adult and would rather be a ski bum. His research is based on the fact that males outgrow their adolescence very slowly while women figure it out so much sooner, and his research addresses the questions "Why are so many of the stupid things done in the world done by young males?" He has data. No admission fee or RSVP, but TapRoot’s seating IS limited, so come early to get a seat and compete in a bit of science trivia while you wait. Then, listen to the featured speaker (30 minutes) and ask a question or just listen to the discussion to follow. 

January 9
Public hearings will be held at the PLANNING AND ZONING COMMISSION at 6:30pm in the Assembly Chambers , Loussac Library to consider the following: ALASKA PACIFIC UNIVERSITY MASTER PLAN APPROVAL, total area 174.38 acres. Case # 2010-100. COMPREHENSIVE PLAN REVIEW for U-MED PLAN AMENDMENT, total area 174.38 acres. Case # 2011-108. PLANS & PLAN AMENDMENTS for AMATS. Hearing Draft version of the MTP was released by the AMATS Policy Committee on Dec 15, 2011. The MTP is the blueprint that guides the development and implementation of needed improvements to the transportation system of the Anchorage Bowl and Chugiak-Eagle River. The Plan contains short-range (2011-2023) and long-range recommendations (2024 - 2035) for roadway, transit, bike, pedestrian and trails. Copies can be obtained at the Planning counter located in the Permit and Development Center, 4700 Elmore Road or by contacting Jon Spring, the Project Manager at 343-7914.

January 9
CHUGACH STATE PARK ADVISORY BOARD will meet at 6pm in the Atwood Building, Suite 602. For more information, go to http://dnr.alaska.gov/parks/misc/chugachadviseboard.htm. 

January 10
The ANCHORAGE FISH & GAME ADVISORY COMMITTEE will hold its election meeting January 10 at ChangePoint, (located at 6689 ChangePoint Drive) at 6:30 pm. Agendas to be announced. For more information contact Bruce Morgan at 346-4855.

January 11
UNEXPLORED ICE: POLAR BEAR RESEARCH IN THE CHUKCHI SEA is the topic for Wildlife Wednesday at the Alaska Zoo from 7 to 8pm. Dr. ERIC REGEHR, wildlife biologist with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, will discuss a new study of polar bears living on the remote sea ice between Alaska and Russia. Come learn about these amazing animals and their future in a changing world.

January 11
ANCHORAGE LANDFILL METHANE POWER PLANT will be discussed at the Anchorage Museum Auditorium from 6 to 8pm hosted by the RENEWABLE ENERGY ALASKA PROJECT (REAP). Hear an update on this project which will in 2012 start tapping methane produced by the Anchorage Regional Landfill to power Joint Base Elmendorf Richardson (JBER). The presentation will be led by MARK MADDEN, Solid Waste Services Director for the Municipality of Anchorage. For more information, call 907.929.7770. Live podcast will be available at https://www1.gotomeeting.com/register/830056584.

January 12
CONFRONTING TOXICS: CHEMICALS FROM EVERYDAY PRODUCTS in PEOPLE, HEALTH IMPLICATIONS, and SOLUTIONS will be presented at 7pm (Reception will be held at 6:30pm) at the Anchorage Museum, Anchorage. Join MARTHA ARGUELLO, Executive Director of Physicians for Social Responsibility- Los Angeles, for a powerful presentation on preventing toxic exposures from a public health perspective. She will examine our broken chemical safety system and offer solutions to protect our health and the environment. Lecture is free and parking in the museum garage is free. For more information call 222.7714 or go to http://www.akaction.org/Take_Action/Events.html.

January 12
LIFE CYCLE OF STARS is the program at 7pm at the Campbell Creek Science Center. What are the origins of the building blocks of planets and of life? And could our Sun, or another nearby star, someday turn destructive? Find out all this and more as Dr. ANDY PUCKETT, Planetarium Director and Professor of Physics & Astronomy at UAA, explains how stars constitute a sort of “recycling program” within the Milky Way. Hot drinks provided by Friends of the Campbell Creek Science Center. Stargazing will follow if the skies are clear.

**January 12 (ADDITIONAL INFORMATION)

Two UNIVERSITY OF ALASKA PUBLIC LISTENING SESSIONS will be held on SHAPING ALASKA’S FUTURE 2017 from 11:30am to 1pm and from 5 to 6:30pm in the UAA Campus Library, Room 307. These meetings are part of a series being held across the state. We want to gather fresh information and input from citizens of Alaska who are interested in supporting a vibrant, relevant University of Alaska system that is staying responsive to the needs of students, businesses, employers and communities across the state. The sessions aim to address this question: We are Alaska's colleges and universities—how can we serve you better? The goal of the listening sessions is to gather that input, collate the data into themes and analyze the results to identify ways and means with which the university can improve value and service to our students and to Alaska communities. We are targeting our full effort over a five-year period, through the year 2017, the university's 100th anniversary. A website with more information explaining Shaping Alaska's Future 2017: New Directions for Higher Education and Workforce Development can be found at http://www.alaska.edu/shapingalaskasfuture. Please take a moment to familiarize yourself with this effort, and then make plans to attend.

January 13 - 17
The BOARD OF GAME is meeting at the Anchorage Hilton Hotel. Proposed regulation changes, including PREDATOR CONTROL IMPLEMENTATION PLANS eliminating predator control permits for black bear baiting; responsibilities and authorities of the Department of Fish and Game; nonresident hunting seasons in intensive management areas; and predator control implementation plans for Units 26, 7, 15, and 19. Proposals are available at www.boardofgame.adfg.alaska.gov. Public hearing will begin immediately after staff reports.

**January 15
CLIMATE CHANGE IN ALASKA? will be presented at 2pm at the Eagle River Nature Center. Climate Change and Global Warming are buzzwords in the media – but what is the science behind it? Dr. PETER OLSSON, Alaska State Climatologist, will discuss the assumptions used in climate models. Does the record support Alaskan climate change? Is Alaska warming? Can global climate models really predict regional changes? How about anthropogenic (human-caused) climate change? Free program; $5 parking for non-members

**January 18
WIRES, WIRELESS, AND WILDERNESS--ALASKA'S WAMCATS COMMUNICATION SYSTEM will be presented at 7pm at the Campbell Creek Science Center. Between 1900 and 1936, the United States Army Signal Corps built and operated the Washington Alaska Military Cable and Telegraph System (WAMCATS). Designed as an “all American” communication system connecting Alaska with the rest of the world, the WAMCATS included more than 1,400 miles of telegraph and 2,000 miles of undersea cable by the time it was completed in 1904. It also included two wireless radio stations—the first such stations in the world! Join historical archaeologist MORGAN BLANCHARD for a discussion on the history and archaeology of the WAMCATS. Fireside Chat Lecture Series. Come spend the evening by the fire for a timely tale of science in real life. Hot drinks and cookies provided by Friends of the Campbell Creek Science Center.

**January 19
ANCHORAGE GREEN DRINKS: will be held from 5:30 to 7:30pm at Orso Bar. :Every 3rd Thursday of the month in ANCHORAGE PEOPLE WHO CARE ABOUT SUSTAINABILITY get together at informal gatherings known as Green Drinks. Green Drinks includes a lively mixture of people from NGOs, businesses, academia, government and the local community across political and economic spectra who enjoy the opportunity to chat and network under a broad umbrella. This is a fun way to catch up with people you know and a great way to make new contacts and learn about organizations and individuals interested in all things sustainable. Everyone is welcome to invite someone else along, so there’s always a different crowd, making Green Drinks an organic, self-organizing network. The Green Drinks committee is currently in need of sponsors for the new 2012 format. To become a sponsor or for updated information regarding events check out http://www.greendrinks.org/AK/Anchorageor follow us on Facebook@Anchorage Green Drinks or contact the Green Drinks committee via e-mail at jason_leppi@tws.org.

MEETINGS & EVENTS OUT OF ANCHORAGE
January 6

TYONEK - The TYONEK FISH & GAME ADVISORY COMMITTEE will hold an election meeting at 11 AM at the Tyonek Tribal Center. There are three 3 year seats up. Also on the agenda will be Chairman report, discussion of the Board of Game statewide proposals, Proposal 373 from the BOF shellfish proposals and any other business that may properly come before the committee. For more information contact Al Goozmer at 583-2900. (This meeting was postponed due to weather from the December 2nd date)

January 6

KETCHIKAN -Norwegian Immigrants & Their Effects on Ketchikan will be presented at 7pm at the Southeast Alaska Discovery Center. What brought all those Scandinavians to Ketchikan in the early to mid-1900’s, and did they change the character of the area? Join TANYA ANTONSEN to learn about the Scandinavian immigration to Ketchikan and, just maybe, get a little excited about reconnecting with your own roots! This talk is not limited to people of Scandinavian descent. These informative, entertaining and FREE programs address the people and natural resources of Alaska.

**January 7

HATCHER PASS ROAD - 8TH ANNUAL WINTER TRAILS DAY will be held from 10:30am to 3pm at Mile 10.6 Hatcher Pass Road and Upper Mountain. It’s free, it’s fun, it’s a great day! Cross country skis and snowshoes (and a demo) provided by REI • 10:30am to Noon - Beginner Classic Nordic Ski instruction with Mat-Su Ski Club; 11:30am to 12:30pm Beginner Snowshoe instruction; Noon to 2pm - Beginner skating clinic with Mat-Su Ski Club; 1:30 to 2:00pm - Avalanche Rescue Beacon demo; 2 to 2:30 .pm - Fat Bike demo with Mark Gronewald; 2:30 to 3pm - Ski Joring Demo ~ bring your dogs and gear. The sledding hill is open all day for sliding fun - hot refreshments, warming barrels, and restrooms are provided. Bring your family, a lunch, and enjoy the day with some great outdoor fun! For additional information contact Warren Templin at 745-9690 or wtemplin@matsugov.us. 

**January 7 & 8 and following Saturday & Sundays throughout the winter

DENALI NATIONAL PARK - Park rangers invite the public to join them in exploring the park on weekend hikes this winter. The hikes will be done on snowshoes when snow conditions are

favorable. Hikers will meet at 1pm at the Murie Science and Learning Center (MSLC), located at Mile 1.3 on the Park Road just west of the traffic circle. The hikes will take place on trails in the park’s entrance area, providing opportunities to experience and learn about the winter environment of the park and interior Alaska. A limited number of snowshoes are available for use during the hike, and those interested in participating are encouraged to bring their own equipment. The hikes will last for 2 to 3 hours. Participants are advised to dress warmly and bring lunch or snacks. The hikes will not take place if temperatures are colder than -10ÂºF. The Murie Science and Learning Center is a source of information and inspiration for winter visitors wishing to experience and learn more about the park. A winter trails map depicting ski and snowshoe routes of varying difficulties and lengths is available for those who want to explore the park on their own. Plug-ins are available in the parking lot. The MSLC is open

daily from 9am to 4pm. Denali National Park and Preserve collects an entrance fee year-round. The

entrance fee of $10 per person is good for seven days (visitors age 15 or younger are free).Interagency Federal Recreation Passes such as the Annual, Senior, and Access Pass, and the Denali Annual Pass are also valid for entry into the park and can be purchased at the MSLC. Additional information on winter activities is available at www.nps.gov/dena/planyourvisit/winter-activities.htm or by calling (907) 683-9532 from 9am to 4pm.

January 9 (ADDITIONAL INFORMATION)

DILLINGHAM - Roundtable Events: OCEAN ACIDIFICATION AND ALASKA FISHERIES will be held at the Dillingham Senior Center from 6:30 to 8:30pm to discuss the potential and actual impacts of ocean acidification on Alaska fisheries and livelihoods. Presentation and Roundtable Discussion will be led by Dr. JEREMY MATHIS. For more information, please contact Rachel Donkersloot at rachel@akmarine.org or 907-277-5362.

January 9

ANDERSON - MIDDLE NENANA FISH AND GAME ADVISORY COMMITTEE will meet and hold an election at 6pm in the Anderson Lion's Club. Agenda items will include: • Discus formulating Advisory Committee bylaw on residency/boundary’s of AC members; • Election of 3 Clear/Anderson Seats and 2 Alternate seats; • Begin commenting on Interior BOG Proposals; and • Elect representative to attend Statwide BOG. For further information contact Nissa Pilcher at 907.459.7263, Fax 907.459.7258, or email nissa.pilcher@alaska.gov.

**January 9

FAIRBANKS - AUTUMN BIRD MIGRATION ON MIDDLETON ISLAND will be presented by LUKE DECICCO at 7pm in the Noel Wien Library Auditorium at the Arctic Audubon meeting. Middleton Island, located 130 km south of Cordova in the Gulf of Alaska represents a unique location to observe fall migration across the Gulf of Alaska. This poorly known over-water migration route was the focus of work conducted in the 1980s by the University of Alaska Museum and in 2011 by the US Fish and Wildlife Service. These fall seasons on Middleton Island were focused on determining the presence or absence of an over-water migration route across the Gulf of Alaska and identifying the species that use this route. Work in 2011 expanded into determining how passerines respond to weather patterns in the Gulf during their fall migration. Luke will present his findings from the work in fall 2011 as well as an overview of the phenomenal bird migration on this island.

**January 10

WASILLA - WASILLA SOIL & WATER CONSERVATION DISTRICT BOARD will hold its regular monthly meeting 10am at the Wasilla SWCD Office. Cooperators and the public are encouraged to attend. Proposed agenda includes:-Agency reports, -Public comments, Dennis De Young cooperator agreement, Glen Holt resignation letter, Election results, Election of officers, Envirothon letter. For more information, please contact Carolyn Weimer, District Manager, 357-4563 ext. 103, or email carolyn@wasillaswcd.org..

January 10

KOTZEBUE - UNIVERSITY OF ALASKA public listening session, SHAPING ALASKA’S FUTURE 2017, will be held at 1:30pm at the Chukchi Campus. University leaders will ask students, faculty, staff, business leaders and employers, elected officials, alumni, donors, K-12 partners and community members HOW THE UA SYSTEM CAN BECOME MORE PRODUCTIVE AND ALIGNED WITH PRIORITIES of students, employers and the people of the state. Answers for each campus and region will be different. Alaska, like the UA System, is too big for “one size fits all.” The Strategic Directions Committee wants your ideas for effectiveness and efficiencies at the University of Alaska. To take the survey, go to http://www.alaska.edu/shapingalaskasfuture/submit-your-ideas/.

January 11

NOME - UNIVERSITY OF ALASKA public listening session, SHAPING ALASKA’S FUTURE 2017, will be held from Noon to 5pm in the Northwest Campus Conference. University leaders will ask students, faculty, staff, business leaders and employers, elected officials, alumni, donors, K-12 partners and community members HOW THE UA SYSTEM CAN BECOME MORE PRODUCTIVE AND ALIGNED WITH PRIORITIES of students, employers and the people of the state. Answers for each campus and region will be different. Alaska, like the UA System, is too big for “one size fits all.” The Strategic Directions Committee wants your ideas for effectiveness and efficiencies at the University of Alaska. To take the survey, go to http://www.alaska.edu/shapingalaskasfuture/submit-your-ideas/.

January 11

FAIRBANKS - Public meeting will be held from 6 to 7pm at the Morris Thompson Cultural and Visitors Center to discuss the CHENA HOT SPRINGS RESORT MASTER PLAN ALTERNATIVES. Comments have been gathered over the past couple months and used to design a series of alternative development concepts. Join the North Star Borough for a presentation of alternative concepts about what activities could take place there. Additional information is located at http://www.co.fairbanks.ak.us/landmanagement/CHSBP.

January 11

RUBY - RUBY FISH AND GAME ADVISORY COMMITTEE will meet at 4pm in the Ruby Tribal Council. Agenda items will include: Comment on the Interior BOG proposals and Discuss potential proposals to submit for the Arctic/Yukon/Kuskokwim BOG meeting. For further information contact Nissa Pilcher at 907.459.7263, Fax 907.459.7258 or email nissa.pilcher@alaska.gov.

**January 12

JUNEAU - NATURALIST GUIDING IN SOUTHEAST AK ON THE CRUISE SHIP DISNEY WONDER will be presented by DOUG JONES, Naturalist and accomplished wildlife photographer at 7pm in the UAS Egan Building, Lecture Hall, Room 112 at the Juneau Audubon meeting. During the summer of 2011 a group of ten Juneau naturalists and biologists were offered the opportunity to travel on the cruise ship Disney Wonder and give presentations on our home here in Southeast Alaska. The US Forest Service agreed to supply a person for any weeks not committed by other local naturalists. Doug Jones ended up being the US Forest Service employee doing presentations to passengers onboard the Disney Wonder for seven weeks last summer. Doug will describe his experiences on the cruise ship last summer including birds he saw and observations on how the experience worked from his perspective.

**January 12

HOMER -CONFRONTING TOXICS: CHEMICALS FROM EVERYDAY PRODUCTS IN PEOPLE, HEALTH IMPLICATIONS, AND SOLUTIONS will be presented from 6:30 to 8:30pm at the Islands and Ocean Visitor Center (Reception at 6:30; lecture at 7). Join MARTHA ARGUELLO, Executive Director of Physicians for Social Responsibility- Los Angeles, for a powerful presentation on preventing toxic exposures from a public health perspective. She will examine our broken chemical safety system and offer solutions to protect our health and the environment. Martha’s presentation is part of a Environmental Reproductive Health Lecture Series and is titled, Confronting Toxics: Chemicals in Everyday Products, Health Implications and Solutions. This is a free lecture and open to the public sponsored by Alaska Community Action on Toxics, Alaska Run for Women. For more information call 222.7714. 

**January 12

COPPER CENTER - The KENNY LAKE SOIL & WATER CONSERVATION DISTRICT BOARD will meet at 7 at the Copper Center Grizzly Pizza. Cooperators and the public are encouraged to attend. Proposed agenda includes: -Election of officers and Envirothon letter. There will be an opportunity for public comment. For more information, please contact Carolyn Weimer, Interim District Manager, 357-4563 ext. 103, or email carolyn@wasillaswcd.org.
**January 12

SITKA - The SITKA FISH AND GAME ADVISORY COMMITTEE will be meet at 6:30pm in the Sage Building. They will be discussing the Southeast/Yakutat Finfish Proposals to come before the Board of Fisheries in Ketchikan in February. Anyone interested is encouraged to attend. For further information please call Tad Fujioka, Chairman, at 747-2915 or Scott Crass, Regional Coordinator, at 465.4046

**January 13

KETCHIKAN - THE GREATEST GOOD (Part 1) will be shown at 7pm at the Southeast Alaska Discovery Center The FOREST SERVICE CENTENNIAL FILM frames the epic story of the struggle to manage a nation’s resources amid global change. The Fight for Conservation (1864-1910) features an era of unchecked exploitation as a new breed of leaders emerges with radical ideas about using the nation’s resources for the benefit of all. In Building the System (1911-1940) the Forest Service invents the tools and policies to manage public lands. Firefighting and outdoor recreation emerge as important functions of the agency. For more information, contact Leslie Swada at 907.617.7746 (cell) or Fax 907.228.6234.

**January 15

SITKA - ADAM ANDIS from the Sitka Conservation Society will discuss the Sitka Community Wilderness Stewardship Project at 5:30pm at the Kettleson Memorial Library. The project seeks to involve the community to monitor on-the-ground conditions in local Wilderness Areas. In the summer of 2011, the SCS Wilderness Crew spent countless hours bushwhacking in the field, including pioneering a new route across Baranof Island. The route paralleled the southern boundary of South Baranof Wilderness Area and followed two watersheds from sea to source. To cover the terrain, the team used packrafts, lightweight backpacking techniques, and lots of chocolate. Learn a little bit more about your local Wilderness areas and join in the expedition Across the Island! To read the full report of the trip go to http://sitkawild.org/2011/12/wilderness-expedition-cross-baranof/.

**January 17

FAIRBANKS - CLIMATE CHANGE LECTURE will be presented by JOHN WALSH from 7 to 9pm in the UAF Schaible Auditorium. John Walsh has studied recent climatic change in the polar regions, particularly as they are affected by interactions between sea ice and the atmosphere. He has synthesized several decades of sea ice data to evaluate trends of ice coverage. More recently, he has become involved in the synthesis of climate model output to obtain projections of climate change in the Alaska Region. Among Walsh’s other scientific interests are the hydrologic cycle in polar regions, large-scale snow variability, and the arctic performance of global climate models. For additional information please contact, Felicia Burud, at fjburud@alaska.edu.

**January 18

DELTA - The DELTA FISH AND GAME ADVISORY COMMITTEE will hold a public meeting at 6:30pm in the Delta City Hall Conference Room. Agenda items will include Discussion of the Interior Region BOG Proposals. For further information contact Nissa Pilcher at 907.459.7263, Fax 907.459.7258, or email nissa.pilcher@alaska.gov.

**January 18

PILOT POINT - The LOWER BRISTOL BAY FISH & GAME ADVISORY COMMITTEE at 11am at the Pilot Point City Chamber of Commerce in order to hear public comments on issues, concerns and discussion comments and prepare comments on proposals for the Board of Game and Board of Fisheries. All public is invited and encouraged to attend this meeting. To see the proposals that are under consideration by the board’s, go to http://www.boards.adfg.state.ak.us/. For more information, contact:

Alissa.Joseph@Alaska.gov or (907) 543-2709 or Fax: (907) 543-2021

**January 18

EDNA BAY - The EDNA BAY FISH AND GAME ADVISORY COMMITTEE will meet at 5pm at the Edna Bay School to discuss and provide comment for the SE & Yakutat Board of Fisheries Finfish Proposals. If we are not able to finish the comment session that evening, a second meeting will be scheduled for February 01 to complete our review. Anyone interested in any of these issues is encouraged to attend. For further information, please contact Shannon Stone, Regional Coordinator, at 465.6097

**January 18

WASILLA - The Alaska Railroad will hold an open house from 4 to 6:30pm at Evangelo’s Restaurant to discuss the PORT MACKENZIE RAIL CONSTRUCTION. The federal Surface Transportation Board (STB) issued its decision to allow construction and operation of the Port MacKenzie Railroad Extension for the construction to begin on a 32-mile link from the mainline of the Alaska Railroad near Houston to Port MacKenzie. The first construction bid is scheduled to open in December, and will construct five miles of rail embankment north of Port MacKenzie. A second construction bid package for six miles of rail embankment is planned to go out in February. The existing state funding will be used for these two segments. The Borough is requesting $60 million in state appropriations for FY2013. This new funding and funding to date would complete two-thirds of the entire rail embankment..For more information call Borough Public Affairs Director Patty Sullivan at 907.355-0103 psullivan@matsugov.us or ARRC Corporate Communications Officer Stephenie Wheeler with the Alaska Railroad at 907.265-2671, wheelers@akrr.com.
**January 19

FAIRBANKS - The FAIRBANKS FISH AND GAME ADVISORY COMMITTEE will hold a public meeting at 7pm at Pikes Waterfront Lodge, in the Binkley Room. Agenda items will include: • Presentation from ADFG on 20B moose; • Start off by asking all of those in favor of these hunts to stand, then opposed, comments from the public on 20B antlerless hunts only (members of the public will be instructed to focus comments on new information); • Game sub-committee report on 20B antlerless moose hunts reauthorization; • Presentation from ADFG on 20A moose; • 15 min question. Start off by asking all of those in favor of these hunts to stand, then opposed, comments from the public on 20A antlerless hunts only (members of the public will be instructed to focus comments on new information); • Game sub-committee report on 20A antlerless moose hunts reauthorization; and • AC deliberation on 20B & 20A antlerless reauthorization, and vote. For further information contact Nissa Pilcher at 907.459.7263, Fax 907.459.7258, or email nissa.pilcher@alaska.gov.

**January 20 (TELECONFERENCE AVAILABLE)

KETCHIKAN - The KETCHIKAN FISH AND GAME ADVISORY COMMITTEE will meet at 6pm in the Fish and Game conference room. They will be discussing the Southeast/Yakutat Finfish Proposals to come before the Board of Fisheries in Ketchikan in February. Anyone interested is encouraged to attend. Teleconference services will be available for those who would like to call in. For further information please call John Scoblic, Chairman, at 617.6506 or Shannon Stone, Regional Coordinator, at 465.6097

**January 20 & 21
FAIRBANKS - INTERIOR ALASKA GREEN STAR’S ELECTRONICS RECYCLING DEPOT will be open to collect your old and unwanted electronics for recycling. Collections are held at the Alaska Waste Recycling Center, 3050 Phillips Field Road, west of Peger Road from 10am to 4pm both days. Fees will be charged for some items to cover the costs of recycling and hazardous waste disposal. Or more information about this and other recycling programs, go to www.iagreenstar.org, or contact info@iagreenstar.org or 452-4152. The Electronics Recycling Depot is sponsored in part by Design Alaska.

ITEMS OF INTEREST
**MOUNTAIN BIKING & HIKING IN THE MAT SU VALLEY has been produced by the Valley Mountain Bikers and Hikers (VMBaH) as a guide to some of their favorite mountain biking and hiking trails in the valley. In it you will find information on 20 trails located throughout the valley with color maps and photographs. The guide includes some winter trails and tips on winter biking too. The cost is $14.95, and they are available at Backcountry Bikes, Fireweed Books and Active Soles in Palmer; and Pandemonium Books in Wasilla. This is a fundraiser for VMBaH. For more information, go to www.vmbah.org.

Updated ANCHORAGE TO ZERO WASTE (A TO Z) GUIDE is available at http://www.muni.org/Departments/SWS/Documents/AtoZGuide_fall2011web.pdf 
INTENSIVE MANAGEMENT PROTOCOL, a new publication outlining procedures used by the Alaska Department of Fish and Game to implement the laws on intensive management is now available at www.adfg.alaska.gov/index.cfm?adfg=intensivemanagement.main. The document provides an overview of legal, biological, social, and economic factors that we consider when ADF&g develops intensive management programs. The statutes on intensive management were adopted by the legislature in 1994. The law requires the Board of Game to establish population and harvest objectives for moose, caribou, and deer populations in specific areas identified to be managed for high levels of harvest. If the Board restricts harvests in intensive management areas, it must also adopt regulations designed to restore harvests through management actions such as predator control and improvement of habitat. The law allows exceptions if the Board determines that intensive management would be ineffective for scientific reasons, inappropriate due to land ownership patterns, or against the best interest of subsistence uses. The

document outlines the protocol used by department staff in developing and implementing intensive management programs. For more information, contact Tom Paragi at 907-459-7327 or email tom.paragi@alaska.gov.

CALL FOR PAPERS for the WESTERN ALASKA INTERDISCIPLINARY SCIENCE CONFERENCE for their meeting scheduled for March 28 to 30 in Dillingham. Conference attendees will include the local public, teachers, students, agency professionals, and University of Alaska Fairbanks researchers. Topics for presentations are fisheries, mining, sustainable energy, science and traditional ecological knowledge, ecosystem health, math and science education, and municipal waste disposal. For more information, contact Carol Kaynor, Alaska Sea Grant web coordinator, at (907) 474-6705, email carol.kaynor@alaska.edu, or go to http://seagrant.uaf.edu/conferences/waisc/.

The CALL FOR PAPERS is for presentations at the NATIONAL MARINE EDUCATORS ASSOCIATION CONFERENCE, to be held June 24 to 28, 2012 in Anchorage. The conference will bring together educators, scientists, students, and resource managers from across the nation to share ideas for teaching about the world of water. Four major themes are science and art; science and culture, including traditional knowledge and western science; science and technology; and large marine ecosystem science and education. Alaska Sea Grant marine education specialist Marilyn Sigman is chair of the conference steering committee, and Education Services manager Kurt Byers is on the committee. For information about the conference and the call for papers go to http://www.coseealaska.net/nmeaconference2012/.

ALASKA COMMUNITY ACTION ON TOXICS (ACAT), a statewide environmental health and justice organization promoting the reduction of toxics, is now OFFERING A GREEN CLEANING SERVICE TO HOMES AND BUSINESSES IN THE ANCHORAGE AREA. The service is a mission-related business, which means that a key purpose is to inform people about safe alternatives to toxic cleaning products while offering a service to the community. ACAT uses only cleaning supplies that have been verified by in-house researchers to be nontoxic. These include commercial cleaners, such as Seventh Generation and Waxie brands, as well as basic cleaning ingredients including baking soda, vinegar and lemon juice. ACAT cleaning staff pays special attention to effective dust removal since some persistent chemicals bind to dust. The service to businesses includes dusting (windowsills, baseboards, furnishings, window blinds), cleaning and vacuuming floors and carpets, cleaning kitchens and bathrooms, and emptying trash. Call ACAT at (907)222-7714 for more information about services. A donation of $25/hour/worker is suggested and all profits go to ACAT's programs. ACAT also offers GREEN-CLEANING WORKSHOPS IN THE FORM OF HOUSE PARTIES to teach residents about green cleaning and personal care. Call 222-7714 for more information about this program.

A great new Office of Response and Restoration (NOAA) ARCTIC OIL SPILL PLANNING AND PREPAREDNESS IN KOTZEBUE: 500 MILES FROM HELP, PREPARING FOR THE WORST IN A REMOTE ARCTIC VILLAGE is available at http://usresponserestoration.wordpress.com/2011/12/09/preparing-oil-spills-arctic-village-kotzebue-alaska/.

ALASKA COMMUNITY ACTION ON TOXICS (ACAT) is now OFFERING A GREEN CLEANING SERVICE TO HOMES AND BUSINESSES IN THE ANCHORAGE AREA. The service is a mission-related business, which means that a key purpose is to inform people about safe alternatives to toxic cleaning products while offering a service to the community. ACAT uses only cleaning supplies that have been verified by in-house researchers to be nontoxic. These include commercial cleaners, such as Seventh Generation and Waxie brands, as well as basic cleaning ingredients including baking soda, vinegar and lemon juice. ACAT cleaning staff pays special attention to effective dust removal since some persistent chemicals bind to dust. The service to businesses includes dusting (windowsills, baseboards, furnishings, window blinds), cleaning and vacuuming floors and carpets, cleaning kitchens and bathrooms, and emptying trash. Call ACAT at (907)222-7714 for more information about services. A donation of $25/hour/worker is suggested and all profits go to ACAT's programs. ACAT also offers green-cleaning workshops in the form of house parties to teach residents about green cleaning and personal care. Call 222-7714 for more information about this program. 

HILLSIDE'S HOME AND LANDOWNERS ORGANIZATION (HALO) just released a REPORT ON THE WELL WATER QUALITY ON THE HILLSIDE. It is an impressive report posted here: http://anchoragehalo.org/groundwaterquality.html.

ON THIN ICE is an article on the PLIGHT OF WALRUSES IN THE CHUKCHI SEA about how climate change is affecting walruses, and the research trying to discover where new important habitat is available at http://www.audubonmagazine.org/articles/climate/thin-ice.

Federal land management agencies in Alaska, together with the Alaska Dept. of Transportation & Public Facilities (ADOT&PF), are undertaking a pioneering EFFORT to DEVELOP a MULTI-AGENCY LONG RANGE TRANSPORTATION PLAN (LRTP) for FEDERAL LANDS in the state. This plan will facilitate the strategic identification and prioritization of transportation infrastructure and systems needed. The draft Alaska Federal Lands LRTP is available at http://parkplanning.nps.gov/document.cfm?parkID=1&projectID=39393&documentID=43975. This LRTP is being developed to help Federal land managers to make better funding decisions for transportation facilities that provide access to and within public lands in Alaska. This document will serve as a tool to collectively engage the various agencies on how they can work together to set statewide transportation priorities and leverage funds to meet transportation needs for Alaska's Federal public lands. The draft NPS Alaska Region LRTP identifies transportation issues and sets priorities for parks in the Alaska Region in a drop-down plan to the interagency umbrella plan. March 12 is the deadline for comments.

SAVE the DATES - June 24 - 28, 2012

ANCHORAGE NATIONAL MARINE EDUCATORS ASSOCIATION CONFERENCE (Co-hosted by the NAME, the Northwest Aquatic and Marine Educators chapter, and COSEE-AK, the Alaska Center for Ocean Science Education) will be held UAA and other field trip locations. Conference strands will focus on science and art, science and culture, science and technology, and Large Marine Ecosystem science and education, with a special emphasis on integrating traditional knowledge and western marine and aquatic science education. RAY TROLL has been confirmed as the conference artist and Stegner Lecturer. Look for the call for proposals beginning December 1 and the opportunity to pre-registration beginning on January 16, 2012. For more conference details, go to www.nmeaweb.org . If you are interested in volunteering to help, contact one of the conference organizers: Robin Dublin (robin.dublin@coseealaska.org), Marilyn Sigman (msigman@alaska.edu) or Bill/Sean Hastie (hastiestuff@mac.com).

INTERNSHIPS
The ALASKA SEALIFE CENTER is sponsoring AN INTERNSHIP PROGRAM FOR COLLEGE STUDENTS OR RECENT GRADUATES who are interested in gaining an educational experience in a world-class marine facility. ASLC internships offer a well-rounded, educational experience working in a variety of areas within the Center. Depending on the type of internship, duties may include assisting aquarium, avian or marine mammal staff with animal husbandry tasks; helping with marine-related research projects as well as teaching and/or preparing lessons in our education department. Interns will be required to participate in a variety of areas and all interns are required to participate to some extent in the interpretive aspects of our operation. Please visit our website at, http://www.alaskasealife.org/New/about-ASLC/index.php?page=internship-program.php, for details and to apply.

INTERN OPPORTUNITIES 2012 in Homer. Application deadline January 23. 

ENVIRONMENTAL EDUCATION INTERN April-May. Positions available are geared towards college seniors and recent college graduates. A great way to get your foot in the door in Environmental Education! Begin the season by shadowing, training, and helping with programs for the first month and then share the lead on programs in May. Programs based out of Peterson Bay Coastal Science Field Station and the Kasitsna Bay Laboratory across from Homer, AK. Train as a residential instructor/group leader for Alaska Coastal Ecology and Onboard Oceanography program field trips and activities for school groups, grades 4-12. Duties will include instruction, leading beach and forest hikes, and performing routine maintenance of aquaria. Field sites include Kachemak Bay, rocky intertidal areas of outstanding diversity, a coastal forest trail system, and salt and freshwater wetlands. Requires knowledge of basic intertidal, marine, and forest ecology; experience instructing and organizing school groups or children, good physical condition, and ability to live and work in a residential situation with school groups and other staff. Alaska or similar experience and experience with stocking and maintaining salt water aquaria preferred. Two positions available. $1,000/mo +housing. For more information, contact Jenni Medley, School Programs Coordinator, at (907) 235-6714 or Fax: (907) 235-6668.

EDUCATION INTERNSHIP for the 2012 SUMMER SEASON at the MURIE SCIENCE & LEARNING CENTER DENALI NATIONAL PARK & PRESERVE for administrative duties, front desk operations, and program logistics for multi-day seminars. As the summer progresses, opportunities for guiding multi-day seminars and presenting educational programs may arise. The educational program opportunities include science-based presentations and activities in the MSLC building. On multi-day seminars, interns may serve as ‘guide staff’ and play a lead role in group management, driving, safety, leave-no-trace practices, field camp management, cooking, and logistics. Other summer projects may include development of science information for the public, management of field camp food inventory, vehicle cleaning, maintaining communication devices used in the field, hosting evening lecture/workshops, program/prop development, and field camp maintenance. Interns work with a mentor, have monthly performance reviews, and have opportunities to learn and experience other aspects of Denali National Park & Preserve based on interest. Intern works a 14-18 week summer season (between mid May and early September) with a 40-hours per week schedule. Housing is provided. Internship includes a travel stipend, room and board, and a weekly stipend. To learn more about our programs and operations, visit at www.alaskageographic.org and www.murieslc.org. Qualifications Include:lain  Ability to deal with logistical challenges and multi-task, Camping and guiding experience, Wilderness First Aid (or higher) and CPR certifications, Excellent communication and group management skills, Being responsive to visitor questions and needs, Public speaking experience, Experience teaching adult and/or kid populations, Naturalist/Environmental Education experience, Knowledge of wildlife, and research and the natural history of the Sub-Arctic, and Computer skills. To Apply: Email a letter of interest, a resume, and contact information for three references to: employment@murieslc.org The application deadline is January 13. Applicants wishing to be considered for both positions, Science Educator (see Positions Available below) and Education Intern may specify this in one letter of interest. There is no need to send two application packets

VOLUNTEERS OPPORTUNITIES
DENALI EDUCATION CENTER SEEKS NEW BOARD MEMBERS. The Denali Education Center board is composed of a dedicated group of individuals who actively work to fulfill the Denali Education Center’s mission to foster understanding and appreciation of Denali through informative and inspiring programs. A park partner, Denali Education Center offers youth programs in Denali National Park through the Murie Science and Learning Center. The board supports and oversees Denali Education Center operations, finances and staff, and engages in strategic planning that contributes to the organization’s success. People eager to work on furthering the Denali Education Center’s mission are encouraged to apply. Denali Education Center will hold an election for board members in April, 2012. To learn more about our programs, visit www.denali.org. To apply, review the Board Member Position Description and submit a completed Board Member Application Form to Toby Smith, Denali Education Center, P.O. Box 212, Denali Park AK, 99755 or email it to tobydsmith@hotmail.com. For more information, contact Board Chair Toby Smith at (907) 317-5726 or tobydsmith@hotmail.com. The deadline for submitting your name is March 31.

WOMEN OF SCIENCE, GIRL SCOUT'S STEM PROGRAM to be held on February 4th need volunteers to help inspire over 1,000 girls coming to UAA to experience hands-on programs to learn about Science, Technology, Engineering and Math careers. Come and join an amazing team of Presenters who connect with 20 girls in a college classroom for 30-45 minutes to engage them in learning more about their world, and their place in it. Contact Kay Shoemaker at Girl Scouts of Alaska: (907) 273-0393 or kshoemaker@girlscoutsalaska.org for more information.

FAIRBANKS - INTERIOR ALASKA GREEN STAR is SEEKING NEW MEMBERS FOR ITS BOARD OF DIRECTORS. If you care about promoting green living, recycling, and community sustainability, this is the position for you. We are looking for energetic, creative, and enthusiastic people to support Interior Alaska Green Star’s mission to encourage households and businesses to practice waste reduction, energy conservation and pollution prevention. Benefits of becoming a board member include forming meaningful and lasting connections in the community, contributing to the impact Interior Alaska Green Star makes in our community, and supporting locally-based sustainable practices. If this sounds good to you, we would love to hear from you! For more detailed information about the time commitment and required duties, please visit: www.iagreenstar.org/participate/join-the-board for links to additional information, or email us at info@iagreenstar.org.

MAT-SU/COPPER BASIN AREA CITIZENS ADVISORY BOARD MEMBERS are needed. Each member's term is three years, with an option to renew. Board members are recruited from the community at large to represent the various recreational, historical, and cultural resource interests in a balanced manner for the Division of Parks and Outdoor Recreation. The Citizen Advisory Board members fulfill an important role of communication between Alaska State Parks and Mat-Su/Copper Basin communities. In the past year, the board considered issues such as the Hatcher Pass Management Area Plan Revision, the South Denali Project development, Fishhook Hydroelectric Projects, and cell towers in Denali State Park. This year the board will be working on the Nancy Lake State Recreation Area Management Plan update, the Denali State Park Trails Plan, and capital improvement projects in the Mat-Su/Copper Basin Area. Each fall, the board assists with a legislative briefing for the Mat-Su Legislative Delegation. Board meetings are held September through May, on the second Tuesday of each month, at the Wasilla Middle School Library. Members from outlying areas can attend meetings telephonically. The board welcomes the public to attend its monthly meetings. Go to http://dnr.alaska.gov/parks/misc/brdappgeneric.pdf for the on-line PDF application. Applications are also available at the state parks office at 7278 East Bogard Road in Wasilla. For more information, contact the Park office at 745-8935.

Applications are currently being accepted for position(s) on the BIRD TREATMENT AND LEARNING CENTER BOARD of DIRECTORS. We are seeking energetic and enthusiastic individuals with financial, engineering and/or fundraising expertise. Candidates will be considered for openings available in December 2011. Please consider joining the Bird Treatment and Learning Center board to support the work of rehabilitating injured, orphaned and sick wild birds and providing experiential, dynamic and science based education programs to the public. This is a working board; so please apply only if you have the time and commitment to be an active participant. To apply send letter of interest and background to execdirect@birdtlc.net.

Seeking PRESENTERS: FOR THE ANCHORAGE SCIENCE PUB (ASP) to be held at 4pm starting on Sunday, January 8, 2012, at TapRoot and will continue on second Sundays thereafter. In the tradition of similar long-running science pubs in Oregon, Washington, Wisconsin and other states, ASP’s coordinating committee is currently seeking presenters who will help Alaskans quench their thirsty minds and bodies with brief, plain-language PRESENTATIONS AND DISCUSSION OF RELEVANT SCIENCE TOPICS. Welcome are those with little science background, self-identified “science geeks,” and everyone in between but most especially those with curiosity and a sense of humor! No admission charge or RSVP but seating is limited. Presentations are 30 minutes in length followed by questions/answers and discussion. Presenters earn beverage/dinner token and the adulation of their audience. For more details and to request a Presenter Application, contact ASP at anchoragesciencepub@gmail.com.

POSITIONS AVAILABLE
 **REGIONAL SUPERVISOR for the Dept. of Fish & Game, DIVISION OF WILDLIFE CONSERVATION. This position will lead wildlife management programs for Region II, which includes communities around South-central Alaska like Anchorage, Kodiak, Kenai Peninsula, and Cordova. This position is located in the Anchorage Regional Office and has a regional staff of 36 professional, technical, and administrative positions and four area offices. Program emphasis includes wildlife management and research activities primarily on moose, bear, caribou, wolf, sheep, goat, elk, deer, and furbearers. The primary responsibilities of the position include, but are not limited to: Overseeing approximately $4.9 million, comprised primarily from state and federal sources; Working cooperatively with state agencies, elected officials, municipal governments, federal agencies, and non-profit organizations engaged in wildlife conservation activities within the region; Serving as a member of the Division's senior management team, which determines program direction and recommends policy for wildlife programs statewide; Serving as a liaison to the Board of Game for developing and modifying hunting regulations that affect the region. Significant management issues in this region include the following: human/wildlife interactions (primarily bears and moose in urban areas), wildlife sanctuaries, state game refuge land, and intensive management programs. Region II was comprised of eight area offices, but a recent reorganization created two distinct organizational units, each with four offices. Travel to urban and rural communities is associated with these activities, mostly by commercial or charter air carriers. The ideal candidate will possess some or all of the following knowledge, skills, abilities, and experience (All of the following traits must be documented in your applicant profile and cover letter. Failure to document your relevant experience with each trait may jeopardize your chances of receiving an interview. If you don't have experience with one or more of the traits listed below, simply say so.):Experience with wildlife management and the aim of balancing the needs of wildlife with the needs of people; Expertise in managing human/wildlife conflicts around urban environments; Experience with researching wildlife species to support management programs; Experience with regulatory boards and developing regulations and policy; Experience with interagency coordination; Experience with public relations; Experience with personnel supervision; Experience with fiscal management of budgets. For full notice, go to http://notes3.state.ak.us/wa/postapps.nsf/3fce5e59a6a3b75189256443007a8ed2/0fa4eb393760b9338925797400636b24?OpenDocument. Deadline for application, January 30.

The ALASKA CENTER FOR CLIMATE ASSESSMENT AND POLICY (www.accap.uaf.edu) seeks a qualified RESEARCH PROFESSIONAL in our multi-disciplinary organization. Research will include climate change information needs assessment and analysis specific to Alaska including comparison of research needs identified by state and federal agencies and Tribal governments. Needs assessment will span a range of sectors including ecology, public infrastructure, cryoshere hazards, forestry, and hydrology. Successful applicants will have strong written and oral communication skills as well as interest in climate change impacts and adaptation in Alaska and experience in interdisciplinary research and peer review publication. This is a term funded position subject to availability of funds. Apply on-line at: www.uakjobs.com/applicants/Central?quickFind=76020. Open until filled. For information about the position please contact Sarah Trainor at sarah.trainor@alaska.edu.

SPATIAL ECOLOGIST for THE NATURE CONSERVANCY IN ALASKA seeks a broadly trained scientist with expertise in Geographic Information Systems (GIS) and a background in salmon biology, freshwater ecology, hydrology, watershed analysis, ecological risk assessment or related field, to support planning and decision-making for conservation of wild salmon ecosystems in Alaska. This position requires a blend of technical science expertise, exceptional writing skills and clear interpersonal communication. The Alaska program is currently focused in 3 project areas: Southeast Alaska; the Matanuska-Susitna watersheds; and Bristol Bay. Specific objectives for this position include spatial analysis and applied research to improve understanding of ecological systems that support salmon, development and management of spatial datasets, and production of GIS maps to inform decision-making. This is a full-time, permanent position with benefits, and may be located in Juneau or Anchorage. Applications must be submitted online at www.nature.org/careers (search for the position by the keyword “Alaska”) by midnight January 15th. Contact David Albert at dalbert@tnc.org for more information.

CONSERVATION COORDINATOR for THE NATURE CONSERVANCY in ALASKA for a six month position that will provide administrative, research, writing, project management and other assistance to conservation staff in the Alaska and Canada Programs. This position will support projects for the Canada Program, the Alaska Mat-Su Program and several statewide projects. Examples of projects include coordination of our land management program, maintaining program files and websites, managing communications with partners, working with marketing and communications staff and providing research and project management assistance to conservation staff. The position requires excellent writing, communication, outreach and organizational skills. Applications must be submitted online at www.nature.org/careers (search for the position by the keyword “Alaska”) by midnight January 15th. Contact Bridget Paule at bpaule@tnc.org for more information.

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR for the NORTHERN ALASKA ENVIRONMENTAL CENTER (NAEC) location: Fairbanks seeds an energetic leader and experienced manager with political acumen and broad familiarity with environmental issues. The successful candidate will demonstrate a solid and long-standing conservation ethic and an ability to inspire, collaborate with and supervise a staff of seven; fundraise successfully in a variety of contexts; and communicate effectively with donors, members and the media. Excellent oral and written skills are a prerequisite, as is an ability to develop collaborative, solutions-based outcomes within our local community and with state and national conservation partners. Compensation: Salary: $56,000 - $70,000 per year DOE. Benefits: health insurance, paid vacation and sick leave (after probationary period); exempt status. Negotiable incentives for outstanding performance and/or longevity. Application process: Send resume, cover letter, and complete contact information for three professional references to wdharrison@alaska.edu with subject line: NAEC ED application_Last name_First name. Please convert all attachments to PDF format. Include in your cover letter your qualifications for this position and a statement (1,000 words max) on the following topic: NAEC’s organizational vision states, “We envision a naturally thriving, biologically and culturally diverse, wildlands-rich, sustainable, inspiring and thoughtfully protected northern Alaska, forever.” This vision leaves considerable room for a strong leader, working with the board and staff, to create effective strategies for addressing opportunities and challenges in northern Alaska. What makes you this leader?

Start date: May 1, 2012. Review of applications will begin Feb 13, but applications will be accepted until the position is filled. In addition to references provided by the applicant, NAEC reserves the right to make additional inquiries or to contact any person listed on the applicant’s resume for a reference. To see the full description and apply here go to http://northern.org/about-us/job-opportunities/executive-director-job-opening.

DEVELOPMENT/ASSISTANT DIRECTOR for the ALASKA MARINE SAFETY EDUCATION ASSOCIATION (AMSEA) located in SITKA. The successful candidate will assist in developing both AMSEA’s funding and training curriculum base. This will include grant and contract writing and assistance in administering and grant/contract reports on progress. The Development/Assistant Director also writes marine safety training curriculum and conducts marine safety training for commercial fishermen and other mariners and may also assist in research and acts as an advocate for marine safety. The position is a permanent, full time position Qualifications: Experience in fundraising including preparing proposals, managing grants and evaluating success. Experience with the commercial fishing industry. Experience in education and curriculum development. Proficiency in using industry standard email, word processing, excel, database and instructional media. Demonstrated ability to be flexible in order to meet objectives and mission. Excellent verbal and written communication skills. Ability to focus in an environment with numerous distractions. Additional qualifications that are highly desirable: experience in the non-profit sector, formal training in marine safety, understanding of Alaska coastal communities, experience as a vessel operator, a relevant masters degree. Compensation: $55,000 to $57,650 adjustable depending on experience. An additional 15.5% flexible benefits package. To Apply: Send a letter of interest, resume and contact information for three individuals who are familiar with your professional background. We strongly encourage electronic submission and electronic confirmation will be provided. Email: helpwanted@amsea.org. For more information contact 907-747-3287 or Fax 907-747-3259. Applications will be accepted until position is filled.

MOUNTAIN VIEW REVITALIZATION PROJECT AMERICORPS VISTA POSITION for the ANCHORAGE COMMUNITY LAND TRUST. Position will assist with the development and revitalization of Mountain View as a diverse, vital, safe working class neighborhood; a 'community of choice' where people can make a start and choose to stay and participate in the direction of their community. The Anchorage Community Land Trust supports the community by acting as a land trust and as a community development organization. The purchase of blighted property along Mountain View Drive is one way we work in the community to upgrade and prepare sites for development in conjunction with the wishes of Mountain View residents. Member Duties : Building capacity for a yearly Community Summit project to build on the Mountain View Neighborhood Action Plan. Step 1: Finding resources and understanding the process of developing a community summit to revisit the Mountain View Neighborhood Action Plan. Step 2: Develop and Refine current project concept and proposal. Step 3: Organizing and rallying community support and partners to make this event possible. Step 4: Capacity building for the Neighborhood Action Plan Summit. Bringing together people, crafting appropriate resources and objectives and creating sustainable means to carry on the Summit. Step 5: Hosting the 1st Annual Mountain View Community Summit Step 6: Sustainability and Longevity: What can we learn from the 1st community summit and How to make this process last? Program Benefits: Childcare assistance if eligible, Choice of Education Award or End of Service Stipend, Health Coverage, Living Allowance, Relocation Allowance, Training. Terms: Prohibits paid work outside of the sponsoringagency at any time. Service Areas: Community and Economic Development, Community Outreach, Entrepreneur/Business, Neighborhood Revitalization. Skills: Communications, Community Organization, Computers/Technology, Conflict Resolution, Education, Fund raising/Grant Writing, Leadership, Public Speaking. APPLICANT MUST APPLY THROUGH AMERICORPS WEBSITE at www.americorps.gov. 

MANAGER, WESTERN LANDS INITIATIVE for the PEW ENVIRONMENT GROUP to be located in Anchorage to promote policies and practices that protect the global environment, preserve healthy forests and marine ecosystems. Responsibilities: To oversee all aspects of the Western Lands Initiative project including: Collaborate with and assist local, state, and national conservation groups and other stakeholders to formulate and implement strategic land protection campaign plans, strategy and tactics; Advise partner groups on appropriate actions to take in the public policy arena. Coordinate with Pew grassroots outreach, communications, and policy staff, including making tactical judgments and taking appropriate initiative as necessary; Develop, manage and maintain the campaign plan for Pew's engagement in the Integrated Activity Planning process for the National Petroleum Reserve - Alaska (NPRA) which will involve close coordination with Pew's Oceans North Campaign; Identify and implement other strategies to accord long-term protections to NPR-A lands while ensuring subsistence needs are met; Develop, manage and maintain the campaign plan for non-NPR-A BLM lands; Ensure that Pew, along with its partner groups, are fully engaged in any BLM planning processes and other agency planning processes in Alaska through which we may gain protection for key areas; Represent Pew and partner groups to the Bureau of Land Management leadership and staff in Alaska and Washington, D.C. about Alaska BLM lands protection; Identify and implement other strategies to accord long-term protections to Alaska BLM lands; and Develop a budget and write PFAs and contracts to implement ourAlaska BLM plan. Requirements: Bachelor's degree with advanced degree preferred; Strong background and experience in grassroots advocacy; Working knowledge and experience with federal public lands issue; Understanding of the policy making process; A minimum of ten years of experience in public education and outreach campaigns in ever increasing positions of responsibility; Available outside normal business hours when essential to organizational priorities; Demonstrated strong analytical skills. Ability to synthesize information and to focus quickly on the essence of an issue/problem, determine whether it is ripe for intervention and identify the means to address it. A strong commitment to producing measurable results; Excellent written and oral communications skills, including demonstrated ability to summarize issues and means to address them. Strong oral, presentation, facilitation, and written communication skills such that complex ideas, thoughts and concepts are clearly articulated for a general audience. Clear, effective writing style. Travel: Frequent travel for site visits with partner organizations is required for this position. For more information, go to https://jobs-pct.icims.com/jobs/2735/job or contact Christine Dalpino, Manager, Talent Acquisition, at 202.540.6614 or email cdalpino@pewtrusts.org.

SPRING AND SUMMER JOB & INTERN OPPORTUNITIES 2012 in Homer. Application deadline January 20. To apply, send a cover letter specifying your preferred position, resume, and contact information for three professional references to jobs@akcoastalstudies.org or snail mail to CACS, PO Box 2225, Homer, AK 99603. More information about the organization’s programs and facilities is available at http://www.akcoastalstudies.org.For more information, contact Jenni Medley, School Programs Coordinator, at (907) 235-6714 or Fax: (907) 235-6668.

ENVIRONMENTAL EDUCATOR April-May. Teach forest and intertidal ecology to all ages on the pristine beaches of Kachemak Bay! Three lead educator positions available based at the semi-remote Peterson Bay Coastal Science Field Station across Kachemak Bay and at Kasitsna Bay Laboratory across from Homer, Alaska. Residential instructor/group leader needed for Alaska Coastal Ecology and Onboard Oceanography program field trips and activities for school groups, grades 4-12. Duties include instruction, leading beach and forest hikes, assisting with training and coaching of interns and performing routine maintenance at the Field Station facility. Educational programs are well-developed and supported but provide opportunities for creativity and flexibility. Field sites include Kachemak Bay, rocky intertidal areas of outstanding diversity, a coastal forest trail system, and salt and freshwater wetlands. Requires knowledge of basic intertidal, marine, and forest ecology; experience instructing and organizing school groups or children, good physical condition, and ability to live and work in a residential situation with school groups and other staff. Alaska or similar experience and experience with stocking and maintaining salt water aquaria preferred. $1,300-1,500/mo. DOE + housing.

SUMMER NATURALIST: June-August. Positions available at the semi-remote Peterson Bay Coastal Science Field Station across Kachemak Bay from Homer and one position at the Carl Wynn Nature Center near Homer. Leads interpretive hikes and activities for diverse groups and develops and co-leads educational programs for children. Designs and develops educational displays and interpretive programs. Assists with training and coaching of interns and volunteers and with routine maintenance of facilities and trails. More information about programs and facilities at Error! Hyperlink reference not valid.. Requires relevant knowledge base in forest ecology (Wynn Nature Center) and in intertidal and marine ecology (Peterson Bay Field Station), experience as an instructor or interpreter, good physical condition, and the willingness and skills to work as part of a team. Alaska or similar experience preferred. $1,300-$1,500/mo DOE + housing.

SCIENCE AND ENVIRONMENTAL EDUCATOR with the ALASKA GEOGRAPHIC at the MURIE SCIENCE and LEARNING CENTER in Denali National Park to deliver science-based programs ranging from one hour to multi-day field courses for all ages. Topics for 2012 include: World of Wolves, Paleontology, Wildflowers, Ecology of Birds, Science of Fly-fishing, Glaciology and more. Responsibilities: Host the evening speaker series, Assist in the development of program content and hands-on activities, Assist with maintenance of program equipment and field camp, and Help with various program and facility projects. Qualifications Include: Enthusiasm for teaching and life-long learning opportunities, Excellent communication and group management skills along with a team-oriented attitude, Naturalist or Science/Environmental Education experience with youth and adult populations, Minimum of Wilderness First Aid and CPR certifications, and Knowledge of wildlife research and natural history of the Sub-Arctic Benefits: Pay rate dependent upon experience, starting at $140 per day, Work with a dynamic staff dedicated to science and education, Gain leadership experience in a remote field setting, Learn from and work with researchers in Denali, Flexibility in your schedule, allowing for occasional long weekends, and Live, work, learn, and play in a spectacular wilderness setting! The season begins May 14th and ends early September. To learn more about our programs and operations, visit our websites at www.murieslc.org and www.alaskageographic.org. To Apply: Email a letter of interest, a resume, and contact information for three references to employment@murieslc.org. The application deadline is January 13.
HOUSING SPECIALIST PROGRAM OFFICER for the JUNEAU ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COUNCIL to serve as the primary point of contact for public and community groups working to make Juneau's housing costs more affordable. The Housing Specialist acts as a liaison between the Affordable Housing Commission (AHC), the City and Borough of Juneau (CBJ) and groups working in the areas of low-cost housing development. The incumbent will maintain positive relationships and share relevant information with groups supporting the homeless locally, regionally, and statewide. A full position description and application instructions can be found at http://www.jedc.org/jobs.shtml.

GRANTS ADMINISTRATOR for the ALASKA CONSERVATION FOUNDATION in Anchorage. General Functions:. The position works closely with the Program Director and program staff to help coordinate and carry out ACF’s various grantmaking programs, and maintain relations with supporting foundations, including preparation of grant proposals and reports. Duties and responsibilities include but are not limited to: Grantmaking: Serve as primary point of contact for all ACF grantmaking, ensuring that all documents received are reviewed, processed and filed, and all submittals are acknowledged. Manage and respond to initial grant inquiries, and direct inquiries to appropriate staff. Manage processes for all ACF grantmaking, including ensuring that signed grant agreements are received and filed before grant payments are authorized, and ensuring that grant payments are made. Communicate with grant recipients regarding application and reporting requirements and deadlines. Work with program staff to thoroughly evaluate grant reports to ensure compliance, and determine follow-up strategies as needed. Serve as lead for the Rapid Response grantmaking program, including managing and responding to initial grant inquiries, coordinating staff and board review of letters of inquiry and applications, preparing summaries of grant requests for review, communicating with grantees, and ensuring the receipt and evaluation of grant reports. Manage the Watchable Wildlife Conservation Trust grant program, including working with ADF&G personnel to prepare the annual docket for review and selection of grants awarded. Manage Donor Advised Fund grant requests, including communications with donors, coordinating staff and board review of grant recommendations, and processing of grant award agreements, payments and reports. Manage ACF’s grantmaking documents, including grant guidelines, letters of inquiry and grant request forms, standard grant award agreement templates, and grant reporting requirements and formats. Prepare grant award information for board approval and ratification. Work with the Executive Assistant to prepare grantmaking and program activity reports for board meeting briefing books. Grant-seeking: Assist Program Director and program staff in identifying new foundation prospects, and conduct prospect research as needed. Maintain files for letters of inquiry, grant requests, payments, reports, and general grant correspondence. Assist with preparation and submittal of grant requests and reports. Serve as lead on preparing operating support requests. Maintain file of supporting documents for grant requests, including annual budgets, annual audits, 990s, grants received, staff and board bios, and 501(c)(3) status letter. Program management support: Manage all aspects of grants database, including transition from GIFTS to the Salesforce database, data entry for grantmaking, grant reporting, updates on grantee activities, and grantee documents such as budgets, strategic plans, and records of grants received. keep website and Facebook updated for all grant programs, including grant award announcements; coordinate updates with communications staff. Maintain program calendar of all letters of inquiry, request and report deadlines, workshops, meetings and other program events. Prepare weekly program staff meeting agenda and prepare meeting minutes. Assist with follow-up on staff meeting action items and maintaining a schedule of deadlines for staff meetings. Assist with program management activities as assigned. Job Specifications: Strong organizational and time management skills, ability to prioritize tasks, meet deadlines and manage multiple projects. Excellent oral and written communication skills. Excellent listening and retention skills. Demonstrated ability in planning and coordinating meetings. Demonstrated ability to work effectively as a member of a team and independently, as well as a self-starter with outstanding interpersonal skills. Solid relationship-building skills, ability to interact with board members, donors, grantees, and other external constituents. Common sense, flexibility and teamwork capabilities with the ability to exercise independent judgment. Professional, positive, enthusiastic and approachable attitude/demeanor. Discretion with sensitivity in handling confidential information. Qualifications: Knowledge of Microsoft Word, Microsoft Outlook, Excel, Adobe Acrobat and Power Point. Knowledge of Salesforce highly desirable. Experience in grants management or related experience. A passion for Alaska and protecting its environment. A sense of humor. Salary and Benefits: ACF’s salary and benefits are highly competitive within the nonprofit field. We offer substantial retirement benefits, including 403(b) and SEP/IRA retirement, health and dental coverage. ACF is committed to sustainability, both in making business decisions, and maintaining a healthy work-life balance. To ApplyPlease provide a cover letter outlining your interest and experience, plus a resume. Applicants selected to receive an interview will be asked to submit three references. Submissions must be emailed to acfjobs@alaskaconservation.org. Please include ‘Program Director”’ in the subject heading. We will confirm receipt of your submission by email. This position will be open until filled.

 :

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR for SAGA, a non-profit organization located in Juneau, The Executive Director (ED) provides leadership to the ongoing development and operation of the organization and serves as a highly visible community spokesperson as well as working directly with senior staff to support AmeriCorps Members in their service activities. The ED ensures that the organization achieves its goals while furthering the organizational mission. He or she is responsible for implementation and management of an effective organization and ensuring its continued health. The ED reports directly to the SAGA Board of Directors. The successful candidate will have a Bachelor’s degree in education, business management, social work or related field. Equivalent experience can substitute. A Master’s degree is preferred. We are seeking candidates with five years of experience managing medium to large-scale nonprofit organizations, preferably ones that focus on youth development. This experience should include program development, personnel management, fundraising, grant writing and budgeting responsibilities. Experience in conservation/service corps programs or related organizations are preferable. Please forward a cover letter and resume to the Human Resource Manager at recruiter@servealaska.org or mail to P.O. Box 33037, Juneau, AK 99803. For more information please contact the Interim Executive Director, Scott Young, at 907-789-2218.

To RECEIVE What's Up, or to ADD meetings, events, publications, deadlines, websites, or CHANGE EMAIL ADDRESS or UNSUBSCRIBE, contact Peg Tileston at 907-561-0540, FAX 907-563-2747 or pegt@gci.net.
